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. MINUTES

URBAN RENEWAL AGENCY OF THE CITY OF KEIZER
Monday,November2, 1992

RobertL. SimonCouncil Chambers
KeizerCity Hall

CALL TO ORDER ChairOrcuttcalledthe meetingto orderat 7:47p.m. Roll call
wastakenasfollows:

Present
AndrewJ. Orcutt, Chair
Mike Hart
DennisKoho
JerryMcGee
Al Miller
Bob Newton
JoeVan Meter

Staff.
JohnN. Morgan,Interim City Manager

S
JohnLien, City Attorney
Tracy L. Davis,City Recorder

PUBLIC Therewasnopublic testimonyto comebeforetheagency.
TESTIMONY

PUBLIC HEARING Tom Bauer, 1125 SwingwoodCourt,Keizer,chairof the River
River Road Design RoadRedevelopmentBoardopenedthe hearingwith a brief
Plan history of the UrbanRenewalDistrict with its formation in

1990. The River RoadRedevelopmentBoard (R3B) was
establishedby an Order of the Agencyon March 5, 1992 to act
asan advisory boardto the Agency. Mr. Bauerintroducedeach
of the River Road RedevelopmentBoard members. He
expressedhis excitement to be a partof this project andthe
opportunity to make things in happenin Keizer.

JohnMorgan, Interim City Managerand staff liaison to R3B,
statedthe intentionof the planbeforethe Agency this eveningis
only to expresspolicy andobjectivesandto leavethedetails to
subsequentplanninganddesignefforts. Mr. Morganprovided
the following four-partrecommendationto theAgency.. 1. Receivetestimonyandclosethepublic hearing.

2. Developa list ofquestionsand issuesandrefer
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thembackto R3B for consideration.. 3. Direct R3B to developa responseto eachquestion
and issueand to finalize a draft River Road
DesignPlan.

4. WhenR3B hascompletedits work, hold an
additionalpublic hearingon the final draft.

Mr. Morgan statedtheintention of bringing this designplan
beforetheAgency this evening is to gatherinput andanswer
questionsto give R3B a cleardirection in refining thedesign
plan. Mr. Morgansaidthe Planrecognizestheprimary purpose
of the UrbanRenewalDistrict; to enhancethe economicstability
andgrowthof the area. Five major objectivesidentifiedto help
achievethis purposeare:

1. Makeaccessto andfrom businessessaferand
moreconvenient.

2. Create“depth” of thecommercialcorridor.
3. Developa uniqueandattractivelineal commercial

district that drawscustomersfrom outsideKeizer,
thatprovidesemploymentfor Keizerresidents,
andthatbetterservesthe shoppingandservice
needsof Keizer residents.

S 4. Enhancethedesirability of pedestriansandtransit
ridersto shopwithin the corridor.

5. Stressefforts in the southernportion of theCity,
wheretheneedis greatest. This would bethe
focusof theeffort to bring economicactivity.

Mr. Morganpresenteda shortsynopsisof the designplan
startingat thesouthendof River Roadandmovingnorth. He
explainedthechanges,additions,andimprovementsto River
Roadasoutlined in the Plan. Mr. Morganalsocoveredremoval
of unwarrantedtraffic signalsat Cummings,Sunset,and
Manbrin, basedupontherecommendationsof the traffic
engineer. He alsotoucheduponthe misconceptionsof the
financingissuesof theUrbanRenewalProjectthe citizensof
Keizerareconcernedabout. Mr. Morgan closedhis presentation
notingthe positiveaspectsthe City of Keizerwould achieve
uponcompletionof this project.
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Mike Hartexpressedhis concernfor the businessesalongMenlo. Drive if this sireetwasclosed. He alsocited his concernswith
removalof thetraffic signalat CummingsAvenueandthe delay
for improvementsto CherryAvenue.

Al Miller suggestedtheclosingof SandyDrive andextending
ClaggettStreetthroughthe St. EdwardsChurchproperty.

Hugh E. Adams,4090River RoadN., Keizer, statedhis
concernsaboutthefinancing issueof the project. The Agency
needsto educatethepublic in orderfor this projectto succeed.
Mr. Adamsalsostatedhis fearsof closingoff streetsto develop
the RiverRoadcorridor. He felt this would limit the
opportunityof theCity to expand. He alsoexpressedhis
concernsfor thetraffic flow on RiverRoad.

Ruth E. Palmer,3945 5th AvenueN., Keizer,presented
petitionscontaining74 signaturesin oppositionof theremovalof
the signalat Sunset. Ms. Palmerconductedherown traffic
studiesof the activity aroundthe intersectionat SunsetandRiver
Road. Shealsostatedher disapprovalof the intendedstreet
throughthe Bi-Mart parkinglot.

S . Jim Hansen,1553 RafaelCourtN., Keizer,expressedhis
concernof theoverall conceptsof the plan. He is disturbed
aboutthe fundingof theproject, theeffect of Measure5, and
the increasedcoststo thetaxpayersover an extendedperiodof
time. Heapprovedof the aesthetics,but felt theclimateof
Oregondid not warrantsuchimprovements. He alsocited
problemswith removingthetraffic signalsandtheconceptof
lowering thetraffic speedson River Road.

BruceTindall, 1385 JuniperStreetN., Keizer,expressedhis
concernsfor reductionin parkingspacesalongRiver Roadif it
werewidened,thepedestrianflow, thereductionin visibility if
treeswereplanted,andthe responsibilityfor themaintenanceof
the landscaping. Mr. Tindall would like to seethecitizensof
Keizerhavethe opportunityto voteon the final plan.

GordonBeecroft, 190 Menlo Drive N., Keizer,a former
engineer,voicedhis concernsfor the closureof Menlo Drive.
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Mr. Beecroftis concernedaboutthe maintenanceissueof the

S landscaping,collectionof liter, andloitering if bencheswere
installed. Mr. Beecroftagreedthat by synchronizationof the
signalson River Road, theplatooningeffectwould work. He
alsosuggestedthe Boardreconsiderpavementtreatmentsatthe
intersectionsandinstallationof bricks on the sidewalks.

Vera Beecroft, 190 Menlo Drive N., Keizer,presentedpictures
to theCouncil of the intersectionof Menlo andBirch Drive.
Ms. Beecroftpointedout the vegetationplacednearthe houses
for soundandvision buffers, andherconcernsif this vegetation
was removed. Shewasalsoconcernedaboutthepocketpark
ideaexpressedin the reportatthis location. Who will maintain
this area,pay for thewater, andkeepit clearof litter. Ms.
Beecroftalsovoiced herconcernsaboutpublic safety.

Willie Stainke, 3812 River Road,Keizer,andownerof property
alongRiver Roadexpressedhis apprehensionof giving up
parkingareasfor the wideningof theroad. Who will be
responsiblefor thecompensation?Would like to seesidewalks
remainasthey arepresently. Mr. Stainkealsocited theneed
for crosswalksat Chemawa,both eastandwest.

S Ralph Nickeson,3850RivercrestDrive N., Keizer, statedhis
concernssurroundingthe removalof thelight at Sunset.
Wantedto expresshis appreciationfor the work theBoardhas
accomplished.

Darrell Richardson,3985 RivercrestDrive N., Keizer, suggested
turning off light at Sunsetfor experimentalpurposesto seeif
light is warranted.

Dick Hatton, P.O. Box 7104, Salemdid not wish to addany
testimonyto therecord.

LawrenceHoustead,267Wilshire Drive N, Salemexpressedhis
concernsfor the traffic flow onRiver Roadat theAppleblossom
intersection. He feelsthis is adirectreflectionon the lack of
synchronizationof thetraffic signals.

Tom Bauer, chairof R3B, requestedthe UrbanRenewalAgency
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Boardreview theappointmentprocedureto theRiver Road

S RedevelopmentBoardso that thepresentmembersmaycontinue
until thefinal draft is presented. JerryMcGeestatedthat this
will be discussedat theDecember7, 1992 City Council
Meeting.

The Public Hearingwasclosed.

PUBLIC HEARING JohnMorgan, statedthe 1991Legislaturepasseda statutethat
Major Plan requiresUrban RenewalAgenciesto seta limit on thetime the
Change- Time Agencywill incur bondedindebtedness.Mr. Morgansuggested
Limit on Bonded conductingthepublic meetingand thenclosing it; and then
Indebtedness scheduleanotherpublic hearingto coincidewith thenext

meetingof theRiver RoadDesignPlan.

No public testimonywasgivenat this public hearing.

ChairOrcutt closedthepublic hearing.

S DELIBERATION JerryMcGeeaskedthestaff to bring backa reportoutliningthe
RiverRoadDesign pros andconsof bondingversuspay-as-you-go.He would also
Plan like to havea reporton theprosandconsof bonding;

consideringonelargebondasopposedto severalsmall
overlappingbonds. Also includea report on the feasibility of
limiting taxesto the sizeof the bond. Anotherissuewould be a
maximumtax to pay off the bonds. Mr. McGeealsostatedhe
would like accessto thetraffic studythatdeterminedthe
removalof thesignalsat SunsetandCummings. He would also
like the traffic engineerto determinethefeasibility of widening
the streelsto34 feet to allow a right turn lane. Anotherareahe
would like investigated,is the SandyStreetimprovementsusing
UrbanRenewalmoney. Regardingthebusturnoutsandthe
transferstation,would like a study submittedon the mass-transit
systemasit servesKeizer. Suggestedthis hasbeenpaid for
throughthemasstransit tax. Regardingtheunderground
utilities, will therebea costsavings? Mr. McGeewould also
lik~—te-scc~thc plansfor theremovalof existingsidewalks.
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Anotherreport Mr. McGeewould like to haveis theimpactof

S closingMenlo Drive.

Bob Newton suggestedlooking at movingthetransferstationto
theeastsideof River Roadnearthe Safewaystore. Would also
like to explorethefeasibility of extendingSunsetacrossRiver
Roadto Cherry Avenue,light would thenneedto be retained.
Possibleexplorationof light at Hollyhawk. Mr. Newton
requesteda traffic countbe completedat Menlo to supportthe
closureof this. He alsodevelopeda matrix to help guidethe
Agencyon this issue.

Al Miller proposedfurther study on the extensionof Claggett
Streetto helpsolvean ongoingproblem. Mr. Miller suggested
morejustification for closingthreestreets. He is concerned
aboutthereversefrontageconceptfor securityreasons. He is in
favor of retainingthelights at SunsetandCummingsand
synchronizationto allow more deadtime for pedestriancrossing.
He approvesof removalof thelight at Manbrin andCherryand
making it a four-way stop. Mr. Miller doesnot feel that the
logos at the intersectionswill not hold up thereforecreatinga
financial burdento theCity. He would favor a pay-as-you-go

S overincurringthe interestof severalthousanddollars for thesaleof bonds. He strongly favorstheundergroundutilities andsynchronizationof the traffic signals. He opposessettingbackof sidewalksfor costsandmaintenancereasons.

JoeVan Meter extendedhis appreciationto theBoardfor their
work on the plan. He is concernedabouttheremovalof the
light at Manbrin/CherryandSunsetandCummings. Would like
to havetraffic engineerproposewaysfor residentsto getout of
area.

Dennis Koho statedthat if thereareroadclosures,they be
closedflush with RiverRoad. This couldalsobe a goodarea
for thebusturnouts. In favor of Iris Lane/Bi-MartBoulevard
andpossibleconnectionto Alder. Would like to see
reevaluationof logoson pavementandalso informationfrom
otherCities on their experiencevoting on UrbanRenewalissues.

Mike Hart alsostatedhis appreciationto theBoardfor their
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work on thisproject. Would like to havethroughaccessto

S Cherry. Mr. Hart is alsoconcernedwith the safety issueswhen
thetraffic signalsaresynchronized. He alsoagreedwith the
statementof conductingan experimentto turn off the traffic
signalsto seehow this works. Mr. Hart feelsthata well
informedplanneedsto be developedto help thepublic
understandthe financing issues.

Al Miller concernedaboutturningoff the traffic signal for an
experiment. Doesnot want to experimentwith traffic signal
when it could resultin deathor injury to a citizen of Keizer.
Mr. Miller alsoclarified his commenton ClaggettStreet. Wants
to put Claggettall the way throughto McNary High Schooland
closeSandyDrive.

JerryMcGeestated that he will vote in favor of removalor
retentionof lights if thereis solid evidenceto supportthis.
Needsto be baseduponobjectivefactsand if this is followed the
citizensof Keizerwill be well served.

Mayor OrcuttremindedtheAgency that this is adesignplanand
nota detailplan. He statedtheBoardneedsto prioritized and
justify theplan. He alsosuggestedabrief sectionon theeffects
of Ballot Measure5.

DELIBERATION Mayor Orcuttdirectedstaff to scheduleanotherhearingto
Major Plan coincide with the next hearing on the River Road DesignPlan.
Change - Time
Limit on Bonded
Indebtedness

OTHER BUSINESS There was no other businessto comebefore the Agency.

WRITTEN A letter from Portland General Electric was receivedsupporting
COMUNICATION the River Road Design Plan and their intention to cooperatewith

the City and other involved parties to facilitate the work
including the undergrounding of electric power distribution lines.
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ADJOURNMENT The Meetingwasadjournedat 10:38 p.m.

‘\~11a2L4r\cL~~‘jik~TRACY L. DAVIS
City Recorder

APPROVED:

CHAIR:

_______ ~

_____ 7i~
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