
MINUTES

S CITY OF KEIZER
TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMISSION

KEIZER CITY HALL LIBRARY
SEPTEMBER 19, 1996

CALL TO ORDER

The meetingwascalledto orderby ChairGorlinskyat 7:35 p.m.

2. INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS

Newly-appointedmembersFredricGeorgeand ErnestSmyreswerewelcomed
to the Commission.

3. ROLL CALL

Thefollowing memberswerepresent:Paul Gorlinsky,Mike Kirby, Fredric
George,andErnestSmyres. GregMcLeodhadinformedMr. Gorlinskythat he
wouldbeunableto attend.

‘ Also presentwere: StaffLiaison Sgt. Mark Miranda,RecordingSecretary
NonaOxe’, PoliceOfficersLanceInmanfrom District 1, David Babcockfrom
District 2, andDavid LeDayfrom District 3. Officer Babcockwasunableto
stayfor themeeting.

Mr. Gorlinsky notedthatCouncil LiaisonKoho hadinformedhim that hewould
beunableto attendbecausehis attendancewasrequiredtonight at a
neighborhoodassociationmeeting. Mr. Gorlinsky statedthat heplannedto
suggestto theCouncil thathe attendCouncil meetingsfollowing regularTraffic
SafetyCommissionmeetingsanddo hisown liaison reporting.

4. REVIEW/APPROVEMINUTES - AUGUST 15, 1996

Theminuteswereapprovedassubmitted.

5. APPEARANCEOF INTERESTEDCITIZENS

No onecameforwardto presentany issuesto theCommission.

6. SUB-COMMITTEEREPORT- MINI-GRANT
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Mr. Kirby reportedthatheandSgt. Mirandamet anddiscussedactivities that mightbe

S eligible for a grant. Henotedthat theoneselectedreflectswhatwasdiscussedby the
Traffic SafetyCommissionat its lastmeeting--educatingadultson theimportanceof
setting a goodexampleby wearingbicyclehelmets. For thebenefitof thenew
members,Mr. Kirby describededucationmeasurestalkedaboutatthe lastmeeting
including movie theaterannouncements,andflyer distribution.

Sgt. Mirandadistributedcopiesof the grantapplicationrequestingmini-grantfundsin
the amountof $2,500.00for anadvertisingcampaignentitled“Bicycle SafetyHelmet
Awarenessfor Adults & Children.” Mr. Kirby briefly reviewedthe request. Sgt.
Mirandatalkedaboutestimatedcostsfor materialsandservicesto implementthe
theaterannouncementprogramfor oneyear,anddistributeflyers.

Mr. Georgeaskedaboutagelimits for legally requiringtheuseof helmets. Sgt.
Miranda answeredthat theuseof helmetsis mandatedfor childrenage16 andunder.
Heexplainedthat theCommission’sstandwas thatin additionto providingfor their
own safety,parentsshouldwearhelmetsto setanexamplefor thekids.

Sgt. Mirandaacknowledgedthat he would beworking on thePoliceDepartment’s
DUll Preventiongrantapplication. It also would dealwith educationalissues. He
hopedto haveit completedby theSeptember28 deadline.

S Sgt. Mirandarecommendedthatthe Traffic SafetyCommission,by motion, authorizesubmittalof theproposedmini-grantapplication. He indicatedthathewould thenrequestthesupportingletter from the Mayorbeforesubmitting theapplicationto ACTS
Oregon.

Mr. Gorlinsky movedto authorizesubmittalof amini-grantapplicationfor a
projectentitled “Bicycle SafetyHelmet Awarenessfor Adults & Children.”
uponattachmentof the requireddocumentsincluding a letterof supportfrom
theMayor. Themotion wassecondedby Mr. Kirby andcarried,all present
voting aye.

Sgt. Mirandaadvisedthat thedeadlinefor nextyear’smini-grantapplicationsis June1.
Mr. Gorlinsky suggestedthat Commissionmembersbeginthinking aboutideasfor next
year’s grantrequest.

Sgt. Mirandareportedon this Summer’sPoliceDepartmentprogramto give a
Hollywood Videocouponto any kid wearinga helmet. Herespondedto questions
aboutthebail for not wearingahelmet.

7. REPORT FROM CHAIR ON PUBLIC MEETING TO DISCUSS
THE PROPOSEDSTADIUM.
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Mr. Gorlinsky reportedthat heattendeda coupleof thepublic meetingsto discussthe
• proposedbaseballstadium. Henotedthaton September12, mostof the non-fmancial

objectionswererelativeto the issueof 1,500 carspassingthroughtheneighborhood,
andthe relatedproblems. Thefinancial-relatedissuescenteredaroundthe suggestion
that moneymightbebetterspenton someothertypeof project,anda concernabout
how theCity’s contributionwould be financed--whetherwith redevelopmentfundsor
otherpublic investment. Mr. Gorlinsky estimatedthatthe audiencerepresentedabout
50% in favor and50% opposedto theproject.

Mr. Gorlinsky reportedthatthosein favor of the stadiumpointedoutbenefitsto Keizer
suchasadditionalincomefrom Salemand surroundingareas,a senseofuniquenessfor
Keizer,andtheadditionof a landmarkfor thecity that would be visible from theI-S
freeway. It wasMr. Gorlinsky’s perceptionthat all sevenCouncil memberswere
united in supportof theproposedstadium. Hefelt that theonly obstaclewould be
whetheror not a financialpackagecouldbeput together.

Mr. Gorlinsky respondedto questionsabouttheproposedlocationof the stadium,and
efforts to mitigateneighborhoodconcernsandtraffic andnoise issues.Heexplained
why the proposalwasnot discussedpublicly earlier--specificallytheneedfor the
baseballteamto completetheircurrentseasonbeforemakinga public announcementof
its intentionto move. Henotedthat ownershaveindicatedthat their focuswill beon
sports,not concerts.

9. STAFF LIAISON REPORT- (takenoutof order)

Sgt. Mirandadistributedcopiesof a memorandumfrom him to Police Chief Stull
outlining accidentstatisticsfor 1996, to date. He reviewedthe statisticswhich listed
accidentsby thedayof theweek,hourof theday, cause,andlocation. Heresponded
to questionsaboutKeizer’sresponseto accidentsandreporting.

Mr. Smyreshadobserveddrivers making illegal turnsat theChemawaandRiver Road
cornernearthe newShari’sRestaurant.Sgt. Mirandaacknowledgedthat several
accidentswerereportedin that vicinity. Mr. Gorlinsky questionedthepossibility of
havinga small curb constructedalongthe4900block. St. Mirandafelt that it would be
difficult dueto spacerestrictions. Mr. $myressu~estedutting reflectivepostson

* Chemawafor a shortdistanceto ~ ~t~firanda indicatedthat he
would checkwith thetraffic engineer.

Mr. Georgeaskedhow this year’sstatisticscomparedwith lastyear’s. Sgt. Miranda
answeredthat accidentsthis yearhaveincreasedover lastyear. Heperceivedthat
increasedtraffic volumewas thereasonfor moreaccidents.

Sgt. Mirandadistributedcopiesof Traffic SpeedSurveyStatisticsfor Augustand
September.The statisticswerecompilesby readerboardvolunteers. Healso
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distributedcopiesof a listing of SchoolBusViolation WarningLetterssentbetween

S October,1995 andJune,1996. Sgt. Mirandanotedthat todayhe receivedamessageto
call TCI Cableregardinga public serviceannouncementthey aredoingon busses.He
wasunsurewhetherschoolbuseswould be their focus,but felt thatit would begoodto
get themessageon cableTV. Mr. Gorlinsky reportedthat sinceschoolstarted,school
busesare runningthered light at theRiverRoadandLockhavenintersection.

Sgt. Mirandadistributedcopiesof flyers entitledMotorcycleSafetyFacts, ThinkFast
(informationaboutspeeding),and Turningup theHeat on Air Bag Injuries. Healso
handedout copiesof theAugustTraffic SafetyNotes.

Sgt. Mirandareportedthat apolicedepartmentin Nebraskais makinginquiries into
traffic fines in schoolzones. Henotedthat currentlyin Oregonall traffic finesareset
by theSupremeCourtwhich hasalloweddoubling thefine in workzones. Oklahoma
andMichiganhavenow doubledthe finesin schoolzones. Sgt. Mirandasuggestedthe
possibility of gettingthe City, by ordinance,to do that, or lobby with theStateto do it
in a legislativepackage.

Sgt. Mirandareportedthat abouttwo weeksago a Keizerpoliceofficer crashedhis
motorcycle. He will beout for abouttwo months. Henotedthat theCity now hastwo
cyclesandfour officersto ride them,sotheyarebeingusedquite a bit. Officers
InmanandLeDayrespondedto questionsaboutmotorcycleenforcement.

A discussionfollowed regardingspecific traffic problemsandenforcementmeasures.
Semi-trucksparking in thecenterlaneon Lockhavenwhile drivers run into 7-11,and
alsosemi-trucksparkingin bike laneson Lockhavenwerementioned. Sgt. Miranda
notedthat hehasrequestedthat all thecurbsbepaintedyellow onbothsidesof
Lockhavenoff River Roadto givethePolice Departmentan “extra boost” for
enforcement.

Sgt. Miranda askedif Mr. Gorlinsky hadcheckedon thespeedbumpsfor RidgeDrive.
Mr. Gorlinsky hadnot yet hadopportunity,but madea noteto do so.

The Commissionalsodiscussedspeedingproblemson HarmonyandDearborn.
Officer LeDay respondedto questionsaboutenforcement.Mr. Kirby pointedout that
Dearbornactsasanarterialstreet,andthus higherspeedsmightbeexpected. He
suggestedthatputting sidewalkson Dearbornwould makeit saferfor pedestriantraffic.
Sgt. Mirandanotedthat sofar this yearonly oneaccidenthasoccurredon Dearborn.
Hefelt that thehighlevel of enforcementwasthereason.

As a sidenote,Mr. Gorlinsky reportedthat hereceivedaletter from District 2
acknowledgingreducingthespeedlimit on River Roadfrom TheMeadowsto thecity
limit to 45 MPH. Hepassedtheletteron to PublicWorksDirectorMull who will
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needto sign it andsendit back. Mr. Gorlinsky anticipatedtheprocessto getthe
reducedspeedin placewould takeanother30days.

10. OTHER/NEWBUSINESS

Articlesfor Keizertimes

Mr. Gorlinsky explainedfor thenewmembersthat aspartof theCommission’s
educationefforts, eachmemberagreedto draft anarticleaboutaspecifictraffic issue
for submissionto theKeizertimes.Henotedthat sofar two articleshavebeen
published;oneremindingdrivers not to pass(in either direction)schoolbusesstopped
with red flashinglights, andthe otherabouttheproperuseof thetwo-way left turn
refugesuchasis onRiver Road.

Mr. Gorlinsky gaveMr. Georgeacopyof theOregonDriving Manualandsuggested
that hechoosea specifictraffic concernto write about. Heexplainedthatin writing
his articleheparaphrasedaregulationfoundin themanual. Mr. Gorlinsky suggested
that Mr. Georgebring his articleto thenextmeeting. Sgt. Miranda,asliaison with the
Keizertimes,will put thearticlein theproperformatandsubmitit to the paper.

Traffic Concerns

• Mr. Smyresaskedif anythingcouldbedoneaboutover-hangingtreesthat scrapethe
top of RVs andbuses. Hehadpickedup copiesof Keizer’s OrdinanceNo. 83-014,but
wasunsureif therestrictionsappliedto trees. HegaveMr. Gorlinsky acopy of a
newsarticleaboutSalem’srestrictions,andsuggestedthattheTraffic Commission
work ongetting similar onesfor Keizer. Mr. Smyrespointedout severallocations
wheretreeshavegrownout over the Street.

Sgt. Mirandawasawareof setbackrequirementsto controlweedsandshrubsfrom
encroachingon traffic. Hewasunawareof anyminimumclearancefor trees,but will
checkinto thematter. HeaskedMr. Smyresto providehim with a list of problem
areasfor submittalto thePublicWorksDepartment. Mr. Smyresadvisedthat hehas
turnedin a list to PublicWorks. Sgt. Mirandaacknowledgedthatthe Traffic Safety
Commissioncouldmakea recommendationto theCouncil to adoptor amendan
ordinanceto imposerestrictions.

Mr. Georgeaskedif theTraffic SafetyCommissiondealswith Streetlighting issues.
Hewasspecificallyinterestedin thelackof lighting onstreetsin his neighborhood.
Sgt. Mirandaexplainedhow lighting couldbe installedby formationof a local
improvementdistrict (LID). Mr. Gorlinsky suggestedthat hecontactPublicWorks
DirectorMull. Officer Inmannotedthathe is putting togethera packetfor District 1
tellinghow to form aLocal ImprovementDistrict.
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8. BRAINSTORMINGSESSION- GOALS/OBJECTIVES

5 Mr. Gorlinsky displayedthe chartsdepictingthegoalsthat wereidentifiedby the
Traffic SafetyCommission. Sgt. Mirandaexplainedthat thenextstepwouldbe to
developobjectivesfor reachingeachgoal.

Thefollowing aregoalsthat were identifiedasthehighestpriority.

ID TRAFFIC PROBLEMS
ADA
CITY STAFF FEEDBACK
EDUCATION
VISIBLE TO COUNCIL

Sgt. Mirandasuggestedthateachgoalbe rewordedto clearly identify the objective
workedtoward. Thefollowing is a list of therewordedgoals,andsteps/toolsthat were
identifiedto help reacheachgoal.

DEVELOPA PROGRAMTO IDENTIFY TRAFFIC PROBLEMS

Accidentstats
Speedsurveys

S Citizencomplaints
Vision clearanceproblems(identify)
Developa CitizenComplaintForm for engineering-typeproblems

Mr. Gorlinsky suggestedthatoncea complaintform is developed,it bepublishedin
theKeizertimes. Henotedthat it would not only makeKeizerresidentsawareof the
program,but theactualform from thepapercouldbeusedto submita complaint.

REVIEW CURRENTADA STATUS IN KEIZER AND MAKE
RECOMMENDATIONS

Checkwith PublicWorksDirectorMull
Do a surveyof what’s in place
Researchothercities
Draft a reportfor theCity Council

IMPROVE CITY STAFF FEEDBACK

Public Worksparticipationon theTraffic SafetyCommission
Memos - writtencommunications
Due dates- for responses.
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DEVELOP EDUCATION PROGRAM

6 newsarticlesayear
Volunteerprogram-

letters
readerboard

4 bike rodeosa year
1997 grant
PSAs(public serviceannouncements)

Mr. Gorlinsky wasaskedif hehadinvestigatedthepossibility of joint participation
with the Bicycle Committee,particularly with regardto bike-safetyeducation.He
notedthat afterinvestigationof theirpurpose,it washis belief that their focuswas
somewhatdifferent from that of theTraffic SafetyCommission.

IMPROVE VISIBILITY TO THE COUNCIL

Personalcontactwith Council Liaison aftereachmeeting

Sgt. Mirandasuggestedthat oneyearfrom now theTraffic SafetyCommissionrevisit
the establishedgoalsandobjectivesto evaluatehow well theyweremet. At thattime
theCommissioncandecidewhetherto work onnewand/oradditional goals.

Mr. Georgewonderedif it might begoodto havesomekind of periodicreview,
possiblyeverymonth. It wasagreedto add“Goal Status”asa permanentitem on the
agenda.TheCommissionalsodirectedthat a copyof the “GoalsandObjectives”be
listed on the backsideof the agenda.

Mr. Gorlinsky requestedthat “Reviewof NewspaperArticle Subjects”beplacedon
nextmonth’sagenda.

11. ADJOURNMENT/NEXTMEETING OCTOBER 17, 1996

Themeetingwasadjournedby ChairGorlinsky at 9:45 p.m.
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