
MINUTES

• River Road RedevelopmentBoard
Wednesday,August 5, 1992

KeizerCityHall

CALL TO ORDER ChaiimanBauercalledthe meetingto order at 7:00p.m.

ROLL CALL The following memberswerepresent: Ed Bartlett,Tom Bauer,
Mark Grenz,Mary Hardison,Bob Keilbach,Jim Keller and Tim
Smith. Also presentwereAlan Costic,Andy Leisinger,Wayne
Woosley,Dick Wolk, City Traffic EngineerandJohnMorgan,
CommunityDevelopmentDirector.

APPROVAL OF A motion wasmadeby Bob Keilbach and secondedby Ed Bartlett
MINUTES that the minutesof theJuly 15, 1992 meetingbe approvedasread.

Mr. Morgannotedthat theMinutes should becorrectedto show
BoardmemberDawn Meier aspresent. The motion passed
unanimously.

ANNOUNCEMENTS Mr. Morganupdatedthe Boardon issuesrelating to UrbanRenewal.
The AckerleyCommunicationsCompanysettledout of courton the
issueof theirbillboardon ChemawaRoad. They agreedto pay a
$500fine, changethe billboardto the heightit wasandbring the. othersignsup to code. TheCouncil declinedtheoffer of 10 free
weeksof advertising.

Thetraffic issueat TacoBell will be lookedat later this fall.
Traffic Engineer,Dick WoW, will also be looking at thetraffic
aroundDairy Queen. Mr. Wolk statedthat signshaveto beput in
placeto allow PoliceOfficers to ticket offenders. Signswifi be
placedin the islandprohibiting left turns. The leadin line will also
bechangedto 90 degrees.

Mr. Morgannotedthat the negotiationswith the ownersat Sandy
Drive havereacheda deadend. A traffic signalprobablywill not
happenthis’year. The timing is just not right to take someother
steps. Mr. Grenzrequestedthe bushesbecut so that drivers could
seeto pull out. Ms. Hardisonaskedthat the TacoBell sign be
lookedat becauseit blocks the view exiting the driveway. She also
mentionedthat exiting the servicestation at SandyDrive is difficult
due to a bannerblocking the view.

Mr. Morgandiscussedthe River RoadTriangle andchanges
happeningthere. A staffmemberat NorthwestNaturalGasbecame

• interestedin gettingthe trianglelandscaped.They contactedAndy
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Leisinger,theLandscapeArchitect for the River Roadproject, and
askedhim to providea planthat would blendwith the work being

• projectedfor River Road. The City of Salemhasapprovedthe
presentplan. Thereare threefaces,one saying“EnteringKeizer”,
one - “Entering Salem” and a third undecided.Therewere
suggestionsfor a readerboardof communityeventsor a sign listing
donationsreceived.

NorthwestNaturalGashasdonatedtime, SalemSandandGravel
hasdonatedwork, KeizerSandandGravelhasdonatedall the sand
andSalemElectric is going to boreandput in electricandwater
lines. NorthwestNaturalGashascommittedto maintain the
landscaping. Mr. Morgansaidthereis about$2,000requestedfrom
the merchantsor peopleof Keizer. The SalemElectricBoard is
talking aboutcontributingand possiblyothers. Mr. Keller saidhe
wasgoing to havehis staff go to the businessesin Keizerfor $20
donations. Mr. Morganstatedthat althoughthe work is outsideof
Keizer,he will go to the legal counselwith a requestto put Urban
Renewalmoneyin the project. UrbanRenewalmoneyusuallyhas
to be spentwithin the district unlessit benefitsthedistrict, but this
propertyis outsidethe City limits making it moredifficult.

ChairBaueraskedif the staff should bedirectedto explorethe
possibility of usingUrbanRenewalmoneyoutsidethe City limits.

S Mr. Smith suggestedthat theBoard wait until the resultsareknown
of thepresentfundraisingrequestsbeforetime is spentgoing to
legal counsel. Mr. Morgansaidhewould makea reportnexttime.

In answerto Mr. Keller’s questionregardingthe statusof the Staats
project,Mr. Morgansaidhe thoughttheyaregoing to bemoving
aheadandtrying to put the projecttogetherfor next year.

ChairBauerdiscussedthe meetingof the Keizermerchants
regardingthe River Roadproposal. Mr. Keilbach notedhe counted
about25-30businessesrepresentedandaskedhow manywere along
River Road. Mr. Keller saidabout200-250andthat wasthe most
merchantshe had seentogetherin a long time.

Mr. Bill Steinke,a citizen living in a mobilehomeparkon River
Road,notedthat River Roadworkedquite well. Hesaid he lived on
River Roadanddidn’t understandwhy it shouldbe changed. Chair
Bauernotedthat nothinghadbeendecidedandthe business
communitywill beconsultedbeforethey aremade. Mr. Steinke
commentedagainon how beautifulRiver Roadwasandhow well
the traffic flowed.

RiverRoadRedevelopmentBoard

Wednesday,August5, 1992
Page2



Ms. Hardisonstatedshealso attendedthe meetingandwasnot
surprisedaboutthereaction. Shefelt technicaldatawasneededi.e.

• regardingturning radiuses,etc. Shedid not want additional staff
time to beusedregardingthe medianunlessthe turningcan be
worked.

UPDATE FROM ChairBauerreportedthat heandTim Smithmet with theDesign
DESIGNTEAM Team andhe felt a lot betterregardingthe work that is being done.

Mr. Costic statedthat afterthe Merchantsmeeting,theteam
basicallybackedoff and hewantedtheentire committeeto receive
moreof the information that theteamhasbeengenerating. He
statedpacketswill be given to eachboardmember,including such
thingsas a mapof the changes,designstandardsandrejectedideas.

Mr. Costicstatedthat hehopedin tonight’s meetingthe Boardcould
comeup with a gameplanon themedianissue. TheTeamis
limited in what they cando until that decisionis made. If the
medianis not to occur, then the elementsplannedfor it needto be
pulled to the outside,i.e. landscaping,etc.

He saidif theplanis a goodone,andif theTraffic Engineersaysit
is going to makeKeizera safer,easiercommunityto move through
thenit needsto bepursued,evenagainstopposition. Mr. Costic
suggestedPhaseI of a medianwould needto impactasfew people

S aspossible. A possiblelocationwould be the northend of River
Road,northof Lockhaven.

Mr. Costicnotedthat oneof his concernsregardingthe medianwas
theradiusneededfor a U-turn. Hesaidthat if a medianis placed
up north thereis a possibility therewouldbe enoughright of way
but in the south,probablynot. Hesuggestedthat Mr. Wolk
neededto be askedwhereU-turnscould bemadesafely. TheBoard
would thenneedto decidehow theywould like to proceed.

Mr. Keilbach askedif the informationcould begiven so that the
Boardcouldanswerthe questions. Mr. Wolk said that basicallyin
the areasouth of ChemawaRoad, if the roadwasreducedto one
laneeachdirection,a designvehiclecouldbe turnedaround. In
someplacesa normaldelivery routecould notbe done. Mr.
Morganpointedout the Boardhadbeenconsidering2 lanesof 12
feeteach. Mr. Wolk notedthat a U-turncould not bedonesouth of
Chemawawith that setupunlessright of waywas acquiredandthe
curbswerewidened.

Mr. Keller saidhe hadbeengenerallysupportiveof placing medians

S in placeswherebusinesseswould not be affected. ChairBauer
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notedthat the 7-11 ownerwasconcernedabouta medianin front of
his propertyon River Roadwhich would limit left turns into his

S business. It was suggestedthat the mediancouldbeginabout400
feetnorth of Lockhaven.

Mr. Costicstatedthat the teamhadanalyzedall the businessesand
out of the 200÷theydiscoveredonly 1 businessthat would not be
ableto functionwith a median. Hesuggestedmembersof the
Board be invited to cometo work sessionsat his office where
detailsarediscussed.Theteamhasbegunworking on specific
designstandardson areassuchaspublic landscaping,sidewalks,
private propertyandaccesscontrol. Theteamwill needto know
how specific the Board wishesto be, thewordingof the standards
andthe degreeof detail to be included.

Mr. Keller statedthat basedon theinput from thebusiness
communityhewould havea hardtime supportingmedianstrips
whereU-turnshaveto be made. Healso commentedon his
concernaboutthe increaseof governmentalrecommendationsfor
businesseswith the designstandards. Mr. Morganstatedthat be
believedthat standardscouldbe written sothat businesseswould
know the standardsandvarianceswould only be requiredin
extraordinarysituations.

S Mr. Smith statedhe thoughtIris Lanewould bea greatplaceto
havea medianin the south. ChairBauernotedthat two other
possiblesectionsmight beGarlandWay to Apple Blossom and
Hollyhock to Bever. Mr. Costicnotedthat Mr. Smith’s suggestion
was the safest. Mr. Keller askedaboutfrom the City Limits to
Apple Blossom andChairBauernotedleft turnscouldnotbe made
into thosebusinesses.

In answerto a questionfrom Ms. Hardison,Mr. Wolk notedthat
River Roadis about62’ wide to ChemawaRoad. Mr. Grenzsaid
that northof that intersectionit is about5 feetwider. Mr. Wolk
said thatonly a passengercarcouldU-turn at the intersectionof
PortlandRoadandHyacinth. Throughcalculations,it wasdecided
that about86’ would beneeded,curb to curb, for U-turnsof
delivery vehicles. Mr. Morganpointedout that the medianwould
not work on River Roadif thecurbsremain in the samelocation.

Regardingthe Lockhavenintersection,Mr. Wolk statedthat the
Staatspropertywasanticipatingan entrancewould be about400 feet
north of theintersectionwhich would be the first breakfor the
medianandthe secondbreakwould be700-900feetnorth for the

S McNary entrance. Thosewould be left turns andnot U-turns.
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Mr. Morganaskedthe groupto reachsomeconsensusregarding
whatareasshould beexploredfor placinga median. Mr. Keilbach

• said themediancouldbeconsideredanyplacewherefire trucks
would not be impeded. Mr. Costicstateda medianwould not
work. Mr. Wolk saidthat in the last 5 yearsRiver Roadhas
averaged67 accidentsa yearandthe majority pertain to turnson
River Road. He saida turn lanehelpedto get turning traffic out of
the wayof othertraffic. Mr. Keller wascuriousaboutthe
percentagethat would bedirectly relatedto the turninglane.

Ms. Hardisonaskedthat the Boardlook at signalizedintersections.
ChairBauerwantedto look at the signalsthat aregoing to be
presenton River Road. He saisit seemedlike right of waynear
thosesignalsshould be acquiredso that a future mediancouldbe
put in. Mr. Costic suggestedthat thecornersbeprotectedby
acquiringthelandto perhapsmakegreenspacenow andthenhave
it availablefor the future. ChairBauernotedtherewasnot a lot of
opportunity to buy spacebut on theintersectionswherethingswere
plannedhe thoughtacquiringright of waywould be a win-win
situation. Mr. Morgannotedthat a lot of the intersectionshave
buildings to thecorner.

Mr. Costicaskedif theemergencyvehiclecouldmakea U-turn
from theright laneinsteadof the turn lane. Mr. WoW saidyes.. Mr. Costic suggestedthat perhapstheplan shouldnot assumethe
samesolutionfor eachintersection. An alternatesolutionmay be
making all turns right handand havinga cloverleafintersection.

ChairBaueraskedtheBoard to agreeon somespecificsfor the
DesignTeam. TheBoardagreedthat Iris Laneis a goodidea,
signal interconnectswill bewonderful, undergroundingthe power
lines is goodandcurb cuts should be reducedwhenpossible. In
Phase1, approximatelyCummingsLaneand south,the Board would
not like to haveanymedians.

Mr. Keilbach did not think it waswise to acquireright of wayjust
for accommodatinga medianin~thefuture sincehecouldn’t see the
justification for it theneither. Ms. Hardisonaskedaboutbike lanes.
ChairBauersaidtherewould not beenoughroom for a laneboth
directionssotherecouldnot beone. Mr. Costic said the City could
approachtheBiking Council to offer a solution. Mr. Morgansaid
that RichardSchmidtof the Council saidhe would bring it asan
agendaitem if theBoardrequested.

Mark Grenzmadea motion for theBoard to direct Mr. Morganto
takea rejuestto theBiking Council for assistancein finding a bike
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routethroughthe City. Tim Smithsecondedthemotion. The
motion passedunanimously.

,S Mr. (irenzwould like to seethe medianexploredfrom Lockhaven
north. Hesaidthat sitedistanceswould limit somebut a median
might force,parcelsto becombined. ChairBaueraskedfor a
motion to havethat includedin Phase1. Mr. Costicpointedout
that the Phasingwasan issueof the amountof dollarsavailable. He
said theteamwantedto comeup with anOverallPlan to show what
would happenon River Roadfrom north to south. ChairBauer
askedthat Lockhavennorth beexploredasacceptablefor a median
with bike facilities.

Mr. Costicstatedthat the elementsconsideredfor the medianwill
be movedto the perimeter,the teamwill work on signalizationand
accesscontrol. The Board alsowas in agreementon a mediandown
Iris Lane. Mr. Smith notedthat he lookedforward to having
somethingto show on the Southendof the city. Mr. Costic said
that the issuesagreeduponby theBoardwill be incorporatedinto a
working document. The Boardwill thenneedto commentuponthe
plan throughChairBaueror Mr. Morgan. ChairBauersuggested
theBoardhavetwo meetingsin Augustand haveoneof thema
work session.. Mr. Morgansaidhe workedthroughRiver Roadandinventoriedthe
presentsituationwith availableopportunities. He broughtup the
ideaof the extensionof Sunsetto Cherry Avenuewhich would
widen thecommercialdistrict. He alsoraisedthe issueof Maine
andLindaAvenuesand theiruniquesituationsof beingwonderful
neighborhoodswith commercialbusinessesfronting RiverRoad.
He sharedsomeideasthat haveresultedfrom the citizeninput of
the neighborhoodsandaskedfor ideasfrom the Board. Healso
askedfor direction from the Board to continueworking on a
solution there. A consensuswasgiven by the Boardfor Mr.
Morganto continueinvestigation.

Mr. Costic commentedon the lackof discussionregardingstreet
closings. Ms. Hardisonaskedwhich streetsarebeingconsideredfor
closure. Mr. Morgan saidthat WeeksDrive (westside),Menlo
Drive andEvansAvenuearebeingconsidered.He thoughtthat a
culdesacwould bemadewith the intent to put a closurebetweenthe
businesscommunityandtheresidentialarea.

A work sessionwassetup for theBoard on Monday,August17 at
Mr. Costic’s Office at 2:00p.m.
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ChairBaueraskedif the signalat theElks Club couldbe recycled.
Mr. Wolk said someof theequipmentcouldbe usedbut not all.. ChairBaueralso askedabouttheextensionof Sunsetover to
Cherry. Mr. Wolk stateda signalat Sunsetwould be too closeto
Iris Laneto providevery good traffic progression.The staffwill
continueto look at extendingSunset.

ChairBaueraskedwherethe signalswould be placed. Mr. Wolk
answeredthe intersectionsof Glynbrook,Iris Lane,Manbrin,
Dearborn,ChemawaandLockhaven. Signalremovalwill be
reviewedat CummingsLane. Mr. Wolk also suggestedthe Board
look at building a signalon SandyDrive basedon theextensionof
the driveway. Mr. Morgan statedsomedifficulties arisewith the
Bob’s property. The Boardhad someideaswhich would makethe
Folger’spropertymoredevelopable.

Mr. Costicstatedthe nextmeetingwould includea discussionof
eachpieceof propertyandan analysisof what the changeswould
bring. Mr. Morganstatedit wouldn’t be a bad ideato touch base
with the City Council in a work sessionin Octoberalthoughthe
Board would hold its own PublicHearing.

NEXT MEETING ChairmanBauerstated the nextBoard meetingwould beAugust
17th at 2:00 p.m at Mr..Costic’s office at 570 Liberty Road

S South, acrossfrom the Library.

ADJOURNMENT A motion was made by Bob Keilbach andsecondedby Tim Smith
for adjournment. The motion passedunanimously and the meeting
was adjournedat 10:15 p.m.

S
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