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CITY OF KEIZER. TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMISSION
KEIZER CITY HALL LIBRARY

October 22, 1998

1. CALL TO ORDER

Themeetingwascalledto order by ChairKirby at 7:00p.m.

2. ROLL CALL

The following memberswerepresent:Mariella Dibble, Al Kramer,Mike Kirby, Ernie
Smyres,RandyJackson,and FredGeorge.

Also presentwere: StaffLiaison Sgt. JohnTeague,and RecordingSecretaryNonaOxe’.

3. REVIEW/APPROVE MINUTES - September3, 1998

The September3. 1998minuteswere approvedassubmitted.

4. APPEARANCE OF INTERESTED CITIZENS

No onecameforwardto presentany issuesto theConmiission.

5. DISCUSSION

• Criteria for School SafetySigns

TheAgendamaterialsent to Commissionersincludeda copy of a letter from ClearLake
NeighborhoodAssociationChairBob Ohm requestingthat theCommissionconsidercriteriafor
theplacementof schoolsafetysigns.

Larry Loar, representingthe Clear Lake NeighborhoodAssociation,presentedthe
Association’sproposalfor placementof schoolsafetysignswhich would allow traffic fines in
schoolzonesto bedoubled. TheAssociation’sinitial interestwas in placing signsat school
crossingson WheatlandRoadand onParkMeadow. After discussingwith City staff the issue
of funding, theAssociation,in cooperationwith theMarion CountyVolunteerFirefighters
Associationandthe ClearLakeSchoolPTA, raised$625.25 towardstheproposedschoolsafety
signs. Mr. Loar notedthat theAssociationis now pursuingtheprocessto get the signsplaced.
Staffhadalso suggestedtheneedfor criteriafor theplacementof signsnot only at ClearLake,
but throughouttheCity. Mr. Ohm had listed in his lettercriteriausedin determiningtheneed
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for the signsat ClearLake. TheAssociationproposedthat their list beconsideredaspossible
• criteriafor placementof signsthroughoutthe City.

PublicWorks DirectorRob Kisslerwasin theaudience. He emphasizedtheneedfor criteria
andaplanfor placementof signsratherthanhaphazardlyrespondingto requests.Hesuggested
that considerationsmight includea street’sclassification,andsupportingtraffic accidentdata.
Beforecomingto tonight’s meeting,Mr. Kisslerhaddriventhroughschoolzonesin Salemand
Marion County andfoundinconsistencyin schoolzoneawarenessmeasures.Hecommentedon
Salem’suseof flashinglights, oneof themoreexpensivemeasuresto slow downtraffic. Mr.
Kissleralso relatedcommentsandsuggestionshe hadreceivedfrom representativesfrom
variousschools. Mr. Kisslernotedtheuniquenessof the ClearLakeNeighborhood
Association’srequestin that theyhad alreadycomeup with funding andhadput themoneyin a
City reservefund. Hepointedout, however,thatwith a blanketpolicy, anexpensewould be
involved.

Mr. Kissler respondedto questionsaboutthecoststo placea signon apost. He indicatedhis
preferencethat theCity be the oneresponsiblefor installing thesigns.

Mr. Kirby hadrecalledthat the issueof schoolsafetysign criteriawaspreviouslydiscussedby
the Commission. In looking backat pastagendamaterialhe cameup with a list of proposed
policy changesfor schoolzones. He wasunsureof its origination,but suspectedit camefrom
ACTS Oregon. Mr. Kirby distributedcopiesof the draft. Hecommentedon thecriteriaand

• conditionslisted in thedraft. Mr. Kirby also recalleddiscussionof SB 424 (allows doublefines
in schoolzones)at aTraffic SafetyCommissionmeetingearlierin theyear. The Commission,
at that time, hadindicatedstrongsupport for Keizerproceedingwith theprogramas soonas
possible,andat City expense.

Harlan Naegeli,2054 RockledgeDrive NE, Keizer, commentedfrom theaudienceaboutthe
statuteandpossiblecriteria for the placementof signs.

A discussionfollowed regardingapplicationof thecriteriacited in thedraft proposedpolicy
changes.Mr. Kirby believedmostschoolswould fall within thenormalconditionsmentioned,
but for others,possiblyClearLake,an engineeringstudymight be requiredto determinethe
appropriatenessof signplacement.Mr. Kissler suspectedthat with adoptionof criteriato apply
City-wide, funding for thesignscouldbe found in thebudget. Hebelievedthe draft submitted
by Mr. Kirby would beagoodbasisfor developingspecificcriteria.

Mr. Kirby wonderedif submittalof the draftalonewould be adequatedirectionto staff from the
Traffic SafetyCommission. Mr. Georgebelievedit might be prematureto baseaplanfor
Keizeron criteriacited in a draft document. Hedid not disagreewith putting up schoolsafety
signs,but stressedthe importanceof enforcementin slowing down traffic. Mr. Kirby was
unsurewhereto go for afinal copyof theproposedpolicy changes.HeaskedMr. Kisslerif the
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draft would helpstaff if it undertooktheeffort to studyall of the schoolareasin town. Mr.
• Kisslerbelievedit would be ahelpful startingpoint. Heemphasizedthat costwould be a

determiningfactorfor theCity.

Mr. Kirby movedthatthe Traffic SafetyCommissionsupportssignagewithin established
schoolzonesthat indicatesthat “traffic fines doublein schoolzones.”throughoutthe
City of Keizer. Ms. Dibble secondedthemotion.

Mr. Kramerwonderedif criteriashouldbe uniform for KeizerandSalemsincethey have
commonboundaries.Mr. Kisslercommentedon Salem’suseof overheadbeacons,avery
costlymeasure. Hewasunawareof any datain supportof beaconsratherthansigns.

Whenaskedif his intentionwas to recommendthedraft document,Mr. Kirby statedthat hehad
purposelysaidin his motion “establishedschoolzones”to conveytheCommission’ssupportfor
theconceptof establishingsuchzones. Upon giving staff the Commission’sapprovalto move
forward with a plan, his preferencewasto allow staff to finalizea planwith specific criteria and
carryforwarda recommendationto the City Council.

Themotion carriedunanimously.

Mr. Kissler indicatedthat he would takethe informationand moveforward. He will be surethe
Traffic SafetyCommissionchairreceivesa copy of thefinalizedreport.

• CAC Update

Copiesof the SalemCAC August19 andSeptember16 meetingminutesweredistributedto Commission
members. Mr. SmyresattendedtheAugustmeeting,but neitherMr. Kirby nor Mr. Smyreswereableto
makeit to the Septembermeeting.

Mr. Kirby calledattentiona list of traffic calmingmeasuresidentifiedandvotedon by theCAC attheir
August meeting. With regardto the CAC’s preferences,he suspecteda poii of Keizer’sTraffic Safety
Commissionmemberswould result in similar responses.Looking atthe CAC Septemberminutes,Mr.
Kirby commentedon a list of criteria developedby the CAC to be usedas a basisfor whento implement
a neighborhoodtraffic control device. A final documentin the CAC handoutwas a draft of the
NeighborhoodTraffic ManagementElementof Salem’sTransportationSystemPlan. The responsesfrom
the CAC wereincorporatedinto tablesdelineatingthe resultsof a scoringprocessfor neighborhood
routes,collectorsandarterials.

Mr. Kirby notedthat althoughSalem’sresultswereachievedby a citizensadvisorycommission,
considerablestafftime andtechnicalsupportwerenecessaryto assembleanddevelopthe data. He
pointedout thatKeizer’s Traffic SafetyCommissiondoesnot havelike resourcesto aid in putting
togethera final report to taketo Council, He believedthe considerableamountof informationgathered
by the Commissionwould serveas abasis in developinga traffic calmingdevicesplanfor Keizer.
However, he was unsurehow muchfurtherthe Traffic SafetyCommissionshouldgo with the issuedue. Traffic SafetyCommission

October22, 1998
Page3



to budgetimplicationsandthe needfor technicalreview. He solicited input from the Commissionas to
• how to proceed;whetherto passthe informationon to staff, or go directly to the Council. He

emphasizedthe needfor public input at somepoint.

Mr. Smyreshadattendedmanyof the CAC meetingsandwas well awareof all the work put in by the
group andSalemstaff. Shouldthe Traffic SafetyCommissiongo on to developaspecific
recommendation,he believeda City staffmembershouldbe assignedto work with the Commission.

The Commissionbriefly talked aboutsomeof the traffic calmingmeasuresproposedin the CAC
document. Theybelievedany recommendationshould alsoidentify possiblefunding sources. Theneed
for input regardingpossibleimpactson emergencyvehicleresponsetime was alsomentioned. Public
Works Director Kisslerwonderedif other communitieshadestablishedcriteria. Mr. Kirby will bring
backinformationhe receivedfrom Portlandregardingtheir plan.

After discussion,it was agreedthat Mr. Kirby would talk to City ManagerMull abouttheprocessfor
passingon a recommendation.He will requeststaff involvement;whetherit be that staffcarry the
processforwardfrom this point, or provideguidanceto the Commissionin developingspecificcriteria.
Mr. Kirby’s preferencewas thatthe Traffic SafetyCommission,as a final stepin theprocess,develop
and sendon a recommendationthroughstaffto the Council. He indicatedthat hewould like to complete
the processby the beginningof 1999. Mr. Kirby askedthe secretaryto provideMr. Mull with a copy of
the CAC handoutprior to their meetingnextweek.

• Parades/EventsOrdinance

• Sgt. Teaguedistributedcopiesof materialassembledby Lt. Miranda, theformerstaff liaison.
Includedwasa draftpermit procedureandapplicationform, anda copyof a samplepermit
applicationreceivedfrom theCity of SanDiego.

Sgt. Teaguewasunsurewho draftedthe procedurewhich specifically namedtheCity of Keizer
throughoutthedocument,but pointed out that it and theattachedapplicationform are identical
to Marion County’s.

Sgt. Teaguewasunsurewhat specificdirectionwas givento theTraffic SafetyCommission
whenit wasassignedthe taskof comingup with aprocessfor paradesandevents. Mr. Smyres
recalledthat eachCommissionmembersubmittedmaterialrelevantto somespecificaspectof
the process.And, that Lt. Mirandaintendedto collateand assemblethe informationinto a
singledocumentfor the Commissionto review.

In looking at thetwo samplesprovidedby Sgt. Teague,Mr. Kirby’s preferencewasfor the
shorter,moreconciseprocedureandapplicationratherthanthe lengthyapplicationusedby the
City of San Diego. It waspointedout that in additionto theprocedureoutlineandapplication
form, anordinancerequiringthepermit would needto bedraftedfor submittalto the Council.
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After discussion,Sgt. Teagueindicatedthat hewould contactCity RecorderTracyDavis to
• determinethe specificdocumentationwantedfrom the Traffic SafetyCommission.

6. REPORT FROM CHAIR

Mr. Kirby commentedonanarticle in today’s StatesmanJournal. It talkedaboutprime
concernsin Salemneighborhoods.A telephonesurveyof 403 Salemresidentsidentifiedtraffic
andspeedingasthetop fearof Salemresidents. A surveytakena yearago identifiedburglary
androbberyasthe top fear. Thepaperreportedthat theSalemPolice Departmentwasnot
surprisedat this year’sresponses.

7. SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS

Traffic

Mr. Smyrespointedout on his color codedwall mapthe locationsof traffic accidentsthat
occurredduring themonthof August. He notedthat if accidentscontinueat theratesofar this
year, thetotal for theyearwill greatlyexceedlast year’s total. Hewasparticularlyconcerned
aboutthe high numberof accidentsat ChemawaandRiverRoad. He wonderedif it would be
possibleto pin-point theproblemat thatintersection. Sgt. Teaguesuspectedthat someof the
accidentswere not immediatelyat the intersection,but on downthe street. He indicatedthat he
would pull thereportsto seeexactlywherethey occurred. Mr. Jacksonpointedout that

• accidentsat thedriveway into theRoth’s parkinglot aresometimesidentifiedasChemawaand
RiverRoad. Mr. Smyresreiteratedconcernshepreviouslyexpressedaboutillegal left-turns
into the Shari’s restaurantparking lot. Ms. Dibble commentedon theuseof WittenbergWay as
a cut through.

Vision Clearance

Mr. Smyresdistributedcopiesof adraft information andcomplaintform flyer he developed
with help from City Hall receptionist,SaraSol. City ManagerMull hasagreedto includethe
flyer in waterbillings andto makeit availableat theCity Hall front office. The flyer, with the
heading“HazardsIn Your Neighborhood,”displaysagraphicof treevision clearanceheight
requirements,lists vision clearanceprovisions,and includesa complaintform.

Mr. Smyresnotedthat the costto sendout the9,000flyers would beapproximately$253. He
assumedthe costswould beabsorbedby theCity sincethe City Managerapprovedthe mailing.

Mr. Georgehadsomeconcernsaboutthe clarity of thegraphic. Mr. Smyrespointedout that
the distributedcopiesweredoneon theCity’s photocopymachine--theactualcopiesin the
mailing will bedoneby Lazerquickandshouldhavegreaterdefinition.
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Mr. Smyresalsohopedto haveanarticle andcomplaintform publishedin theStatesman
• JournalandtheKeizertimes.

Mr. Georgemovedto forwardthe “Hazardsin Your Neighborhood”flyer to staff to
sendout in waterbills assoonaspossible. Mr. Smyressecondedthemotion.

TheCommissiondiscussedmodificationsto theflyer. Sgt. Teaguepointedout someoutline
form inconsistenciesin theproposeddraft. Mr. Kirby suggestedthat referencedordinance
numbersfollow ratherthanprecedesubject-matterverbiagein the outline. A commentwas
madethat perhapsthecomplainant’snameandphonenumbershouldnot be required. Public
Works Directordisagreed.Hepointedout theneedfor a contactpersonif complaintsare to be
resolved. Mr. Georgewonderedif wordingshouldbe addedto let residentsknow that
complaintscan be returnedwith waterpayments.Mr. Kirby believedit would beapparent.

Mr. Smyreswill havestaff furtherreview thedraft andmakethe suggestedmodifications. He
believedflyers should alsobe sentto the City’s sanitaryhaulers.

The motion carriedunanimously.

ADA Regulations

Ms. Dibble reportedthat the audiotapessheobtainedon ADA regulationscontainedno new
• informationon traffic relatedrequirementsor proposals.She commentedon theneedfor

sidewalksin Keizer,particularlyin locationswith heavypedestriantraffic suchasChemawa
Road. Mr. Smyresrecalledthat theprojecteddatefor ChemawaRoadimprovementsis 2002.

8. BIKEWAY COMMITTEE REPORT

No onewaspresentfrom theBikeway Committee.

9. STAFF LIAISON REPORT

Sgt. Teaguecommentedon theaccidentsand incidentsstatisticalreportsfor the monthof
August. Hewill sendout the Septemberreportswhentheyare available.

10. COUNCIL LIAISON REPORT

In MayorKoho‘s absence,PublicWorks DirectorKisslerbriefly reportedon City-related
activities andevents. lie commentedon a planningsessionhe attendedin Salemrelativeto a
transportationplanfor PortlandRoad. Keizer’s interestsin Salem’splanningarerelativeto
possibleimpactsonClaggettCreekwatershed,and afuturebikewaynetwork.
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Mr. Kisslerannouncedthat Keizer‘ s “Fall Haul,” sponsoredby theCity in cooperationwith
local garbagefranchises,will beheld onDecember5 at McNary High School from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. Leavesandgrasswill beaccepted.

Mr. Kissleralso mentionedplansfor anopenhouseat theCity’s newpump stationon Ridge
Drive.

11. OTHER/NEW BUSINESS

Mr. Jacksonadvisedthat he respondedto KURB ‘ s requestfor commentsregardingthe River
RoadDesignPlan Update. His commentswererelativeto threeissues:vision clearance,
proposeddrivewayclosures,andthePlan’s encouragementof highdensityhousingin
commercialareas. Mr. Jacksonbriefly expandedon his responses.

Mr. Smyresstatedthathehadalso senta letter. Hehadexpressedconcernsaboutaproposalto
narrowRiverRoadandaddbike lanes.

Mr. Kissleradvisedthata responsewasalso submittedby thePublicWorks Department
expressingconcernsaboutsomeof theproposals.

12. ADJOURNMENT/NEXTREGULAR MEETING - November 19, 1998

• Mr. Smyresaskedto beexcusedfrom nextmonth’s meetingdueto vacationplans.

Mr. Kirby remindedthe Commissionthat theNovembermeetingwill beheld on the third
Thursdayof themonth.

The meetingwasadjournedby Chair Kirby at 9:00p.m.
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