
CITY OF KEIZER MISSION STATEMENT
KEEP CITY GOVERNMENT COSTS AND SERVICES TO A MINIMUMBY PROVIDING CITY

SERVICES TO THE COMMUNITYIN A COORDINATED, EFFICIENT AND LEAST COST FASHION

AG ENDA
KEIZER CITY COUNCIL

SPECIAL SESSION
Tuesday, October 27, 1998

3:00 p.m.
Robert L Simon Council Chambers

Keizer City Hall
Keizer, Oregon 97303

1. CALL TO ORDER

2. ROLL CALL

3. ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION

a. 1998-99 Urban Renewal Special Levy Issue

4. OTHER BUSINESS

This time is provided to allow the Mayor, Council Members or staff an opportunity
to bring new or old matters before the Council which are not listed on the agenda.

5. ADJOURN

Upon request;,auxiliary aids and/orspecial services for thosewith dssabihtseswill beprovided Torequest
services1 please contact us at390-3700 or:through Oregon Relay 14OO~735.-29OOat least two wórking.days

: .. . (48iióur~inath~nce. .. : .. .. . •.:



COUNCIL MEETING: October 27, 1998

AGENDA ITEM NUMBER:____________

TO: MAYOR KOHO AND CITY COUNCILORS

THROUGH: WALLY G. MULL
CITY MANAGER

FROM: SUSAN GAHLSDORF, CPA
FINANCE DIRECTOR

SUBJECT: 1998-99 Urban Renewal Special Levy issue

BACKGROUND:
OnOctober21, 1998,City stafffoundout, througha front pagearticle in theStatesmanJournal,thata
speciallevy wasto be imposedontheKeizerUrbanRenewalDistrict. StaffcontactedMarionCounty
Assessor’sOffice immediatelyandrequestedanexplanation.We weretold that theCitywould receive
approximately$1,100,000in revenuefromanUrbanRenewalspeciallevy. We explainedthat we did
not askfor nor wanta speciallevy. We weretold that theAssessorwasgoing to certify thetaxrolls
thenextdayandit wastoo lateto makechanges.TaxbillsweremailedonFriday, October23, 1998.

ISSUE:
BecausetheCouncil did not wantor intend to assessthespeciallevy portion of OptionOne,but the
UrbanRenewalDistrict will receivethis money anyway, we contactedthe County aboutpossible
refunds. CountyAssessorDougEbner,referredusto theDepartmentofRevenue. Representatives
from DepartmentofRevenueindicatedthat thereis no legalbasisto issuearefund. We havediscussed
this issuewith the Departmentof Revenueover thepast few daysand theyhavenot changedtheir
positionregardingapossiblerefund.

FISCAL IMPACT:
Staffhasmadeinquirieswith Marion Countyregardingthecostofarefund. TheCountydid not have
the information on how mucha refund would cost. If for somereasona refund is notpossible,the
UrbanRenewalDistrict hasotheroptions. Oneof which would be to paydowntheUrbanRenewal
District’s long-termdebt. Anotheroptionwould be to speedup theplannedUrbanRenewalDistrict
projects. The fiscal impact of eachof theseoptions is not known and will needto be researched
dependingonthedirectionoftheCouncil.

RECOMMENDATION:
Staffrecommendthat Councilprovideuswith thedirectionit wishesto taketo remedythis issue.



Date: October23,1998

To: KeizerCity Council:

From: RobertHugie
426 LakefairCircleN
Keizer,Oregon97303

RE: $1.1 million specialassessmentfor urbanrenewalprojects

DearCouncil Members:

The articlein today’sStatesmanJournalis very disturbing. It appearsthat theCity
Councilhasunilaterallyimposeda newtax on propertyowners. In my opinion, thisnew
tax is immoral. Thevotersof Oregonhavegoneto greatlengthsto instructstateand
localgovernmentagenciesthatpropertytaxesmustnotbe increasedbeyond3 percentper
yearwithout specificvoterapproval. Althoughmeasure50 doeshaveprovisionsfor
additionallevies,ALL newleviesmustbe approvedby voters. If specificvoterapproval
is not necessarythenmeasure50 wasjustajoke,andpoliticiansarefreeto raisenew
propertytaxesat theirsolediscretion,yearafteryear,just like in theold days.

In aneraof erodingpublic trust in government,it seemsunconscionablefor theCity
Council to evenconsiderthecurrentspecialassessmentwithoutputting it to a voteof all
Keizerresidents.Actions like this specialassessmentmay lessenvoters’ willingnessto
approvetruly necessarymeasureslike theupcomingvoteon bondeddebtto fund
constructionofnew schools.

Pleasetakean honestlook atyourstrategyfor imposingthis specialassessment.I
believeyourstrategyis contraryto thewill ofthetaxpayers.EventheMarion County
Assessoris opposedto your actionsin this matter. I believetheCity Council mustfollow
thespirit ofmeasure50 if theyexpectto havethe supportof thecommunity.

Pleasesendmean explanationof your rationalfor imposing thisspecialassessment
without putting it to thevoters.

Sincerely,

RobertHugie



PUBLIC MEETING
______ NOTICE

0 KEIZER CITY COUNCILSPECIAL SESSION

The Keizer City Council will hold a special session on Tuesday,Odober 27,

1998 at 3:00 p.m. This meeting will be held in the Robert L. Simon Council

Chambers, Keizer City Hall, 930 Chemawa Road NE, Keizer, Oregon. The Council

will discuss the Urban Renewal Tax issue.

The location of the meeting is accessible to the disabled. Please contact the

City Recorder at 390-3700, extension 108 at least 48 hours prior to the hearing if

you will need any special accommodations to attend the meeting.

If you have any questions regarding these meetings, please contact the City

Recorder or Wally Mull, City Manager at 390-3700, extension 102.

DATED this 26~day of October, 1998

Tracy L. Davis, CMC
City Recorder

Noticefor Informational PurposesOnly


