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From: Rich Rodriguez <84822tango@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, November 2, 2020 9:10 PM 
To: Davis, Tracy <DavisT@keizer.org> 
Subject: Public Testimony - Thanks 
 

Announce I’m the coordinator for the Keizer Sustainability Committee (see facebook) 
 
Today - 

                • Few moments of silence for some recent losses in Oregon 
                • Review Resolution XXX-YYY from last Council meeting authorizing the purchase of 
two police vehicle and the process behind that ill advised decision. 
                • Summary 

 
Recent Losses – A moment of silence 
                • For the people impacted by the recent fires in Detroit, Southern Oregon, 
and elsewhere, where a blaze killed at least several people, destroyed an estimated 600 homes. 
                • And for the loss of the Clark Glacier on the flanks of South Sister. That glacier was 
deemed officially dead October 20 by the Oregon Glaciers Institute. 
                • Let us now have a movement of silence for these climate impacts 
affecting thousands of Oregonians right now. 

 
Thank you 
 
Now I turn our attention to the October 19th Council Meeting. 
 
At that meeting I spoke against the Resolution to purchase two new police cars. I spoke against 
the purchase on two grounds; financial and environmental. 
 
Financial: In my testamentary I asked if there was a life cycle analysis of the vehicles (total price 
of $67,440.74). Nobody from City Staff nor any Council Member raised their voice to speak to 
this question. Nobody. Nobody asked me a question about this. 
 
I found no life cycle analysis in the documents submitted to Council in the Council meeting 
packet. 
 
I noticed, though, when I asked about life cycle cost, the City Manager, Attorney, and Finance 
Manager fidgeted in their seats. Why? Likely they knew there was no life cycle cost analysis 
(notably fossil fuel vs. electric energy) in the materials presented to you, Council Members. Had 
this analysis been it may have reveled an electric vehicle would be more cost effective 
(including being fast and nearly silent) than a fossil vehicle. The cost of gasoline, oil changes, air 
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filters, spark plugs, service labor costs, resale value… all these things were seemingly excluded 
from the Staff’s analysis and recommendations to you. 
 
You seemingly had no idea if the choice of a fossil is in the best financial interest of the City and 
its citizens. Despite my raising this issue of life cycle cost analysis, you proceeded to spend 
some $63,000 of funds belonging to the Citizens of Keizer. 
 
While I have respect for many of you, your decision of your was simply ill advised in light the 
questions raised – you have no idea if this was a least cost life cycle purchase decision. 
 
I recommend the City begin a planning a process NOW for future vehicle purchases 
that includes a life cycle analysis (electric vs. fissile). I encourage the City to engage Forth in 
Portland (forthmoblity.o ) to recommended an appropriate life cycle cost analysis model. Do 
not wait and repeat this mistake again at the cost to our citizens. 
 
Environmental: I also objected to the $63,000 vehicle purchase on environmental grounds. 
YOU, Council Members, gave absolutely no consideration to the 200,000 lbs of CO2 these 
vehicles will emit over their lifetime. YOU seemingly considered this CO2 as having no merirt 
for consideration in this purchasing decision. This CO2 load will impact this community, your 
children, grandchildren, grandchildren. 
 
I recommend the Council task a staff or a committee with recommendation for establishing a 
cost of carbon and factor that into the City’s decision making processes.  Council 
or Committee is encouraged to engage professional cons 
 
In summary 

                • Moment of silence – thank you for your concern environmental losses 
                • Police Vehicle Purchase – Recommendations for improvements in processes 
 
                • Financial analysis 
                • Environmental analysis 
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From: Benny Williams <bennycwilliams@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Monday, November 9, 2020 11:21 AM 
To: Davis, Tracy <DavisT@keizer.org> 
Cc: CLARK Cathy * GOV <cathy.clark@oregon.gov>; Roland Herrera <herrerar@keizer.org>; Dr Reginald 
Richardson <sknaacpvp@gmail.com> 
Subject: City of Keizer, Oregon- Statement of Values 
 
Madam Mayor, 
 
Thank you for inviting me (Salem Keizer NAACP) to be involved in this effort.  
 
I remind our community (Salem, Keizer and the Mid- Willamette Valley) every day that current events 
provide the perfect opportunity to become engaged in being enlightened and progressive. 2020 has been 
a watershed year in so many ways: 
 
* the George Floyd murder in Minneapolis, MN (and its protests) 
* local, county, state and National elections 
* the increased homeless population 
* COVID 19 
* public education  
* the SRO crisis (debate) 
 
This is a significant partial list. But it represents all of the reasons why the work that's being discussed 
and decided upon, right now, needs to be clearly understood and the ramifications that can be had. 
 
* for all residents to know what the City of Keizer stands for 
* No ambiguity 
* it is Here and Now that we profess and declare we are moving forward, not side ways and absolutely 
NOT backwards 
 
Oregon has a history, Salem has a history, Keizer has a history, Marion and Polk Counties have histories. 
We didn't individually create them but we can all change/ improve them.  
 
Civil Rights and Social Justice is not easy work. Nor is it short term work. Just as we are where we are, 
we can change where and how we move forward. Collectively. 
 
What we say, in writing, is what we have to enforce in word and deed. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Benny 
 
Benny C. Williams- President 
Salem Keizer NAACP Branch 1166 
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