
MINUTES

• River Road Redevelopment Board
Wednesday,October6, 1993

City of Keizer Library

CALL TO ORDER Vice-Chair Smith called the meetingto order at 7:05 p.m.

ROLL CALL The following memberswere present:JuneAbbott, ShannonBlake-
Thiess,Mark Grenz, Don Porter, Tim Smith and JoeVan Meter.
Excusedabsenceswere Mary Hardisonand Tom Bauer. Also present
were JohnMorgan, Community DevelopmentDirector, and Jim Keller,
City Council Liaison.

INTRODUCTION Don Porter, owner of Porter’sPub,was introducedasa newmemberof
the River RoadRedevelopmentBoard. Mr. Porterwasappointedto fill
the unexpiredtermof Bob Keilbach. He sharedsome of his experience
as anelectedofficial in Yamhill County.

MINUTES A motion wasmadeby JuneAbbott and secondedb~ShannonBlake-
Thiessthat the Minutes of the September1, 1993 Meeting be approvedas
read. Themotion passed.

• ANNOUNCEMENTS Mr. Morganreportedthe Safewayarchitect is doing a feasibility study on
the possibility of making the presentstore into a superstore. The report
will be madeto theirmanagementin the next week. The Fun Festival in
the old Marth’s sitewill open in two weeks. The building for the new
Hot N Now is waiting to be placedon their site. They will apply for a
varianceto the sign codeto havetwo readerboardswhich will havea
total of less than 40 squarefeet.

Mr. Morgan also reportedthe StaatsLake project is underwayand he has
beenworking with Larry Epping on the propertyto the north. These
projectswill provide incrementrevenuefor the Renewaldistrict.

He commentedthe Ackerly bill boardby Burger King had beenremoved.
The GovernmentAffairs Committee is beginning a sign inventorywhich
is requiredby May of 1995 in the sign code. Subcommitteeshave been
setup to work on theproject so businessescanbenotified early. The
resultsof the inventory will possiblyuncoversmall areasof work to be
done on the sign code. Mr. Morgangavethe exampleof incidental signs
aroundthe Safewaycomplexwhich madesensebut were not includedin
the code. Vice Chair Smith notedthe groupneededto maintain flexibility
to adapt.

• Mr. Van Meter askedif the redevelopmentdistrict would be impactedby
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the new study on the flood plain. Mr. Morganstatedseveralpoints in the
study arenot acceptableto the City. Nothing will be changedabout the

• way building permits are processeduntil thereis formal notification.

DESIGN & Mr. Morganreportedwork is being doneon the storm drain. Salem
CONSTRUCTION Electric is supposedto have a finished designfor the undergroundingto
UPDATE Bill Petersonsoon. When that is completedthe easementscan be

acquired.

Mr. Van Meter askedif shrubberywasplannedto cover the transformer
boxes. Mr. Porternotedthe areawherehe lived usedshrubberyasa
camouflageand it is importantto have someoneother thanthe City to
handlecareand maintenance. Mr. VanMeter askedif the Board could
offer a one time shrubberypurchasewith the ownersresponsiblefor
upkeep. Vice Chair Smith notedUrban Renewalfundscould go for
capital improvementbut not for maintenance. He believedmost property
ownershave a maintenanceservicewhich would make it easierfor them
to do it.

Mr. Morgan estimatedthe GroundBreaking for the trenchwould probably
be in January. The plan for Iris Laneis now with the BI-MART
Corporationfor their response. Regardingsignalization, accidentsare up
17% over the sametime last year. Mr. Morgansaid the increaseappears

• to comefrom turning movementproblemsand congestion. Heproposed
one additional secondof red beplacedat every signal in all directions.

Ms. Abbott askedwhen the light would be turnedoff at Manbrin. Mr.
Morganreplied that the teamwasstudyingit todayand thereis a
possibility it might be done within the next 90 daysalong with the
interconnect. It was first believedthe changeswould haveto wait for the
Iris Lanelight but a planhasbeencompletedleaving spacefor that signal
and the partshavebeenordered. Councilor Keller askedaboutthe
concernsof the Iris Lane Cafeowner. Mr. Morganstatedan acceptable
solutionhad beenworked out.

DISCUSSION Mr. Morgansaid a lot of time hasbeenspenton the subjectof access
AccessControl control. The goal is to havetraffic move safely and easily up River Road

so that peoplewill feel comfortableshopping. Despite all the work, Mr.
Morganhandedout a list of DiscussionPoints which continually come up
in meetingsof the Community Developmentand Public Works staff. He
discussedthe points individually. He suggestedthe alternativemight be
to walk eachblock and createanaccessplan. He thoughtit might take2-
3 days to walk the areaandthena mapwould be drawn. He felt a plan
could be adoptedwhich would not have specificsbut would include what
may not be done in a particular block.
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Mr. Grenzsaid that is the only way to deal with the immediateproblems
of driveways to be closed. Mr. Keller said he would like to be a part of

• the teamsurveying the district.

Mark Grenzmovedthe River RoadRedevelopmentBoard formulate an
AccessControl ManagementPlanfor River Road. JoeVan Meter
secondedthe motion.

Mr. Grenzsaid his intentionwas for the staff andthe groupto make
determinationswhereaccesscontrol should be instituted througheach
block, identifying wheredriveways can be closed. Mr. Morgan felt the
plan would needto be adoptedwhich would requirea public hearing.
Mr. Porter agreedwith the conceptbut would like to sit down with
businesses,suchasthe onesin his area,to work out solutions.

Mr. Van Meter felt a hearingcould be held with the Redevelopment
Board. Ms. Abbot wasconcernedabout how to inform peopleabout the
hearing. Mr. Morgan said a list of ownershavebeendevelopedfor
mailing notices.

The motion passedunanjmous~

Mr. Morgan said he would try to havethe plan donewithin the next 2 to
• 3 weeksand would appreciateinvolvement from the Board.

UPCOMING Mr. Morganstatedthe next meetingagendawould include discussionon
MEETINGS designstandardsand accesscontrol. Mr. Van Meter askedaboutplans

for upgradingCherry Avenue. Mr. Morgan handedout a draft of the
Community DevelopmentDepartmentProjectList which was divided into
threelevels - Must Do, NeedTo Do and Want to Do. He notedtherehas
presentlybeenno planning for what might bedoneon Cherry Avenue.
Mr. VanMeter said the initial reasonbehind developmentof an Urban
Renewaldistrict was to increasethe value on Cherry Avenue resulting in
a bigger tax base. He would like to see the direction changedto honor
commitmentsmadeto the folks on Cherry. Vice Chair Smith suggested
the planning processmight be startedby summerof 1994. He felt it is
important for the City of Keizer that depthbe added.

ADJOURNMENT The meetingwas adjournedat 8:30 p.m. The next scheduledmeeting
will be Wednesday, November 3, 1993 at 7:00 p.m.
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