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MINUTES. River Road RedevelopmentBoard
Wednesday,November3, 1993

City of Keizer Library

CALL TO ORDER ChairBauercalledthe meetingto order at 7:05 p.m.

ROLL CALL The following memberswerepresent:JuneAbbott, Tom Bauer,Shannon
Blake-Thiess,Art Gottfried, Mark Grenz, Mary Hardison,Tim Smithand
JoeVanMeter. Also presentwasJohnMorgan, Community
DevelopmentDirector.

MINUTES A motion was madeby JoeVanMeterand secondedby Mark Grenzthat
the Minutes of the October6. 1993 Meetingbeapprovedasread. The
motion passed.

ANNOUNCEMENTS Mr. Morganreportedthe City Council hasadopteda chronicnuisance
ordinanceand will behiring a codeofficial whosejob will be enforcement.
If threeconvictionsin a 6 monthperiodare receivedby a landowner,the
City can abatetheproperty. The focusof theordinanceis to get the
propertiescleanedup. Mr. Morgangavetheexampleof someproperty on

• CadeAvenue. TheBoarddiscussedpossibilitiesregardingthat location.
Mr. Gottfriedaskedaboutthe cabinetshopon Cherry Avenue. Mr.
Morgansaidthe ordinancespeaksto dangerousand abandonedbuildingsor
openwheretransientscanget in. He saidthe ordinancemight needto
include derelictalso which would includepropertieslike that.

Mr. Morgansuggestedthe Cadepropertyissuebe put on the agendafor
the following monthfor discussion. Ms. Blake-Thiessmentionedthe City
is deficient in parksin that areaof the city andthat might be considered
for the property.

Mr. Morganreportedthe UR tax ratecameout at $1.13 per thousand
dollars. In thebudgetingprocessnext spring, a lid will be puton what
will be acceptedby the Agency,unlessthereis a dedicatedprojector debt
reduction. Mr. Morganalsomentionedthe letterwhich wassentto the
Boardof Directorsof SalemElectric. Chair Bauersaid he attendedthe
meetingand the issuewastabledto be discussedin a following meeting.

In otherannouncements,TheFunFactoryopenedwith seeminglysmall
attention. The SalemArea Seniorsare looking to relocateandbuild and
are looking at two sites.

Mr. Morganpresenteda planby the NorthsideAlliance Churchregarding
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the old Folger’sproperty.They are planningto buy the property, remodel
the church, closeseveraldriveways,put parking in thebackandwould like

• to convertthehydrotubeto a gymnasium. Theyhaveapproachedthe City
to havea new City Hall built andleaseit to the City. The cost of $15,000
permonthwouldprobablymakethe dealprohibitivealthoughMr. Morgan
saidmuchdiscussionhadtakenplace in thepastaboutgettingthe City Hall
out on River Road. He suggestedmaybethe presentCity facilities needed
to expandto Chemawaandtry to adddepthto that intersection.

ChairBauernotedthe wholeplanneedsto work for the Churchto consider
it. Mr. VanMeternotedthe City will notwant to spend$200,000a year
in rentalthoughthepresentbuilding will haveto be replacedin 15 years.
Mr. Morgansaida structuralanalysissaidthe building is in bettershape
thanexpected.

Mr. VanMetersaid if the churchwas thinking of a communitycenterat
the old hydrotubesite, perhapstheBoard shoulddiscussit. Ms. Blake-
Thiesssuggesteda possibility of a waterpark like Splashin Springfield,
which would offer young peoplea positive arealike a communitycenter.
Mr. Morgansaidthe ParksCommitteewill get chargedby the City
Council for studyingthe needsfor recreationsitesandthat would be the
time to discussa park like that.

• Mr. Morganexplainedthepresentplanis to havethe churchownthe
gymnasiumandit might be availablefor rent. It would be a quasi-public
facility. Chair Bauer’s ideawasto expandthe building and perhapshave
somemeetingrooms. Hefelt if the City wantedthe CommunityCenterto
be theirs it couldbe. Mr. VanMeter saidthe Parkscommitteehas
discussedfor 4 yearstheneedfor sucha facility and it doesn’tseemlike
the ideashouldbe mxed in the beginning. It might be arrangedto bea
parkand costthetaxpayersa minimal amount.

Mr. Morganalso commentedaboutrecentdiscussionswith the Transit
District abouta transferfacility aroundthe River RoadChemawaarea.
JoeVanMeter, ShannonBlake-Thiessand Art Gottfried, ashis time
permits,will be liaisonsfor the River RoadRedevelopmentBoard.

Mr. Smithaskedaboutthetraffic circle on Linda. Mr. Morgananswered
that Dick Woelk is working full time for the City at leastuntil thefirst of
the yearandthe work shouldbedonein the nextmonth. Also
signalizationis one of his majorprojects.

DISCUSSION Mr. Morgansaidthephysicalsurveyingof River Roadwould probablybe
AccessManagement donethe nextday. He answeredsomequestionsaboutspecificfindings for

driveway closings. He also reportedthe workdonein looking for bus
• pullout sites. In the future, the buswill only stop at predefinedlocations
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which shouldbe no more than800-1200feetapart. The goal is to find 14
spots(7 on eachside). Major generatorslike storeswill beconsidered.

• The Boarddiscussedquickly possibilitiesof closures,i.e. Greenwood.
DesignStandards Mr. Morganreportedtherehad beena numberof complaintsaboutthe

newHot andNow. Theproblemwith color continuesto be an issue. He
askedthe Boardif they wantedhis departmentto comeup with some
acceptableshades?Mr. Smithnotedwhat a difficult taskit is enforcing
thosestandards. A work sessionmay takeplacein the next few weeks.

ADJOURNMENT The meetingwasadjournedat 9:05p.m. The nextscheduledmeeting
will be Wednesday,December1, 1993 at 7:00 p.m.
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