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KeizerRIVERR

(RegionalIntergovernmentalVisionsEnhancingRiverResources)
TaskForceMeeting

Minutes
Wednesday,October15, 2003 at5:30p.m.
KeizerCity Hall ConferenceRoomB

1. Call to Order:
Chair Richard Walsh called the meeting to order at 5:34 pm.

2. Roll Call:
Roll call was taken as follows:

Present: Absent:
Richard Walsh, Chair Mike Kirby
Ron Campbell Kasia Quillinan. Hershe Sangster Barbara Young
Matt Thorburn
Mark Brown Also attending
Clark Williams Rinee Merritt, Trust for Public Land
Rob Kissler Mr. Lowden, Surveyor
Darrell Monk (arrived 5:55) Debbie Lockhart, Recording Secretary

3. Approval of Minutes — September 17, 2003
Clark Williams noted corrections to the minutes: On page 2 the SDC amount should
not be $700,000 but $400,000; and in the preceding paragraph, Mr. Walsh stated
that the combination of the two parks might be beneficial, not Mr. Williams.

Mark Brown moved to approve the Minutes as corrected. Matt Thorburn seconded.

The motion passed unanimously as follows:

AYES: Walsh, Campbell, Sangster, Thorburn, Brown, Williams, Kissler and Monk (8)
NAYES: None (0)
ABSENT: Kirby, Quillinan and Young (3)
ABSTENTIONS: None (0)

4. Appearance of Interested Citizens
None
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• 5. Old Business/New Business
Chair Richard Walsh updated members on the landowners who had expressed an
interest in selling their property to the City. He stated that consideration is being
given to rescheduling the October 24 meeting with the landowners so that Marion
County representatives can attend.

Mr. Walsh then introduced Rinee Merrit, with Trust for Public Land who briefed
members about the Trust for Public Land, a national non profit organization whose
mission is “land for people”. It assists others at acquiring lands that would be held
open for public access. One of the most recent nearby projects is the Stayton
Riverfront Park which should close at the start of next year.

Mall Thorburn reported that the above mentioned park was a property that Stayton
and the County had identified in the Parks Planning process. The Trust for Public
Land coordinated the deal, negotiating with the different entities, establishing a price,
working through the logistics, etc. They put together several sources of funding: the
landowner, City of Stayton, Oregon Parks and Recreation, Oregon Watershed
Enhancement Board, County and Trust for Public Land (providing some funding by
way of project coordination/management and title research). Mr. Thorburn concluded
that Marion County Board of Commissioners has indicated that they having funding,
are looking for an area to use it and that the WHiamette River project is one of the
top candidates.. Ms. Merritt stated that with all the work the task force has already done, the park
appears to be an extremely intriguing possibility. She briefed members on the
process that TPL uses to reach the desired goals. The possibility of a Life Estate
was addressed as well as the granting of a Conservation Easement. In response to
questions regarding the possibility of a long-term ground lease, Ms. Merrill stated
that TPL does not do leases so the City would need to negotiate that themselves. It
was also noted that the total project may involve a blend of all these different
scenarios. Rob Kissler suggested a partition which would keep the ground around
the houses and the county would take over the rest for a park.

There was some discussion about the possibility of increasing the urban renewal
boundary and the effects that would have on the possible land acquisitions. It was
noted that, if it was to expand, there would be no guarantee that it would expand
toward the river and not toward 1-5.

Ms. Merritt questioned the ownership of mineral and water rights, which would affect
the cost of the properties. She noted that anything that can be done to raise the
value of a property will increase the chance that the owners will sell. Ms. Merrill
stated that if TPL was involved in the project, one of the first things that would be
done is obtain a current title report to ensure that the property owners can actually
sell the property. She concluded that she would need to take the information she

• had received at the meeting and submit it to the Portland office. They would consider
the value and address the issue of whether the City really needs their assistance in
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• pulling the funding together or if the value of the property is low enough that the City
would already have enough money to finalize the transaction without the help of
TPL.

Clark Williams stated that he was a member of the Task Force because he served
on the Parks Advisory Board, that the City of Keizer had limited funds and that the
total funds in the Park Department is about $400,000 to $450,.000. He continued
that the park system is about 35% complete according to the Master Plan and that
there is no consensus from the Parks Advisory Board to support this project.

Ms. Merrit responded that in a situation like this TPL would be an attractive option
since they would work to put together several funding sources rather than depleting
the City funds. She noted that she was willing to commit TPL in the beginning stages
of the project, but, before they could do anything, they would have to have a
commitment. TPL would probably need a Resolution from the City stating that they
are committed to the completion of this project.

•. Inventory from Natural Heritage Information Center
Ron Campbell reviewed the report from the Natural Heritage Information Center, the
state agency for mapping of plant communities and conditions, habitat types, and
protected species on properties. He noted that the forested area, wetland areas,
gravel bar and waterfront area all need to be protected. The areas for any

• development other than non-motorized trails are fairly large. Additionally it was noted
that the entire area is in the 10-year floodplain. Mr. Campbell noted that he wanted
to investigate that further. He continued that there were some noxious weeds that
need to be controlled, including blackberries, scotch broom and a multi-stemmed
Japanese Knotweed. Specifically the knotweed should be eliminated as soon as
possible because it spreads rapidly.

Additionally, the Natural Heritage Information Center looked for any presence of
plant or animal species that have some sort of protected status under federal and
state programs and found none. It was noted however, that there are some small
areas that provide potential habitat for protected species - mainly the wetlands and
the gravel bar - not areas that would conflict with development. Habitat for protected
species, such as the red-legged frog and western pond turtle, would be leverage for
improved environment and potential funding sources. Mr. Campbell noted, however,
that the bull frog was already in the area and would discourage other species from
becoming established. He concluded that, when the final report came out, he would
have maps for the Task Force.

Mr. Kissler pointed out that according to the FEMA map, the entire park area is not
in the floodplain, but the Willamette River Floodway. He indicated that he felt this
should be confirmed with Marion County’s maps.
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• •. Access Easement from the State of Oregon
Mr. Lowdon, surveyor for Marion County displayed a map showing the Access
Easement from the State of Oregon. He pointed out that, because there are some
discrepancies, there may be a problem with usage. In order to find out if the public
could have legal access to the park, it would take some in-depth deed research and
legal counsel. If the County was involved with the project, they would be available to
research this. It was noted that other options were using the “Public Access Way of
Necessity” or a “prescriptive easement” across the property.

+ Public Involvement
Mark Brown addressed the Task Force stating that there appears to be too much
work to do before a Public Involvement Package can be finalized. He noted that he
could put together something simple like a readable map of the area with detail on
the parcels which are being considered for purchase with approval of the Task
Force, but continued that contact needed to be made with the landowners most
directly involved in the project first.

In response to a request from Chair Walsh, members agreed that the next step
should be to approach the property owners. Mr. Walsh noted that his meeting was
scheduled for October 24. Ms. Merritt noted that TPL should be present at that
meeting but that she would not be available on the

24
th The general consensus of

the members was that TPL should participate in the project from the beginning and
• should be included in the first meeting with the landowners.

6. Adjourn
Meeting adjourned at 7:05 pm.

Next meeting Wednesday, November 19, 2003, 5:30 pm.
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. NaturalResourcesInventory for NaturalVegetation,At-Risk
Species,andotherFishandWildlife Resourcesat
BeardsleyBar

Preparedby
JimmyKaganandSusanVrilakas
OregonNaturalHeritageInformationCenter
OregonStateUniversity

September2003

Introduction

A plant associationinventoryoftheBeardsleyBar Sitewascompletedaspart ofan
assessmentfor threatenedandendangeredspecies,fish andwildlife, wetlandsand
significantplantcommunitiesin thesummerof2003. Thesitewasinventoriedto assist
thecity in developingamanagementplan,andto determinetheoverallsignificanceof
thesite in relationshipto otherWillametteGreenwayproperties.

Theinventoryandmappingeffort involved detailedsurveysfor vegetation,at-risk
species,noxiousweeds,andwildlife habitat.Polygonsmappedon aerialphotographs

S providedby OPRDwere classifiedaccordingto the OregonNaturalHeritageProgram’s
vegetationclassification,which is nowpartoftheNationalVegetationClassification
System(NVCS). Field surveysfor the BeardsleyBar Sitewereconductedon the
following dates:(9/12/03,9/26/03)

All ofthemappedpolygonsin thehistoric sitewerevisited. If thepolygonshadpotential
for rare,threatenedorendangeredspecieshabitat,theywerecompletelysurveyed. If not,
theywerevisited to assurethat thepolygoncouldbecorrectlylabeled,andthatthe
vegetationwithin thepolygonwasindeedoneplant community. A specieslist hasbeen
put togetherfor thesite,althoughasall surveyswereconductedlate in theseason,plants
(particularlyannuals)only visible earlyin theseasonwerenot included. This list is
includedasAppendixA. In addition,a list of wildlife specieswhich couldpotentially
occurin theseareaswasdevelopedfrom thefield visits andfrom theGAP Analysis
Project(Kaganeta!. 1999)data. Thiswildlife specieslist is includedasAppendixB.

Eachof thepolygonsis characterizedasa conditionclassfrom 1-4,using thecriteria
developedfor the OregonStateParksandRecreationDepartmentmasterplanning
protocols. Thedefinition of theclassesareincludedbelow.

• Condition1: Pristinenativeplantcommunityin excellentconditionanduncommonin
Oregon;and/orhasaspecialprotectiondesignation.

• Condition2: Nativeplantcommunitygenerallyundisturbedby historic or current

S humanactivities,ofgoodvigor andcondition.1



• • Condition3: Nativeplantcommunitymoderatelydisturbedby historic orcurrent
humanactivitiesorby intrusionby non-nativespecies;ordespitegoodcondition,is
socommonin Oregonasto allowsomelossto development.Includesdense,single
species/age,youngto moderatelyagedforeststands.
Condition4: Generallydisturbedby developmentorotherhumanactivities;or
consistsmostlyof non-nativespecies.

A secondsetofratingswereappliedto all oftheforestedhabitattypes,to describetheir
standageandstandstructure,aswell asthesuccessionalstatusofthestands,in relation
to theplantassociationin theNVCS. The ratingsystemusedwasan A-C, definedas
follows: A = climax or latesuccessional(or if appropriatethemodelexpressionofthe
NVCS plantassociation);B = mid-successional;or C = earlyseral.

All vegetationtypesarecharacterizedasplantassociationsin theNVCS andhavebeen
givenaNaturalHeritageRank,whichdescribesboththeGlobalstatusofthevcgetation
typethroughoutits range,andthe Statestatusin Oregon.A descriptionofhowthis
systemworks is includedonline at: http://www.natureserve.org/explorer/ranking.htm.
Briefly, vegetationtypesarerankedfrom 1-5,with 1 representingtypesthat are
endangeredthroughouttheirrange,and5 representingtypesthataredemonstrably
secure.TheGlobalandStateheritageranksfor all ofthetypesareincludedfollowing
thenameofthetype. Theseranksdo not describeindividual occurrencesofthe
vegetationtype,onlytheoverall statusofthetypeitself.

Description of the BeardsleyBar Site

BeardsleyBar is fairly largeriparianbottomlandon theeastbankoftheWillamette
River,justnorthofSalemandwestof Keizer. It is foundatabendoftheriver, with the
river startingout flowing west,andcurvingto thenorth. Thecurveoftheriverhas
createdannualfloodingandlargegraveldepositsalongthesouthhalfofthesite. The
large,exposedgravelbarmusthavegiventhesite its name. In additionto thegravelbar
dominatedalternatelyby willows, low shrubsandforbs,thesitehastwo good-sized
riparianforests,somepondscreatedby formergravelextractionactivities,and some
naturalvernalpoolsandpondsona seasonalriver channel.Thecenterofthesitewas
significantly alteredby thegravelextraction,but theremainderofthetract is in very
good,andfairly naturalcondition.
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Figure1 showstheapproximateboundariesof theBeardsleyBarsiteas inventoried.

Figure1. Boundariesof BeardsleyBar.
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Plant

Associationsfound at BeardsleyBar

Therewereforestlands,shrublands,grasslandsanddevelopedareasmappedat thesite.

FORESTEDASSOCIATIONS (F)

Fl— 2(A): Grandfir-Bigleafmaple/Vinemaple-hazelForest(Abiesgrandis-Acer
macrophyllum/Acercircinatum-Coryluscornuta)G2S2

This typerepresentsasmall but significantexampleof averyrareandimportantplant
community. It is amix ofgrandfir (Abiesgrandis),Douglasfir (Pseudotsuga
menziesii),andbigleafmaple(Acermacrophyllum),with someindividualsofOregonash
(Fraxinuslatifolia) andcottonwood(Populusbalsamifera ssp.trichocarpa)presentfrom
adjacentcommunities.Grandfir andbigleafmaplearethe dominantoverstoryand
understorytrees. Himalayanblackberryis foundin small amountsin theforest,mostly
alongtheroadandin adjacentnativeareas.Nativeshrubsincludinghazel,tall Oregon
grape,Indianplum,vine maple,poisonoak,hawthorn,andsnowberry(Coryluscornuta,
Mahoniaaquifolium, Oemleriacerasiformis,Acercircinatum, Toxodenrondiversifolium,
Cratageusdouglasii,Symphoricarposalbus)arefoundthroughoutthestand,butarenot
dominant,makingthis averyunusualexampleofthis community. Theunderstoryis
ratherdominatedby grasses(Carexobnupta,Melicageyeri,Elymusglaucus,Festuca
subulata)andforbs (Polystichummunitum, Oxalis oregana, Pteridiumaquilinum,

Heraculatumlanatum, Urtica diocia, Marah oregana),with sloughsedge(Carexobnupta)andswordfern(Polysticummunitum)beingthemostsignificant.

In spiteofthesmall sizeoftheforest,its unusualunderstorycompositionandthe
presenceoflarge,older(butnot old-growth)Grandfir makeit unusualandsignificant. It
is probablytoo small to be very importantto wildlife, andits significancefor researchis
probablylimited dueto its size. It would beanexcellentareafor interpretation,and
mightbe importantfor wildlife if adjacentforestsacrosstheriver werepreserved.
Managementofthe standto assurethat Himalayanblackberrydoesnotcompletely
dominatetheunderstoryis important.

F2—2(A): Bigleafmaple-Douglasfir! swordfern(Acermacrophyllum-Pseudotsuga
menziesii/Polystichummunitum)G4S4

TheotherforestatBeardsleybarfound atthenorthwestedgeofthesite is analmost
identicalforestto theonedescribedabove,exceptthat it is lackinganygrandfir in the
overstory,andhasaconiferunderstoryofmostlyDouglasfir (althoughtherearea few
grandfir seedlingsin this stand). ThecommunitywouldbecharacterizedasBigleaf
maple-Douglasfir I swordfem— sloughsedgeforest,if suchathing existed.However,
thiscombinationofplantshasnot beendescribedbefore.As wasthecasewith the
previoustype,it is a fairly small patchofripariansforest,althoughit is larger. Thetype

it is mostlysignificantbecauseit representsavery unusualcombinationofnativeplants.4



• All ofthetreesatthesiterepresentamix of old andyoungtrees. Thesiteappearsto be
unlogged,althoughforestshaveprobablydevelopedatthesitesincetheconstructionof
the largedamsreducedtheflooding frequencyandintensityat thesite,andsincefire
suppressionstoppedthe fires thatregularlyoccurredbeforeEuropeansettlement.

F3-3(B): Oregonash— bigleafmapleForest(Fraxinus1at~folia— Acermacrophyllum)
GUSU

Thesitehastwo small standsofOregonashswales.Theyaresmall, andoccurringin
areasthathavebeenmodified,sodo not classifywell intodescribedOregonash— bigleaf
mapleforests.Thetreesareall fairly young,andthesehabitatswereprobablyopen
meadowsuntil fairly recently. Theunderstoryis adiversemix ofshrubsandforbs.

F4-3(B): BlackcottonwoodI stingingnettleRiparianForest(Populusbasam~ferassp.
trichocarpa/ Urtica doicoia)G3S3

• The sitehasone small exampleof this forestcommunity,which is knownfrom anumber
of ripariannaturalareasin theWillametteValley. At the siteit includesafairly small
area.

Cottonwoodstandsarevery importantfor wildlife, but this standhasbeensignificantly
impactedby historic gravelactivities,andotheruseatthesite,andis not in very good
condition.

SHRUB ASSOCIATIONS (S)

S1-4:Himalayanblackberryshrubland(Rubusdiscolor) G5S5

This is aweedyandcommoncommunityin previouslycleared,riparianandstreamside
habitatsthroughoutwesternOregonandWashington.Thesite is largelyanabandoned
pasturethathasbeentakenover by Himalayanblackberry.A numberofdifferent species
of treeswerefoundthroughoutthepasture,but theareais mostlydominatedby
expandingblackberryandmanydifferentpasturegrasses(Lolium arundinaceae,Poa
pratensis,P. compressa,Daciylusglomorata,Holcuslanatus,Bromusmollis, B. rigidus).

Thepatchesofthis typearesmall, andshouldbe mechanicallycontrolled,so theydo not
expandinto the importantnativegrasslandsandforests.
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S2-4:

Himalayanblackberry— Scotsbroomshrubland(Rubusdiscolor— Cytisus
scoparius)G5S5

This is an commonweedyassemblageofblackberryandScotsbroomfoundoften in
abandonedpastureandin old graveloperations.It is weedy,notnaturalandhaslittle
potentialfor restorationwithoutsignificantworkandmoney. Thesitehasafewtiny
patcheswith significantnativespeciescomponents,but is mostlydominatedby
blackberryandScotsbroommanydifferentpasturegrasses(Lolium arundinaceae,Poa
pratensis,P. compressa,Dactylusglomorata,Holcus lanatus,Bromusmollis, B. rigidus).

S3-1: Geyerswillow gravelbar(Salixgeyeriana)GUSU

Thelargegravelbarthat characterizesthe southernhalfofthe siteis partially dominated
by a fairly young,densestandof Geyerwillow.

HERBACEOUS VEGETATION (H)

H1-4: Tall fescuepasture(Lolium arundinaceae)G5S5

This is anon-nativepasture,which likely representsa completelydegradedexampleof a
nativeprairie. Tall fescueis actuallyquite rareatthesite, with annualintroduced

• grasses,orchardgrass,introducedbentgrassesandotherweedygrassesmorecommon.
Manypasturegrassesarefound (Lolium arundinaceae,Arrehenatherumelatius,Avena,
Poapratensis,P. compressa,Daclylusglomorata,Holcuslanatus,Bromusmollis, B.
rigidus). HimalayanblackberryandScotsbroomarealsobeginningto invadethese
areas,which havefewnativeplants.

117-2:Wetlands( )

Tiny patchesof at least5 importantnativewetlandcommunitiesarefoundatthesite.
TheseincludeSparganiumemersum,Bidenscernua— Glyceriastriata, andthreeaquatic
bedtypes(Hippurus, Callitrica, andMenanythes).JohnChristywill assistin their
classification.

NONVEGETATEI) AREA (N)

N1-4: Disturbed

Theentranceto theCougarMountainAccesshasa small road,anold pasture,andsome
areaswherelargepatchesofHimalayanblackberryhavebeenremoved,andwhich areno

• longervegetated.This is a smallpolygonwhich hadto be mappedasadisturbedarea. It
is not far from thenativeprairie,andfrom two of thenativeforestcommunities(the
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. Oregonashandthegrandfir-bigleafmapleforest). Restorationofthenon-roadwayarea

to eitherofthesecommunitiesis recommended.

N2-2: Gravelbar

Gravelbarsarea commonfeatureofriparianhabitats.Thegravelbarfound atthe
southernendoftheCougarMountainsiteis fairly typical,with someSalix geyeriana
patchesdescribedin the Shrublandsectionof thereport,andtheseareasdominated
mostlyby exposedrock with sage(Artemisiadouglasiana),andmanynativeand
introducedforbs.

It wasrankedasa2 becauseit occursby theriver, andhasnativeforesthabitatsaround
it, andrepresentsanativehabitat.

.
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Figure2. BeardsleyBarvegetation

.
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At-Risk Species

Thestudyareais notknownto havehistoricalrecordsfor any rareandprotectedplant
species(ORNHP2001),norwereany locatedduringtheinventory. No rareor
endangeredwildlife werelocatedatthe site.

Plants

Animals

Thesiteis knownto providehabitatfor thefederallyandstateendangered,anadramous
fish. It hashabitatfor theWesternPondTurtle, althoughturtleswerenot seen. Potential
habitatfor thered-leggedfrog is present,but local abundanceof bullfrogs might be
limiting thepresenceofothernativeamphibiansin theriver.

Wildlife. Thelist ofwildlife habitatsallow for thedevelopmentof potentialwildlife species
suspectedto occuratthesite. Theselists arebasedontheoverlapofspeciesknownfrom
thearea(basedon EMAP hexagondistributions,Countydistributionsandwatershed
distributions),with thehabitatspresentatthesite. Thelist ofwildlife habitatsusedis the
onecreatedby theOregonGapAnalysisProgram,managedby theOregonNatural
HeritageInformationCenter. Lists ofpotentialwildlife speciesfoundat thesitebasedon
both systemswill be includedasAppendixB in thefinal report. Keepin mind thatthis is
a list of speciesknownfrom thegeneralarea.It includessomesensitivespecies,suchas
the SpottedOwl, which occursin thegeneralarea,andwhichthe sitehashabitatfor, but
whicharenotknownfrom the site.

Wetlands

Mostofthesitehasriparianhabitats,characterizedby seasonalflooding. All ofthe
forestsexceptfor theOregonwhite oakwoodlands,andtheconifer-bigleafmapleforests
areeitherintermittentor seasonallyfloodedforestcommunities,consideredto bewetland
types. Eventheoakandconifer-mapleuplandtypesarecharacteristicbottomlandforests,
whichwerepartofthecottonwoodgallery forestthat formerlydominatedtheWillamette
Valleyfloodplain.

Theentireareais locatedwith a 10 yearfloodplainoftheriver. Thesubstratesare
• mixed,butmostly fairly recentlydepositedgravelsandalluvium,with claysandother

impermeablesoils only in old oxbowsandclosedstreamchannels.
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Thepondsaresurroundedby wetlands.Thenaturalpondatthenortheastcornerofthe
sitehassomevery smallpatchesofunusualnativecommunities,althoughtheirsmall size
doeslimit theirsignificance.Similarly, vernalpoolsfoundin theopenOregonashforest
arealsonaturalandhigh quality, butare limited in significanceby theirsmall sizeand
locationnext to thedisturbedarea.

Thewetlandsaroundthegravelpondsaredominatedby non-nativeplants,someofwhich
arefairly unusual.Noneareknownto benoxious,but theOregonDepartmentof
Agriculture shouldbecontactedabouttheiroccurrence.

Figure2. Historic vegetationoftheBeardsleyBar & Lynx Hollow Access.Legend—

Blue-green-Riparianhardwoodforest,Tan— upland(Roemerfescue)prairie, Blue swamp— Tuftedhairgrasswetprairie,blue— river, Green— Oak-Coniferforest.

Exotic Plants andAnimals

S Therearesignificantnumbersofexoticanimalsfoundin theWillametteRiver,mostfish.
Thebullfrog is theonly majorexotic specieswhich is directly impactingat-riskspecies.
Bullfrog numbersappearto behighestin theartificial pondsin theadjacentLynx Hollow
Accesssite,with fewer in thenaturaloxbows.

Thegravelbarimmediatelyadjacentto theriverhasavery small patch(one5x5 foot,
multi-stemmedplant) ofJapaneseknotweed.ThisVERY NOXIOUSWEED shouldbe
controlledimmediatelywith herbicides,beforeit diesbackin thefall. It shouldbe quite
easilycontrolledif donesoimmediately.

Otherexotic speciesarealreadyvery well established.Mostsignificantarethe
populationsof Himalayanblackberry(Rubusdiscolor). This specieswill expand,and
shouldbe removedfrom the site if possible.
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ManagementRecommendations

MuchofBeardsleyBar is fairly natural,with the(unintentional)introductionofexotic
plantsbeingthe only majorchange.Small patchesofreedcanarygrassandHimalayan
blackberryprobablycannot becontrolled,exceptalongtheroadways,andareprobably
nota significantproblem. Thesmall patchof Japaneseknotweedis a largeproblem,but
fortunatelyshouldbequiteeasyto controlif attackedimmediately.

TheBeardsleyBar sitehasbeensignificantlyalteredby theold gravelmining, andthis is
themostobvious disturbance.Howeverthechangesin floodingandfire patternshave
causedthemostdramaticchangeto thecharacterofthesite. Theforestsoccuron
alluvial deposits,andaregoingto persistanddevelopinto rareandimportanthabitats
(evenif theywerenot presentat thissitewhenit floodedeveryyear.

S
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