
MINUTES. CITY OF KEIZER
TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMISSiON
KEIZER CITY BALL LIBRARY

JTJLY 24, 1997

1. CALL TO ORDER

Themeetingwascalledto orderby ChairKirby at 7:02 p.m.

2. ROLL CALL

Thefollowing memberswerepresent: Mike Kirby, ErnestSmyres,andFred
George.

Also presentwere: Council LiaisonDennisKoho andStaffLiaison Sgt. Mark
Miranda.

3. REVIEW/APPROVEMINUTES - June26, 1997

Theminuteswereapprovedassubmitted.

4. APPEARANCE OF INTERESTEDCITIZENS

Cynthia Vannoy, 683 Faymar Drive NE, Keizer, president ofthe ClaggettCreek
NeighborhoodAssociation,broughtforwardtheNeighborhoodAssociation’sconcerns
about increasedtraffic at Claggettand10th Avenue. Shehadreceivedno word backfrom
the City in responseto arequestmadesix month’sagofor atraffic study in thearea. She
relayedtheAssociation’srequestfor speedhumps,andpossiblytraffic circlesat Claggett
and7th Street,8th Street,and 10thStreet. SherequestedtheTraffic Safety
Commission’ssupportin carryingforwardtherequestfor atraffic studyand
implementationoftheproposedsafetymeasures.

John Young, 625 Radiant Drive, Keizer,voiceddispleasurewith thestadiumtraffic,
andtherelatedcongestionandpollution.

Tina Sloan,5905Radiant Drive, Keizer,circulatedphotosdepictingstadium-related
traffic concernsshewould like to seeaddressed.Shereadthepetitionstatementfrom a
petitionsheis circulating. Thepetitioncallsfor RadiantDrive to remainopento two-way
traffic at all times;andfor TepperandMcLeodto remainopenfor traffic before,during,
andaftereverystadiumevent. Sheconsideredthe currentone-way/two-waytraffic
switchingprocedureon Radiantveryconfusing,andpointedout that it wasincorrectly
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reportedin thenewspaper.Shenotedthat one-waytraffic is movingvery fast,andsigns

S arenot beingchangedappropriately.Otherconcernsweretheimproperuseofturn lanes,
andblockageofbike lanes. Ms. Sloanrecalledthatthe City hadplannedto monitor the
traffic during thefirst fewgames,andthenmakeanynecessarychanges. Sherequested
that somethingbedonesoon.

Ms. Sloanrespondedto questionsaboutspecificincidentsinvolving residentson Radiant.
MayorKoho askedif a freewayfrontageroadwould alleviateconcerns.Theresponse
wasthat althoughit might bepartofa solution,somethingneededto be donenow.

Karen Trucke, 6330 - 14th AvenueNE, Keizer,a memberofthetraffic committeefor
theGubserNeighborhoodAssociation,spokein supportofthecurrentstadiumtraffic
plan. Looking at all theissuesandgoals,theAssociationconsideredit thebestsolution
for thepresenttime. Ms. Truckepointed out thatthecurrentplanallows accessfor
emergencyvehicles,andRadiantDrive homeowners;it regulatestraffic flow; it meetsthe
hoped-fortime frameto cleartraffic from thestadium;and,it preventstraffic from flowing
throughthehighly-populatedneighborhoodaccessedby 14thStreetandMcLeod. Ms.
Truckeagreedthattherehadbeensomeconfusion,throughthemedia,asto theplanfor
enteringandleavingthe stadium. Sheemphasizedtheimportanceofcommunicating
correctlythedifferent routesincluding99E, andestablishinga consistenttime for
changingtheone-waytraffic flow pattern. Shealsostressedtheneedfor all thePolice
Officersto havethecorrectinformation. And finally, that thespeedlimit on Radiantbe

S looked at. Shefelt thata frontageroadwould alleviatesomeconcerns.
MayorKoho questionedwhethertraffic wasworsewith traffic goingin, orout ofthe
stadium. Theresponsewasthateachpresentdifferent issuesofconcern. Issuesrelevant
to thetime-periodwhile thegameis going on werealsomentioned.

MayorKohoindicatedawillingnessto haveflyerswith mapsandinformationdistributed
to peopleattendingtheball gamesto makesurethat theyareawareoftheplanand
options.

Helen Liere, ACTS Oregon,357-A WarnerMime Road, Oregon City, indicatedthat
shewould commentduring discussionoftheGrantProgram.

5. REPORTFROM CHAIR

Mr. Kirby reportedthattheKeizerVolunteerCoordinatingCommitteemet andcameup
with recommendationsto fill thetwo vacancieson the Traffic SafetyCommission. Mr.
Kirby anticipatedthattheappointeeswould bein attendanceat thenextmeeting.

6. SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS
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GRANT PROGRAM IMPLEMENTATION - FUND RAISING
EFFORT - Mr. Kirby

Mr. Kirby reportedthat theslideswereproducedand acontracthasbeensignedwith the
partieswho do thetheaterscreenpresentation.Sgt. Mirandaaddedthatthefirst showing
will beaweekfrom Saturday,on August2. Theslidewill runfrom August2
continuouslyuntil theendofSeptember.

Mr. Kirby notedthatin additionto theslide,hehadL Graphixprovidesomethingthat can
bereproducedin a newspaper.Hewill takeit in to theKeizertimesand discusswith them
providingspaceto run thephotographic.

Mr. Kirby invitedHelenLieretojoin in thediscussionoftheGrantProgram.Forthe
benefitofnewmembersto theCommission,andtheaudience,Ms. Lieretalkedaboutthe
formationofACTS Oregonand explainedhow it workswith local traffic safety
commissionsto promotetraffic safety. Shenotedthat ACTS Oregonhelpswith the
formationoflocalcommissions,providestechnicalassistance,doesworkshopsandspecial
projects,doesadvocacy,promoteslegislation,and administersmini-grants.Ms. Liere
calledattentionto two newACTS Oregonprojects; coordinationoftheODOT
TransportationSafetyConferenceOctober15 - 17 in Eugene,andadministrationofthe
Child SafetySeatResourceCenter. Ms. Lierethankedthe Traffic SafetyCommissionfor
its membershipin ACTS Oregon. Sherespondedto questionsaboutthegrantprogram,

• andmaterialandservicesavailablethroughACTS Oregon.

VISION CLEARANCEPROPOSAL/ORDINANCEREVISIONSDRAFT -

Mr. Smyres

Mr. Smyresreportedthat theissuewasconsideredby thePlanningCommissionon July 9
aspartofthepublichearingon theDevelopmentCode. Deliberationis scheduledfor
September10 at 7:00 p.m. Mr. Smyreswasunsurewhy thePlanningCommissionneeded
to be involvedin anissuedealingwith existinghazards.Heconsideredthe draftput
togetherby the Traffic SafetyCommissionassimple, straight-forward,andexplicit about
theconsequences.Heindicatedthathewould like to by-passthePlanningCommission,
andproceeddirectlyto theCity Councildocket.

Mr. Georgesuspectedthat theDevelopmentCodewould notbe finally acteduponuntil
sometimethis Fall. Heagreedwith Mr. SmyresthattheTraffic SafetyConunission’s
proposalshouldbea stand-aloneordinance.It washis understandingthatthecurrent
vision clearancestatuteswerenot partoftheDevelopmentCode. Pointingout how
difficult it would beto enforcecurrentregulations,Mr. Smyresnamedthefive different
City codesectionsdealingwith vision clearanceissues. Heemphasizedtheimportanceof
a stand-aloneordinancein orderto seevision clearanceenforcementfinally occur.
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Mr. Kirby statedthat sincethe Traffic SafetyCommissionis anadvisoryboardto theCity

S Council, it would beappropriateto submittherecommendationdirectlyto theCouncil on
theiragenda.

City CouncilorMcGee,who waspresentin theaudience,agreedthatit would be possible
to go directlyto theCouncil. Hepointedout,though,thattheproposalcontainssome
quite controversialaspects.Also, that staffhasindicatedapreferencefortheregulations
to beapartof thedevelopmentcode.

In responseto questionsfrom KarenTrucke,MayorKohoexplainedthattheordinance
canbeadoptedasan independentordinance,ortheproposalscanbe incorporatedinto the
developmentcode. Ms. Truckeindicatedthat shewould like to receiveacopyofthe
Traffic SafetyCommission’sdraft proposal.WhenaskedhowtheTraffic Commission
shouldgo abouthavingthematterput on aCouncil agenda,MayorKoho suggested
contactingCity RecorderTracyDavis,who putstogethertheCouncil agendas.

It wasmovedby Mr. Smyresthat theTraffic SafetyCommission’sdraftVision
ClearanceOrdinancebe advancedto theCity Council. andthat efforts bemadeto
haveit placedon theCity Council’sAugust4 agenda.Themotionwasseconded
by Mr. George.

MayorKoho pointedout that if pursued,theactionofthe Councilwould beto sendthe

S draft on to theCity Attorneyto beput in theproperform beforetaking formal action.
Mr. Georgestressedtheneedto be surethat anupdatedcopyofthedraft is sentto the
City Council, includingagreed-uponchangesandtheproposedenforcementsections. He
indicatedthat he would preparetheupdateddraft.

Themotioncarried,all voting aye.

Mr. Smyresindicatedthathe would contactCity RecorderDavisto havethe item
scheduledon theCity Council agenda.

Mr. Smyresaddedthat at therequestofCityPlannerDrought,he providedherwith a list
ofaddressesnow havingvision hazards.Ms. Droughtindicatedthat shewould sendout
lettersto thepropertyownersto correctthehazards.

MayorKoho respondedto questionsfrom Mr. Smyresaboutproblemareaspreviously
discussedby the Commission.Heexplainedthat thebudget-approvedenforcement
positionwill befilled assoonasis possible,takinginto accounttheextraworkload
currentlyplacedon staff

TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMISSION WEB SITE - Mr. George
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S Mr. GeorgeadvisedMayorKoho thathewould bewilling to work onthe City’s website.
MayorKoho thankedMr. Georgefor theoffer, but pointedout that for thepresentno
procedureexistsfor sharingthepassword.Mr. Georgeindicatedthathe would provide
MayorKoho with theupdatedTraffic SafetyCommissioninformation.

7. BiKEWAY COMMITTEE REPORT

No onewaspresentfrom theBikewayCommittee.

Mr. Kirby hadbeeninformedby CouncilorMcGeethattheBikewayCommitteehad
indicatedaninterestin havingamemberappointedto theTraffic SafetyCommission. Mr.
Kirby statedthat he would placethematteronnextmonth’sagendafor discussion.

8. STAFFLIAISON REPORT

Mr. Kirby notedthat Sgt. Mirandawaspresentatthebeginningofthemeeting,but
receivedacall at 7:40 p.m. andhad to leave.

In Sgt. Miranda’sabsence,Mr. Kirby distributedcopiesoftheTraffic ComplaintLogfor
JuneandJuly, 1997;ConsolidatedMonthlyReport- Traffic, 6-1-97to 6-30-97;OLCC
DUll InformationProgramFinal MonthlyReportfor June,1997;andInjury Network

S NewsPublication,Summer,1997.Mr. Georgesuggestedthatspecificdirectionbe sentto Sgt. Mirandawith regardto the
requestfrom Ms. Vannoyfor atraffic studyin theareaofClaggettand 10thAvenue.

MayorKoho questionedwhat exactlywasbeingrequested--atraffic count,ananalysisof
somekind, orwhat? HenotedthattheCity hasatraffic engineerwho doestraffic studies,
but questionedtheappropriatenessofsucha studyforthis area.

Mr. Georgesuspectedthat theintentionwasto examinemeasuresto slowtraffic and
maketheareasafer. Hesuggesteduseofthereaderboardto find out thespeedsactually
drivenin thearea.

MayorKoho pointedout theneedto think in termsofaCity-wide policy ratherthan
respondingto individualrequestswhentalkingabouttraffic circles,speedhumps,etc. He
namedseveralotherstreetswherethespeedingproblemmaybeevengreaterthanthe
Claggett/lOthAvenuearea.Mr. Kirby recalledHelenLiere’s commentsaboutavailable
informationregardingtraffic calmingdevices.Hesuggestedlooking intowhatothercities
havedoneto justify suchdevices.
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A discussionfollowed regardingspecificspeedingproblemareas,andmeasuresthat might

S betakento slowtraffic. Mr. Smyrespointedout on thecolor-codedpin maptheareas
havingthegreatestnumberofaccidents,schoolbusviolations, andvision hazards.He
againurgedthatschoolbuseducationbedonebeforeschoolstarts.

While still on thesubjectof traffic calmingdevices,Mr. Smyresbroughtup thesubjectof
therecently-installedRidgeDrive speedhumps. Henotedthatthehumpsthat were
installedare 12-foot humpsratherthanthe22-footonesrequestedby theTraffic Safety
Commission. Mr. Smyreshad contactedtheCity Engineer’soffice, PetersonEngineering,
andwasreferredto RichardWalk, a traffic engineerin Lyons,who designedthehumps
basedon informationfrom PublicWorksDirectorMull. Mr. Walkhadneverbeen
providedwith theTraffic SafetyCommission’splanfor 22-foothumps. Hewas
completelyunawareoftheTraffic SafetyCommission’sproposalfor five humps,and
endedup puttingin eleven.

Mr. Smyresfelt that somechangesshouldbemadeto theexistingRidgeDrive speed
humpplan. Hecalledattentionto amemorandumfrom Sgt. Mirandalisting thetime
delaysfor emergencyvehiclesalongRidgeDrive becauseofthe speedhumps. Mr.
Smyreshadalsogoneon aride-alongwith Rescue853, thefirst aid car,whichtookthe
speedhumpsatdifferentspeeds.At 10 and 15 MPH therewasno problem,but at 20
MPH it would beverydifficult for someoneworking on apatient. Mr. Smyresnotedthat
thehumpsareslowing downtraffic, but that theproposed22-foot wide humpswould

S slowdowntraffic to about30 MPH andstill allow sufficient flow.
To alleviatesomeof theconcernsexpressedby neighbors,andstill maintainareductionin
speed,Mr. Smyresproposedthat thefirst two humpsatthesouthendby KennedySchool
go to 22-foot,andthethirdgo to 14-foot. At thenorthend,heproposedthat thefirst
humpbe22-foot, andthe second14-foot. Heproposedthattheonesin themiddlenextto
theLittle LeagueParkremainastheyare.

MayorKoho expressedhis irritationthat thehumpswerenot donein thefirst placeasthe
Traffic SafetyCommissionproposed.HenotedthattheCouncil wasawarethatthe
Traffic SafetyCommissionhadlookedat speedhumpsthatwould allow stayingatthe
speedlimit, but would slowdownspeedingtraffic. Hepointedout thatnumerouscalls
havebeenreceivedobjectingto thehumpsthat wereinstalled.

Mr. Kirby hadalsoheardmanycomplaints. He indicatedthat asafirst stephe andMr.
Smyreswould talk directly with PublicWorksDirectorMull to addresstheissue. They
would thengo to Council andmakeCouncil awarethattheTraffic SafetyCommission’s
planwasnot conveyedto theengineers,but ignored.

CouncilorMcGeeinterjectedthathe at first had alsoreceivedcomplaintcalls. Henoted,
however,that he hadnow receivedcallsaskinghow theymight getthe speedhumpsin
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their neighborhoods.Hefelt that it might begoodif theTraffic SafetyCommissionwere
to comeupwith criteriafor speedhumpsituationsandsize.

9. COUNCIL LIAISON REPORT

MayorKoho reportedthat City RecorderTracyDavisadvisedhim oftheVolunteer
CoordinatingCommittee’srecommendationsto fill thevacancieson theTraffic Safety
Commission. Hetookthis opportunityto officially appointMariellaDibble andDavid
McKane.

Ms. Dibblewaspresentin theaudience.MayorKoho welcomedherto theCommission.

MayorKoho againcommentedon possiblechangesto theprocedurefor Council andstaff
liaisonsattendanceatboard,commission,andcommitteemeetings. Hewasyetunsure
howthe Traffic SafetyCommissionwouldbe affected,but indicatedthattherewould be
opportunityfor inputasproposedchangesaredeveloped.

10. OTHER/NEWBUSINESS

Mr. Smyrescalledattentionto themeetingschedulefor theremainderoftheyear. He
notedthat thescheduledNovemberandDecembermeetingsfall on Thanksgivingand
Christmas,respectively.Mr. Kirby notedthat asneeded,themeetingschedulewould be

• adjustedat asubsequentmeeting.

Mr. Smyresadvisedthat hewouldbeout oftown for theAugustmeeting.

Mr. Kirby announcedhis intentionto follow upwith ACTS Oregonpursuinginformation
regardingtraffic calmingdevices.Heagreedwith thesuggestionto developspecific
criteriain orderto appropriatelyrespondto requestswhentheycomeforward.

Ms. Dibble statedthat shehadinformationregardingaudible traffic signals. Mr. Kirby
indicatedthatthemattercould beput on nextmonth’sagendafor discussion.

Mr. Smyresmadereferenceto materialsentby Sgt. Mirandato Conmiissionmembers
prior to tonight’smeeting. In amemorandumfrom Sgt. Miranda,he advisedthatthe City
Council hadreferredto theCommissionthe issueof developingan ordinancefor parades
orothereventswhich impactCity streets. Sgt. Mirandahadalsoprovidedcopiesof
ordinancesfrom severalothercities. In Sgt. Miranda’s absence,it wasagreedto delay
discussionoftheissueuntil nextmonth’smeeting.

11. ADJOURNMENT
NEXT REGULAR MEETING AUGUST 28, 1997

Themeetingwasadjournedby ChairKirby at 8:50 p.m.
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