
MINUTES

RiverRoadRedevelopmentBoard
• Wednesday,October21, 1992

KeizerCity Hall

CALL TO ORDER ChairmanBauercalled themeetingto orderat 7:03p.m.

ROLL CALL The following memberswerepresent:Ed Bartlett, Torn Bauer,Mark Grenz,
Ed Gatchett,Art Gottfried, Mary Hardison,Jim Keller, Bob Keilbachand
Tim Smith. Also presentwere Eric Simonsen,Andy Leisinger, Wayne
WoosleyandJohnMorgan,Community DevelopmentDirector.

INTRODUCTION Art Gottfriedwasintroducedasthenewmemberof theRedevelopmentBoard.
OF NEW MEMBER Heis therepresentativeof thePlanningCommission.Mr. Gottfried is retired

from the Highway Departmentand he sharedsomeof his work experience
with thatagency.

ANNOUNCEMENTS Mr. Morgan notedthatat present,the Boardmember’stermsaredependent
upon the termof the Councilorwho appointedthem. He maybetaldngan
amendmentto theCouncil in Decemberfor theBoardto havesetterms. Mr.
Keller will be leavingtheBoard whenhetakeshisplaceasaCity Councilor
in January.

Mr. Morganexplained,with ahandout,thecomplexconceptofTaxIncrement
Financingmonieswhich areavailablefor Urban RenewalDistricts.

PUBLIC HEARING Chair Baueropenedthe Public Hearing on the River RoadDesign Plan.
Speakingwere:

Ruth Palmer,3945 -5th AvenueN., Keizer,OR 97303. Ms. Palmerstated
that shewas concernedabouttheprojectedremovalof the signal at Sunset.
Shedid not understandwhy this changewasplannedwhich would result in
anotheroneblockstreet. ChairBauernotedthat thesignalwasscheduledfor
removalbecauseof thenew signal to be at theBi-Mart Street. Ms. Palmer
wasalsoconcernedaboutthe plan for Iris Laneandthe traffic problemsthat
would result.

Gordon Beecroft, 190 Menlo Drive N., Keizer, OR 97303. Mr. Beecroft
statedhewasaprofessionalengineer.He wantedto commenton theproposed
closings. Heexplainedthat theprojectedculdesacattheendof Menlo would
removeseveraltreesin their yard aswell asrequiringsomeof his property.
HealsostatedMenlo Drive hasonly onehouseon eithersideeastof thecross
streetwith both houseshavingtheir drivewaysopeningonto thecrossstreet.
He wasopposedto theclosing if wasto provideparkingon River Road.

Mr. Beecroftalsoquestionedtheplannedremovalof the signals. He stated
thedistanceof .45 miles from Manbrin to Dearbornis on thevergeofbeing
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too far apartfor traffic to work in theplatoon system. Mr. Keller askedif the
lights were synchronized and platooning occurred, would Sunset and
Cummingsstill havea problem. Mr. Beecroftstatedthetraffic doesn’tstay

• in a platoon. He said it would be feasibleto synchronizethelights in the
direction of theheavy flow andthey would changeduringtheday.

Mr. Beecroftmentionedthe plannedpayersin theintersectionshaveshown
to be very shortlived. He statedmaintenanceon brick is theworst but even
texturedblock would probably requireoverlay.

VeraBeecroft, 190 MenloDrive N., Keizer, OR 97303. Ms. Beecroftwas
concernedabouttheprojectedculdesacattheendof Menlo Drive. Shewas
alsoconcernedaboutthewhetherthedeadendsof thosestreetswould be sold
for commercialrealestate.

Darrell Richardson,3985 RivercrestDrive N., Keizer, OR 97303. Mr.
Richardsonwasconcernedaboutthe removalof thelight at Sunset. He also
would like to seethewideningof Sunsetto includea left turn lane.

DalePowell, 788GreenwoodDriveNE, Keizër, OR97303. Mr. Powelldid
not speakatthis time.

BarbaraandBruceDover, 5432NewbergDr. N., Keizer, OR 97303. The
Doversdid not speakin thehearing.

S Dick McKee, 1515 ManzanitaDrive NE, Keizer, OR 97303. Mr. McKee
did not speakatthis time.

Bob French, 1384 ManzanitaDrive NE, Keizer, OR 97303. Mr. French
askedhowearlythelight at ManbrinandCherrywould beremovedandwhy
thesidewalkswouldbemovedawayfrom thestreet. He wasconcernedthat
substantialmaintenancecostwould beadded.

Mr. Morgannotedtheplan for movingthesidewalkswasto makeRiverRoad
morepedestrianfriendly and to createlandscapespacefor a more aesthetic
corridor. He also said the Boardhadunderstoodthepotential maintenance
cost. Mr. Frenchstatedif it was maintainedhe wouldn’targue.

RayBuckno,939LawnviewSt. N.E., Keizer,OR97303. Mr. Bucknostated
he wasa PGElinemanandhe workedwith electricaloutages.Hestatedone
of his concernswas the ornamentallights plannedfor 15 foot poles. He
believedthesewould be targetsfor vandalismand thatmaintenancewould be
expensive. He also was concernedabout the life expectancyof the brick
work.

Mr. Buckno stated that undergroundutilities take substantiallylonger for
servicewhen thereareoutagesbecauseof thehardtime finding theproblem.
He saidthatoverheadlinescanbe fixed within minutesandpowertransferred
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to the userson both sides of the break. He also said the wire and the
installationof undergroundutilities is moretimeconsuming.

• Mr. Keller askedaboutthecommenttheBoardhadheardconcerningtheease
of maintaining underground utilities. Mr. Buckno stated that with
undergrounding,outagestake in bigger areasand if a transformeris lost
underground,all poweris lost.

NateLevin, P.O. Box 4174, Salem,OR 97302. Mr.- Levin statedhe was
concernedwith creatinglandscapedareaswhich would not be able to be
maintaineddueto budgetconstraints. Hedid notbelievethat landscapingor
addingundergroundingwould helpaccomplishthegoalsof theplan.

RayBuckno,939LawnviewSt. NE, Keizer,OR 97303. Mr. Buckno stated
hedid not seerebuilding somethingwherenothingis wrong. Hedid notsee
theneedfor rebuildingall of RiverRoadasasolutionfor doingtraffic signals.
He alsocommentedon theamountof moneybeingspenton interest.

HughAdams,4090RiverRoadN. , Keizer, OR 97303. Mr. Adamsstated
he had lived for 54 yearsjust north of Baskinand Robbins. He statedthe
principleis to enhancetheCity isawhole. Hebelievedthat it wasaparadox
to try to movemoretraffic by slowing them up insteadof speedingthemup.
He believed Keizer haddone a remarkablejob of holding down taxesbut
citizensneededto askedif 4.2million justifiedtheinvestment.Healsonoted
that every actionhada counteractionand someof the solutionswerejust

S bandaidsi.e. CherryAvenue.

ChairBauerstatedthat thepurposeof theUrbanRenewalDistrict wasto try
to right blightedareas. Mr. Smith statedoneof thereasonsworkon Cherry
was notincludedwas thepossibilityof federaldollarsbeingavailable.

Mr. Morgan sharedcommentsfrom severalpeoplewhocould not attendbut
contactedhim by telephone. ThosepersonsincludedMr. Tom Palmer,Bill
Johnson,Kaien Hudson,Ron Perry, Lee Jenny and JackLarson. Al and
Dorothy Lamerfrom 5930RiverRoadwereconcernedaboutlosingparking
at their commercialbuilding betweenChurchdaleandChemawaon thewest
side of River Road. They suggestedusing the alley going north from
Churchdaleasa backcirculationrouteto solvesomeof theaccessproblems.
Thiswould requirepaving andprovision of betteraccess. Mr. Gatchetthad
someconcernsregardingthatarea.

ChairBauerclosedthePublic Hearing.

He announceda breakat 8:45 p.m.

The meetingwasreconvenedat 9:02p.m.

Chair BaueropenedthePublic Hearingon theMajor PlanAmendment. Mr.
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Morgangaveastaffreport. He statedthat the Amendmentwould changethe
plan to includethelatestdatefor Issueof BondedIndebtednesswould be 15
yearsfollowing theadoptionof theUrbanRenewalPlan. Healsopointedout

• thechangeto makeadditionoflandmorethan 1 percentofthepresentdistrict
a major pianamendmentanda studyrequiredby the 1991 Legislature.

ChairBauerclosedthePublic Hearing.

DELIBERATION Mr. Keller askedwhat the Councilorswould receivein their packetfor the
November2nd meeting. Mr. Morganstatedeverything. He saidtheCouncil
couldbeaskedto continuethe hearingallowing theBoardto takeinput and
then makechangesin thedraft. Mr. Keller wasconcernedthat theplandid
not seemcompleted.

Mr. Keller moved thatan ordinanceapprovingthe First Amendmentto the
North River Road Urban Renewal Plan and Report be approved. Mr.
Keilbachsecondedthe motion. The motion passedunanimously.

The Boardcontinuedto discussthe input they had receivedfrom the Public
Hearingincluding theclosingat Menlo Driveandtheundergrounding.Mr.
Morgan mentionedthat Mr. Lyman, ownerof the funeralhomeon Menlo
Drivehadalsohada concernabouttheclosing.

In regard to the undergrounding,Mr. Morgan stated he had askedBill
Petersonto negotiateastheCity staffmember. ChairBauerstatedtheBoard

• neededto lookatall theoptionsprior to thepresentationto theCity Council.
It wasnotedthatpeoplein supportof theplanprobablydid not feeltheneed
to attendthehearing. Mr. Keller commentedthat thepeoplehe talkedwith
hadbeenextremelysupportiveof theplan. Mr. Grenzpointed out that the
UrbanRenewalprocesswasestablishedto spendmoneyfor thingsthatwould
not be fundedif theyweretied to a budget. He felt theDistrict shouldhave
theright to spendmoneyto makesomethingslook better.

The Board felt a work sessionwas neededprior to the presentationto the
Council. They askedthat Dick Woelk, Traffic Engineerandotherexperts
be presentfor questioningregardingsomeof theinput from theHearing.

NEXT MEETING The nextBoardmeetingwill beOctober 28th from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m at
City Hall.

ADJOURNMENT A motion was madeby Jim Keller andsecondedby Bob Keilbach that the
meetingbe adjourned. The meetingwasadjournedat 9:45p.m.
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