
. MINUTES
CITY OF KEIZER

TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMISSION
KEIZER CITY HALL LIBRARY

OCTOBER 17, 1996

CALL TO ORDER

Themeetingwascalledto orderby ChairGorlinsky at 7:35 p.m.

2. ROLL CALL

Thefollowing memberswerepresent:GregMcLeod,ErnestSmyres,Fred
George,Mike Kirby, andPaulGorlinsky. Mr. McLeodleft at 8:50 p.m.

Also presentwere: PoliceOfficerDavidLeDay,Council LiaisonDennisKoho,
andRecordingSecretaryNonaOxe’. StaffLiaisonSgt. MarkMirandaarrivedat
8:09 p.m.

3. REVIEW/APPROVE MINUTES - SEPTEMBER 19, 1996

Mr. Smyrescalledattentionto an errorin commentsattributedto him on page3,
paragraph5 of theSeptember19 minutes.He requestedthat theminutesbe
correctedto state,“Mr. Smyressuggestedputting reflectivepostson Chemawafor
ashortdistanceto stop illegal left turns.”

The minuteswere approved, as corrected.

Mr. Smyresstatedthatin looking backovertheminutes,he felt thatSgt. Miranda
waswrongwhenheindicatedthatspacerestrictionswouldprohibit construction
ofa small curb alongthe4900blockofRiver Road. Mr. Gorlinsky indicatedthat
thePublicWorksDepartmentcouldbe askedto takealook to seeif therewas
enoughroomfor acurb.

4. APPEARANCEOFINTERESTEDCITIZENS

No onecameforwardto presentanyissuesto theCommission.

5. REPORT FROM CHAIR
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. Mr. Gorlinsky reportedthat asoftoday,the45 MPH signsareup on River Roadfrom
TheMeadowsto theCity limits. OfficerLeDayconfirmedthatenforcementwouldbea
little lenientfor thefirst 30 days,andthentightenedup.

Mr. Gorlinskywonderedif with theapprovalofthebaseballstadiumproject,the Traffic
SafetyCommissionwould in somewaybeinvolved in thetraffic planningprocess.

MayorKoho explainedthat with fundingfrom theDepartmentofTransportation,atraffic
study is beingdonethatwill addressissuesto do with theball park,andwith the
ChemawaActivity Center. Henotedthatthetraffic studywill help in makingdecisions
with regardto theflow ofeventtraffic, andalsolong-rangetraffic managementoncethe
activity centerdevelops.

MayorKoho respondedto questionsaboutpossibilitiesfor divertingstadiumtraffic,
particularlywith regardto the likelihoodthatTepperLanewould be closed,at least
temporarily. Mr. Gorlinsky suggestedthatif Tepperis barricaded,bikesbeallowedto
getthrough. Healso felttheremightbe someproblemwith peopleparkingonTepper
andwalking to thestadium,andsuggestedthat it mightbe goodto makeTepperLane“no
parking”during events.MayorKoho alsoansweredquestionsabouttheproposed
RadiantDrive alignmentwith Lockhaven.

OTHER REPORTS (Addeditem)

Mr. McLeodreportedthathetalkedto thetraffic engineerfrom theCity ofBeaverton
aboutspeedbumps. Theyarepleasedwith thesuccessoftheonesthey installed. The
bumpsareFireDepartmentfriendly,while droppingthespeedabout15 MPH. Mr.
McLeodindicatedthathewould be happyto write up all the informationin areport. Mr.
Gorlinsky feltthat it wouldbehelpful to PublicWorksDirectorMull.

MayorKoho felt thattheCouncil wouldbeinterestedin receivingthe information. He
notedthatthereis moneyin thestreetfundthatmightbeused,andsuggestedthat
informationaboutBeaverton’sspeedbumps,togetherwith costinformation,begivento
Mr. Mull for him to submitaproposalto theCouncil.

Mr. Gorlinsky providedthenewmemberswith backgroundinformationaboutthe
proposalfor speedbumpsonRidgeDrive. He pointedout thattheTraffic Safety
Commissionalsofeltthat RidgeDrive mightactasapilot projectto determinethe
advisabilityofusingspeedbumpsat otherlocationsin theCity, suchasDearborn.

Mr. Gorlinsky circulatedtheDMV’s newdriverslicense,andexplainedits advantages
over theold license.

7. REVIEW OF NEWSPAPERARTICLE SUBJECTS(takenoutoforder)
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. Mr. Georgesubmittedadraftarticleabout“left turns.” OfficerLeDaymadecopiesofthe
articlefor everyoneto review. No changesweresuggested.Thearticlewill begivento
Sgt. Mirandato put in theproperformat,andsubmitto theKeizertimes.

For MayorKoho’sbenefit, Mr. Gorlinsky describedthenewsarticleproject,andnoted
thatit respondsto theTraffic SafetyCommission’sgoalto developaneducation
program.

Mr. McLeodhadnotyet preparedhis articleon “walk signals.”

(Sgt.Mirandaarrivedandtook hisplaceatthetable.)

A Discussionfollowedregardingcrosswalksandthefalsesenseof securitytheyconvey.
MayorKoho notedthat sometimebackthe issuecameup with regardto acrossingon
RiverRoadneartheBi-Mart center. He recalledthattherewasquite abit ofdiscussion
asto whetherto takeoutthe crosswalkbecauseofthepoorvisibility. Heperceivedthatif
Iris Laneandtheproposedsignalarenotput in, theCouncilmayrevisit the issue.

MayorKoho respondedto questionsaboutthenewClaggettStreetintersectionandthe
changesto SandyDrive.

Mr. McLeodrespondedto questionsabouttraffic signalization.

8. DISCUSSIONREGARDING BICYCLE LANES (takenoutoforder)

Mr. Gorlinskyhadnoticedthatthereis bicycletraffic on a fewstreetsin theCity not
havingbicycle lanes. He specificallymentionedalocationon RiverRoadnearthe
northernCity limits wheresouthboundbicycleridersmustcompetewith 45 MPH traffic
withoutthebenefitof abike lane. Henotedthattheroadis usedquite abitby bicycle
ridersin thesummertime.It wasMr. Gorlinsky’s feelingthattwo feetofasphaltwould
takecareoftheproblem. Henotedthatthereis a sidewalkandabicycle laneontheeast
sideoftheroad.

Sgt. Mirandapointedout thatinitially bike laneswereput on WheatlandinsteadofRiver
Road.

Mr. Kirby notedthat themarkedlaneon theeastsideof River Roadreferredto by Mr.
Gorlinsky is not actuallyabike lane,but awhite curb line.

TheCommissiondiscussedtheneedfor morebike lanes,andpossiblesourcesfor
funding. Mr. McLeodsuggestedthepossibility ofapplyingfor ODOT money. Mayor

Koho

pointedout thatthereis a surplusin theCity’s streetfund. Mr. Gorlinsky
wonderedif it wouldbe appropriateto identify locationsneedingbike lanes,andsubmita
list to thePublicWorksDepartment.MayorKohopointedout thattheBudget
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• Committeewill soonbeginits work. He suggestedthattheCommissionworkona
proposalforusingstreetfunds. He alsofelt thatit wouldbehelpfulto haveaPublic
WorksDepartmentstaffcontactontheTraffic SafetyCommission. Sgt.Mirandapointed
out that oneofthe identifiedgoalsis PublicWorksparticipationon theTraffic Safety
Commission.

Mr. McLeodwonderedif theBicycle Committeemight be working on similar issues.
Sgt. Mirandaagainbroughtup thepossibilityof combiningtheTraffic Safety
CommissionandtheBicycle Committee. Mr. Gorlinsky notedthathetalkedto Mr.
SangsteroftheBicycle Committeeandfoundthattheirfocusis somewhatdifferent from
that oftheTraffic SafetyCommission.Hestatedthathewould try to getcopiesofsome
oftheirpastminutesto getabetterunderstandingoftheir interests.

Thediscussionofbicyclesafetyledto discussionof othersafetyconcerns.Mr. Smyres
wasstill especiallyconcernedaboutoverhangingtrees,andvision-obstructingshrubbery.

Mr. GeorgequestionedhowtheTraffic SafetyCommissionwouldproceedto identify
andcorrecttraffic andvisionclearanceproblems.He wonderedif individualsorsub-
committeeswouldbe appointedto work on specific issues.Mr. Gorlinsky explainedthe
processusedfor visionclearanceproblems--thateachmemberreportanyproblemhehas
observedanywherewithin theCity. Theproblemis thenreferredto thePublicWorks
Department.

Mr. Smyressuggestedthata largemapbeposted,andthatareaswith problemsbepin-
pointed. Whentheproblemis fixed, thepin couldbe removedorthecolor changed.It
wasagreedthatsomethingvisualwouldbeveryhelpful. Sgt. Mirandaindicatedthathe
wouldbring backamappostedon aboard.

6. GOAL STATUS

Mr. Gorlinsky indicatedthat it wasnowup to theCommissionto decidehowto proceed
to achievethedefinedgoalsandobjectives. Referringto the list, hepointedoutactivities
nowin theworkswith regardto identifyingtraffic problems,anddevelopinganeducation
program. He felt thatworkshouldbeginsoonto identify aprogramfor a1997 grant
requestin orderto meetthenewJune1 deadline.

Mr. Kirby pointedoutthat someofthemeasuresneedto be doneonanon-goingbasis,
whereasothersare“quick hits.” He suggestedthatat eachmeetingthelist be reviewed,
andasanyone-timemeasureis accomplished,it becheckedoff. On-goingmeasurescan
bemonitoredeachmonthto ensurethattheyarebeingdone.

In

looking overthe list, Mr. McLeodaskedMayorKohoif theCouncil hadtakenany
actionwith regardto ADA requirements.Hepointedout thathehadobservedlittle being
doneon any wholesalebasis. MayorKohorecalledCouncil’sparticipationin theADA

Traffic SafelyCommission

October 17, 1996
Page4



• process,but couldnotrecall any activity specificto physicalimplementationof
requirements.To hisknowledge,therewasno list of identifiedneeds. Mr. McLeodhad
observedthatin differentdevelopments,differentstylesof wheel-chairrampshadbeen
installed. Henotedthathehasrepeatedlybroughtup thesubjectbecauseofhis concern
thatthePublicWorksDepartmentmightnotbemeetingfederally-mandated
requirements.He felt thatthereshouldbeanon-goingprogramfor installationand
repair. MayorKoho pointedout thatthereis moneyin thestreetfund. He feltthat if the
Traffic SafetyCommissionwereto comeup with apackageandidentify costs,the
BudgetCommitteewouldconsidertheproposal.

Goalsrelativeto interactionwith staffandwith the City Council werediscussed.Mayor
Kohopointedout the limitationson staffresources.Hehopedhisparticipationon the
Traffic SafetyCommissionwouldhavesomeimpactonthegoal for visibility to the
Council. He alsofelt thatthereshouldbeanannualCouncil sessionfor all theTraffic
SafetyCommissionto comeandtalk aboutneeds.Mr. Gorlinskynotedthathe talkedto
MayorKoho aboutthechairsdoingtheirownreportingto council. MayorKoho
concededthatthereareproblemswith the currentprocessof CouncilLiaison reporting.

Mr. Georgesuggestedthatratherthangoing atthegoalslist “hit andmiss,”it mightbe
appropriateto assignagoalto asub-committeeofoneortwo members,to investigateand

• comeup witha solutionorrecommendation.

Mr. McLeodexcusedhimselffromthemeetingat 8:50p.m. Beforeleaving,he reminded
thegroupthatnextweekhewouldbeattendingtheODOT TransportationSafety
Conferencein Bend,athis company’sexpense.Hewill try to bring abriefreportbackto
theCommission.

After discussion,it wasagreedthat atthenextmeetingspecificgoalswill beassignedto
sub-committees.Intheinterim,eachmemberis to look overthe list andselectanissue
hewould like to be associatedwith.

9. STAFF LIAISON REPORT

Sgt. Mirandadeferredto Mr. Kirby to reporton thegrantapplication. Mr. Kirby reported
thata coupledaysagohereceivedacall from theStatein connectionwith the grant
applicationsubmittedby theTraffic SafetyCommission.Theirquestionhadto do with
grantrules. Mr. Kirby notedthatfor somereasonthey interpretedtherequestto mean
thatthegrantfundswouldbeusedto rentatheater.Whenheexplainedtheproposalto
educateadultsandkids onbikehelmetuseby wayof movie theaterannouncementson
thescreen,theythoughtit wasa greatidea.

Sgt.

Mirandareportedthat startinglastSaturday,thePoliceDepartmentbeganaprogram
to showenforcementslidesattheKeizerCinema.HenotedthattheDepartmentis
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• payingfor threemonthsoftimeon thescreen,andthetheateris kicking in anextra
month. Sgt. Mirandais alsoworking on a videofor TCI Cableon schoolbussafety.

Sgt. Mirandadistributedcopiesof TrafficSafetyNotes,andPoliceDepartmentmonthly
statisticsonaccidents,speed,andschoolbussafetylight violations. Henotedthatthe
informationonaccidentswasnewthismonth. Hewill presentit monthly alongwith the
otherstatistics. Herespondedto questionsaboutthetypesandnumberofaccidents,and
howtheyarereported.

OfficerLeDayrespondedto questionsaboutspeedson Dearborn. Henotedthatwith the
addedenforcement,thereis aboutan80%improvementoversix to eightmonthsago.
Sgt.MirandaconcededthatthenumberonecomplaintthroughouttheCity is still
speedingvehicles.

Mr. Gorlinsky suggestedthatit would be goodto put thestatisticson awebsite,when
available. MayorKoho indicatedthatit is now availablethroughhis computer.

Recallingtraffic concernsreportedatthe lastmeeting,Sgt. Mirandaadvisedthathesenta
memoto PublicWorksDirectorMull abouttheproposedreflectivepostonChemawa
Road. He also submittedanotherrequestfor yellowcurbingon LockhavenDrive eastof
RiverRoad.

Mr. Gorlinskycalledattentionto, The Clipping, apublicationput togetherby someoneat
DMV wherehe works. Henotedthat someonegoesthroughall thepapersandcorrelates
newsreportsonwhattheTraffic SafetyCommissionsaredoing. An articleon Keizer
wasincluded.

10. OTHERJNEWBUSINESS

Officer LeDayrespondedto questionsabouthis motorcycleaccident. Sgt.Miranda
commentedon freewayaccidents.Henotedthat an1-5 TaskForcemeetingis scheduled
for December.

Sgt. MirandaandMayorKoho respondedto questionsaboutDUI impounds. Sgt.
Mirandarecalledhis interestin anordinancethatwouldallow seizingvehicles. Henoted
thatcurrentlythereis apenaltycharge,butnothingallowing seizing. MayorKoho
believedthata Statestatutewasin placethatwould allowa City ordinance.

11. ADJOURNMENT/NEXT MEETING NOVEMBER 21, 1996

Themeetingwasadjournedby ChairGorlinsky at9:25 p.m.
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