
MINUTES

S CITY OF KElLER
TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMISSION
KElLER CITY HALL LIBRARY

September3, 1998

1. CALL TO ORDER

Themeetingwascalledto orderby ChairKirby at 7:01 p.m.

2. ROLL CALL

Thefollowing memberswerepresent:Mike Kirby, Al Kramer,MariellaDibble, Ernie
Smyres,andRandyJackson.

Also presentwere: StaffLiaisonSgt. JohnTeague,andRecordingSecretaryNonaOxe’.

Sgt. TeagueinformedtheCommissionthatKenLaytonhadresignedfrom theCommunity
Policing Committeedueto amoveout ofKeizer. With his resignationfrom Community
Policing, his positionon theTraffic SafetyCommissionbecamevacant. Sgt. Teaguewill
inform City RecorderTracyDavisofthevacancy.

3. REVIEW/APPROVEMINUTES - July 23, 1998

Mr. KramerremindedtheSecretarythathehadaskedto beexcusedfrom lastmonth’s

meeting. Herequestedthattheminutesbecorrectedto indicatehis excusedabsence.
It wasmovedby Mr. Jacksonthatthe minutesofJuly 23. 1998.ascorrected,be approved.
Themotion wassecondedby Mr. Kirby andcarried,all presentvotingayeexceptMr.
Kramerwho abstainedfrom votinginasmuchashe wasnotpresentat thatmeeting.

4. APPEARANCE OF INTERESTED CITIZENS

No onecameforwardto presentanyissuesto theCommission,

As a courtesy to guestspeakerHelen Liere, Mr. Kirby rearranged the agendato takeItem 6
at this time.

6. REPORT FROM HELEN LIERE OF “ACTS OREGON”
• Update on Planning for theOregon Transportation SafetyConference
• SchoolZone Task Force
• Child SeatVoucherProgram
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S HelenLiere, CoordinatoroftheCommunityTraffic SafetyProgram,explainedfor newmembers
what“ACTS Oregon”is andwhatservicesit providesto its membersin supportof local traffic
safetyefforts. Shedistributedcopiesofapamphletput togetherby ACTS Oregonsummarizingits
servicesandactivities. Sheexplainedthat hercommentstonightwould focusoncurrent
undertakings.

(Sgt. TeaguedistributedcopiesoftheJuneACTSOregonNews.)

Ms. Liereencouragedanyonewho canto attendTheAnnual OregonTransportationSafety
Conferencewhich will beheldOctober28-30at theHoodRiver Inn. Shedistributedcopiesofthe
conferenceregistrationpacket Shecommentedon thequalificationsofsomeoftheguestspeakers
andissuestheywill address,andcalledattentionto thevariousworksessiontopicson theschedule.
Ms. Liere informedCommissionersofthe availability ofConferencescholarshipsfor community
volunteers.Whenaskedaboutlodgingexpenses,sheindicatedthat scholarshipsareusually
awardedto an individualfor eithertheregistrationfee,orthecostof lodging,but notboth.

Ms. LieretalkedaboutACTS Oregon’sactivitieswith regardto publicpolicy advocacy. She
pointedout theirsuccessfuladvocacyfor astatewidepolicy on rumblestrips. Shenotedthattheir
currentfocusis directedtowardpolicy changesfor schoolzones. A state-widetaskforcewas
assembledto look at improvementsthatmight be needed. Shedistributedcopiesofadraft of
proposedpolicy changesdevelopedby thetaskforce. Sheencouragedindividual Commission

S membersto call herwith commentsafterreadingtherecommendationsin handout.
Lastly,Ms. Lieretalkedaboutoneof ACTS Oregon’slargestprograms,theChild SafetySeat
ResourceCenter. TheCenterservesasa state-wideresourcefor informationandtechnical
assistanceon thecorrectuseofchild safetyseats. Ms. Lieretalkedabouteffortsto addressthe
problemofparentsfailing to restrainsmallchildrenin safetyseats. Theprogramwill providea
resourcefor seatsfor low-incomefamilies. Sheexplainedthechild safetyseatvoucherprogram
whichis acollaborativeeffort ofACTS Oregon,FredMeyerstores,andCoscowho manufactures
theseats.

Ms. Lierehadwith heravideotapeon theimportanceofchild safetyseats,theneedin Oregonand
thevoucherprogram. The7-8 minutevideowasdevelopedwith fundingfrom agrantfrom the
MeyerMemorial Trust, After final editing, thevideowill bemadeavailableto Traffic Safety
Commissions,healthdepartments,or anycommunitygroupsorcivic organizationsinterestedin
raisingmoneyto keepthevoucherprogramgoing.

Ms. Liere commentedon oneothermeasurethatis beingconsideredby ACTS Oregonto address
childrennot in child safetyseats. Theyarestudyingthefeasibility ofan800 number“citizen report
line” for peopleto call andreporta licensenumberwhentheyseeachild riding in a car,not in a
safetyseat. Mr. Kramersuggestedthatany informationalmaterialalsobedonein Spanishin order
to servealargesegmentofthecommunitysometimesoverlooked.
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. Ms. Liereplayedthechild safetyseatpromotionalvideo. At theconclusionof thevideoshe
respondedto questionsandcommentsfrom Commissioners.Sheexplainedtheprocessandcriteria
for someoneto getavoucherfor a child safetyseat. It wassuggestedthatinformationbeaddedin
thevideoto clariFy whereto placesafetyseatsin carswith air bags. Ms. Liere explainedthat very
little educationwasincludedabouthow to usethe seatssincetheprimarygoalofthevideo is to let
groupsknow abouttheprogramandthat help is neededto keepit going. Theintent wasfor the
personpresentingthevideoto haveascriptwith moredetailedcommentaboutsafetyseatuseand
thevoucherprogram. Sgt. Teaguesuggestedthat thevideohavealittle strongermessageto
indicatethatfinds areneeded.It wassuggestedthat commentbe addedat theendofthevideo,
bothwritten andoral, statingwhereto sendcontributions.

Ms. Liere acknowledgedthatKeizerwould be ableto getacopyofthevideoonceit is editedand
readyfor presentation.Shewelcomedanyassistancefrom membersoftheCommissionorother
groupsin Keizerin promotingtheprogram. Sgt. TeaguebelievedCommunityPolicingmight wish
to takeit onasagoal.

Ms. Liererespondedto questionsandcommentsabouttraffic safetymeasuresotherthanthoseshe
reportedon. Mr. Smyresindicatedaninterestin seeingphotoradarusedin Keizer,

Prior to leavingthemeeting,Ms. Liere presentedtheCommissionwith thegoodnewsthat
both thePoliceDepartment’sDULL grant and the Traffic SafetyCommission’sCommunity

• Small Project grant will be funded. Thedetailsarebeingworkedout.

5. WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS
• Letter from William J. Quinn P.E. Regarding Traffic Regulatory and SafetySigns

Mr. Kirby notedthat Commissionersreceivedcopiesof acommunicationfrom William Quinn
commentingontheneedfortraffic regulatoryandsafetysignsto be clearlyvisible to approaching
vehicles. Mr. Quinn hadprovidedpicturesanddocumentationofspecificlocationsin Keizerwhere
signsareobstructedfromview by treesandbrush. Mr. Quinn’s requestwasfor an ordinance
definingspecificdistancesfor sign visibility. Hehadsuggestedoptionsfor enforcementthatmight
be includedin an ordinance.

Onhis wayto tonight’smeeting,Mr. Kirby hadobservedtheobstructedsign at thecornerofVerda
andLockhaven,andhewasawareofthe problemat otherlocations. Heagreedthat something
shouldbedoneto addressthis safetyissue. HewasskepticalabouttheCity’s policy to handlethis
typeofvisionclearanceissueon a case-by-casebasis. Mr. Kirby askedfor inputfrom the
Commissionasto whetherthe issueofan ordinanceshouldbe advancedbeforetheCity Council.

Mr. Krameraskedif theCity, at this time,hadanordinanceto addressthe issue. Sgt. Teague
answeredthatuponreceivingMr. Quinn’s letter,he talkedwith City ManagerMull aboutwhatthe
City hasin place. Mr. Mull advisedhim that theCity currentlyhasordinancesto addressevery
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situation. Keizer’sproblemis its lackofresources,morespecifically,staffingto go out anddo the

S clean-upwork. Mr. Mull had indicatedthat all oftheproblemareasidentifiedby Mr. Quinnareon
thetableto be fixed, Sgt. Teaguewasunsureofthebenefitsoftaking theissueto theCouncil since
theproblemis resources.

Mr. Smyresindicatedhis dismaythat theTraffic SafetyCommission’swork, overthe lasttwo
years,continuedto berejected. Hereiteratedhis disagreementwith theregulationsestablishedin
thenewly adoptedDevelopmentCode. Hebelievedtheproposalto contractout thework andbill
thepropertyownerwasareasonablealternativeto theCity doing thework. Shouldtheproperty
ownerfail to pay, theCity couldput a lien on theproperty. Sgt. Teaguehad questionedCity
ManagerMull aboutthepossibility ofcontractingout thework. Mr. Mull hadindicatedthat
contractingfor smalljobs would betooexpensive.

Mr. Smyresacknowledgedthat thepreviouslydiscussededucationprogram,includingnewsarticles
andnoticessentin waterbillings, would probablygeneratecompliancefrom mostKeizerresidents.
Oncethepublic is educated,he sawno reasonwhy theCity’s codeenforcementofficer couldnot
follow up on any remainingviolations.

Mr. Kirby askedSgt. Teaguehowthespecificviolationsidentifiedby Mr. Quinnwouldbe taken
careof Sgt. Teagueunderstoodthat theCity’s first line of approachwould befor thecode
enforcementofficer to contactthepropertyowner. If complianceis not achieved,it will fall back
on theCity to do thework.

S Basedon theapproachthe Citymusttakedueto its lackofresources,Mr. Kirby suspectedthebest
avenuefor someonewho observesaviolationwouldbe to submitacomplaintform to the City. He
remindedtheCommissionthat Officer Babcockdevelopeda complaintform for useon theweb
page.

Mr. Smyresindicatedthat whenhe andMr. Kirby nextmeetwith Mr. Mull, he plansto let Mr. Mull
know thathe hasavolunteerwho will typeup complaintforms--anotherstaffingdeficiency
mentionedby Mr. Mull whentheylasttalked.

Sgt. Teaguereaffirmedfor Mr. Kirby that theviolationsidentifiedby Mr. Quinnwill beaddressed
by CityManagerMull.

7. REPORT FROM CHAIR

Mr. Kirby reportedthat he andMr. Georgestaffedabikesafetyhelmetboothat arecent“Kids
Day” eventsponsoredby theKeizerPoliceDepartment.Toddler,youth,andadult bicyclehelmets
wereon displayatthebooth,andpamphletswerehandedout to thepublic. Mr. Kirbywas
especiallypleasedto reportthat PaulGorlinsky, aformerChairoftheTraffic SafetyCommission,
presentedhim with a$500check,onbehalfofhis business,for thePoliceDepartmentto purchase
helmetsandother safetyneeds.
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S Mr. Kirby confirmedwith Commissionersthat theyeachreceivedacopyofamemofrom John
Morgan,Consultantto theUrbanRenewalAgency,regardingtheRiver RoadDesignPlanUpdate.
Thememowassentto all stakeholdergroups. It requestedcommentsandinputwith regardto a
list ofprojectsto includein theupdatedDesignPlan. Mr. Kirby notedthat amatrixdevelopedby
Mr. Morganlists andprovidescommenton projectscurrentlyauthorizedin therenewalplanand
projectsfor considerationin thedesignplan. Mr. Kirby indicatedthat he hadnotyet had achance
to studythematerial,but that afterreviewingit, he plannedto submita response.Heencouraged
membersto reviewthematerialandrespondindividually prior to theSeptember18 deadlinefor
comments.

Ms. Dibbleindicatedthat shewould like strippedcrosswalksthatareidentifiedas“zebra
crosswalks”to be definedwith texturein additionto the stripping. Shebelievedatexturedpattern
wherethereis a differencebetweenstreetandstripingwouldbeveryhelpfulfor visionimpaired
people. Mr. Smyreshadnoticedthat crosswalksjustrepaintedon LancasterDrivehavearaised
paintstrip. Ms. Dibbleindicatedthat shewould submitthecommentto CityPlannerAmy Drought.
To makeabiggerimpact,sheencouragedotherCommissionersto alsomentionit in their
responses.

8. SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS

ADA Requirements

S Ms. Dibble reportedthat sheobtained,on loan,somecassettetapeswith thecurrentADA
regulations. Sheplansto researchthemandreportback.

Traffic Calming Devices

Mr. Smyresreportedon whatwasdiscussedat theApril meetingofthe SalemNeighborhood
Traffic ManagementPlanCAC. Themaintopic for discussionwastraffic managementmeasures.
Theagendamaterialincludedillustrationsanddescriptionsof varioustraffic calmingdevices.
Participantsvotedoneachmeasurein an effort to detenninewhich aremostdesirable. A tally of
thevotewill bebroughtbacknextmonth. Anotherissueaddressedwasstreetclassifications.The
intentionis to developa color-codedcity mapidentifying streetsasto theirclassification,i.e.
arterial,collector,orneighborhood.In additionto identifying streetsasto theircurrent
classification,projectionswill bedoneto identify what streetsmight becomein thefuturebasedon
changingtraffic patterns.

Mr. SmyressubmittedtheCACagendamaterialfor therecord. Mr. Kirby requestedthesecretary
to mail out copiesofthematerialto membersoftheCommission,Sgt. Teague,andtheCouncil
Liaison. HeencouragedCommissionmembersto carefullyreviewthematerialsinceit will be
usefulin developingarecommendationon traffic calmingdevicesfor submittalto theCouncil.
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Mr. Smyresreportedon his meetinglastmonthwith City ManagerMull, As theCommission. suggested,he posedquestionsaboutthenewChertyAvenuesignals,andtheapparent
encroachmentinto theright-of-wayofaparkinglot on 7th StreetandChemawa.Mr. Mull
confirmedfor him thatthenewtraffic lights on CherryAvenuewill be equippedwith audio. The
City Managerwill look into theparkinglot issue. Also, Mr. Smyreshadagaintalkedwith Mr. Mull
aboutthevision clearanceissue. HeremindedMr. Mull ofCouncil’sdirectionto staffto workwith
theTraffic SafetyCommissionto comeup with avision clearanceproposal. Mr. Mull hadagain
pointed out thestaffing limitations,but indicatedthat theCity Hall receptionistmight beableto
give someassistance.Mr. Smyreshadsincetalkedwith thereceptionistwho wasunawareofthe
direction. Mr. Smyresindicatedhis disillusionmentat seeingnoprogressafterspendingtwo years
pursuingthevision clearanceissue.

Mr. Smyresnotedthat hehadalsorequestedofMr. Mull thatthe complaintform developedby the
Commissionbemadeavailableat theCityHall front desk. Mr. Kirby interjectedthat hehadjust
tonight viewedthecomplaintform onthe Traffic SafetyCommissionweb page. He indicatedthat
hewould like to seetheCity trackwhena complaintis received,andwhenresolved.

Mr. SmyresinformedtheCommissionthat he andMr. Georgehadnot yetmetwith City Planner
Amy Drought--hehadbeenunableto gethold ofMr. George. Mr. Jacksonwasabsentwhensub-
committeeassignmentswerehandedout, but agreedto helpMr. SmyresandMr. Georgewith the
traffic safetyissues.

• Mr. Smyreshadalsotalkedwith Mr. Mull aboutputtingvision clearanceeducationflyers in water
bills and an ad in thepaper. Mr. Kirby indicatedthat hewould arrangefor Mr. Mull to meetwith
he andMr. Smyresnextweek. Hesuspectedabetterapproachmight beto pursueresultson justa
couplemeasuresbeforeproceedingon to others.

Finally, Mr. Smyrescalledattentionto his color codedmapwhichhehadupdatedwith Sgt.
Teague’sJuly accidentstatistics.

9. BIKEWAY COMMITTEE REPORT

No onefrom theBikewayCommitteewaspresent.

10. DISCUSSION

CAC Update

PreviouslydiscussedunderSubcommitteeReports

Vision Clearance

PreviouslydiscussedunderSubcommitteeReports.
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. Parades/EventsOrdinance

Sgt. Teaguereportedthatin looking overthe materialassembledby Lt. Miranda,hefoundnothing
from SalemorPortland. Hehopedto reviewtheir specialeventsordinances,aswell astheother
sampledocuments,beforeputtingtogetheradraftfor the Commissionto review. Hesuggested
that theissuebeput onthe Octoberagendafor discussion. After reviewingandmodifying adraft in
October,he hopedfor a decisionandrecommendationfrom theCommissionin Novemberto
submitto theCity Council earlynextyear.

11. STAFF LIAISON REPORT

Sgt. TeaguedistributedcopiesoftheConsolidatedMonthlyReportfor July, andtheODOT
TransportationSafetyAdvocate,which includedan executivesummaryofresponsesto a
transportationsafetysurveycompletedin June. Issuesaddressedin the surveyweretransportation
systemandtraffic safety,basicrule speedlaw, aggressivedriving, driving undertheinfluenceof
intoxicants,perceivedeffectivenessofefforts to reducedrunkdriving, bicyclehelmets,safetybelt
use,andtransportationsafetypublic serviceannouncementsfor: DUll, safetybelts,andchild safety
seats. Sgt. Teaguecommentedon someofthe issuesaddressedin the survey.

12. COUNCIL LIAISON REPORT

• In MayorKoho’sabsence,therewasno report.

13. OTHER/NEWBUSINESS

SupplementingHelenLiere’sannouncementofthegrantawards,Mr. Kirby remindedtheBoard
that theapprovedgrantswerea $4,000CommunityDUll preventiongrantwhichwill beusedfor
Policeovertimefor specificenforcementandeducation;and a$3,150CommunitySmall Projects
Mini-grantto payfor ahand-heldradarunit, andyouthbicyclehelmets.

Ms. Dibble commentedon the“ambervisualaids” put in atthe Salem/Keizerentrywaystructure,
intendedto reducethelikelihoodfor accidents.

14. ADJOURNMENT/NEXT REGULAR MEETING - OCTOBER 22, 1998

Thenextregularmeetingis October22. SinceboththeNovemberandDecembermeetingdatesfall
on holidays,theCommissionagreedto rescheduleeachmeetingfor thethird Thursdayofthe
month--November19, andDecember17.

Themeetingwasadjournedby ChairKirby at 8:47 p.m.
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