
MINUTES

S CITY OF KElLER
TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMISSION
KEIZER CITY HALL LIBRARY

JULY 23, 1998

1. CALL TO ORDER

Themeetingwascalledto orderby ChairKirby at 7:07 p.m.

2. ROLL CALL

Thefollowing memberswerepresent:Mike Kirby, ErnestSmyres,Randy~~
Jackson,andMariella Dibble. FredGeorgewasexcused.

Also presentwere: StaffLiaison Sgt. JohnTeague,PoliceOfficer DaveBabcock,
andRecordingSecretaryNonaOxe’.

3. REVIEW/APPROVEMINUTES - June 25, 1998

Theminuteswereapprovedassubmitted.

5 4. APPEARANCEOF INTERESTEDCITIZENS

No onecameforwardto presentanyissuesto theCommission.

5. REPORTFROM CHAIR

WebPage

ChairKirby reportedthatOfficer DaveBabcockis workingto reestablishandupdatethe
City’s website,which includestheTraffic SafetyCommission’swebpageaswell asthose
ofCity Hall andthePoliceDepartment.Hedeferredto Officer Babcockto givean
update.

Officer Babcockcommentedon informationhehasinput to updatethesite. Herequested
that Commissionersgive him any currentinformationtheywould like to haveincludedon
theTraffic SafetyCommission’spage. Hehasalsobeenworkingonacomplaintform,
andit is nowup andrunning. Officer Babcockaskedfor Commissioner’se-mail
addressesto poston thewebpage. TheTraffic SafetyCommissionwebpageaddressis
www.open.org/keizer/tsc/tsc.btm.TheCity ofKeizerpage,from which all the city’s web
pagescanbereached,is open.org/keizer.
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S Mr. Kirby hadvisited theCommission’swebpage. HegaveOfficer Babcockone
correctionwith regardto structuringofCommissionmembership.Mr. Smyresgave
OfficerBabcockacopyofthecomplaintform he designedto addressoverhangingtree
limbs, shrubbery,and, othervision clearanceviolations.

(Later in themeeting,theCommissionbriefly recessedto anotherroomwhereOfficer
Babcockconnectedhis lap-topto thenetworkandaccessedtheTraffic Safety
Commission’swebpage. Hedisplayedandcommentedon thegraphics,format,and
content.)

CommissionMembership

Mr. Kirby notedthatin theagendamaterial,Commissionerswereprovidedwith a copyof
a letterfrom City RecorderTracyDavisto KenLaytonadvisinghim ofhis appointmentto
theTraffic SafetyCommission.Mr. Layton’sappointmentsatisfiestherequirementfor
onememberofthe Traffic SafetyCommissionto alsobe amemberofCommunity
Policing. TheRecordingSecretaryconfirmedthat agendamaterialwassentto Mr.
Layton.

6. SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS

S Ms. Dibble commentedonher continuinginterestin pursuingADA improvementsthroughouttheCity. She pointedout thedifficulty awheel chair-boundpersonhasintrying to negotiatethesidewalksonRiver Road. Shewasparticularlyconcernedabout
someverysteepcurb cuts. Shespecificallymentionedoneon thenorthwestcornerof
RiverRoadandChemawaRoad. Sheis pursuinginformationonADA specificationsfor
curb cuts,butasyet theonly materialshehasreceivedon ADA requirementswasspecific
to CoosBay, Oregon.

It wasMr. Kirby’s understandingthat reconstructionandnewconstructionprojectswould
complywith ADA requirements.WhenMr. Kirby mentionedto City ManagerMull the
Traffic SafetyCommission’sgoalto reviewandmakerecommendationswith regardto
ADA, andaskedhim if theCity hadaretrofit plan, Mr. Mull explainedthattheCity
addressesexistingconcernsonacase-by-casebasis. Mr. Kirby suggestedletting theCity
knowif someoneis havinga problemwith awheelchairin aparticularplace.
It waspointedout thatatwo-yearprogramis underwayin Keizerfor retrofitting all
pedestriansignalcrossingswith audiblesignals.

Ms. Dibble circulatedanewsarticletakenfrom theKeizertimesaboutsigningandspeeds
in schoolzones.

7. BIKEWAY COMMITTEE REPORT
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5 No onefrom theBikewayCommitteewaspresent.

8. DISCUSSION

CAC Update

Mr. Kirby wasunableto attendtheJuly SalemNeighborhoodTraffic ManagementPlan
CAC meeting. Mr. Smyresattendedin his place.

Mr. Smyresreportedthatthefocusofthe meetingwasto identify featuresofstreetsthat
might classifythemasgoodor bad, Membersofthetaskforcebroughtphotographsof
streetsin theirareasthatthey liked, streetsnot asgood, andonestheydisliked. Henoted
thatLancasterDrive probablytook“the prize” for mostdisliked. Theyalsodiscussed
featurestheybelievedto be mostimportantfor traffic calming. A list ofcriteriafor
consideringNTM (neighborhoodtraffic management)wasnarroweddownto the
following five mostimportantissues: (1) streetclassification;(2) amountof cutthrough
traffic; (3) pedestrians;(4) residentialdensity;and,(5) schoolzone. Next month’s
discussionwill focuson thosefive criteria.

Mr. Kirby acknowledgedthat theCAC, nextmonth,would undertakeTask3,
developmentofcriteriafor traffic calmingmeasures,andcriteriafor whenandhowthey

S shouldbeused.Heencouragedall Traffic SafetyCommissionmembersto attendthe
August 19 CAC meeting. Heindicatedthat hewould haveacopyofthemeeting
notificationsentto Commissionmembers.

(TheCommissionrecessedat 7:25 p.m. to view thewebpagesetup by Officer Babcock.
TheCommissionreconvenedat 7:40p.m.)

GrantApplication

TheAgendapacketincludeda copyoftheCommunity Small ProjectsMini-Grant
applicationput togetherby Mr. Kirby andSgt. Teague. Materialdistributedby Sgt.
Teagueat thebeginningofthemeetingincludedacopyofthePoliceDepartment’sDUll
mini-grantapplication.

Mr. Kirby pointed out in theTraffic SafetyCommission’sapplicationonechangefrom
whatwasapprovedby the Traffic SafetyCommissionlastmonth. Ratherthan applying
for theentire$4,000maximumgrantamount,thegrantrequestreflectedtheanticipated
costsof$2,250for a hand-heldradarunit, and$900for approximately150 variouslysized
children’sbicyclehelmets. Mr. Kirby indicatedthat with theconcurrenceof theTraffic
SafetyCommissionhewould submitthegrantrequest.
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Sgt. Teaguecommentedon howthebikehelmetswould bedistributedunderthedirection

S ofthePoliceDepartment.Whenaskedabouttheuseofhelmetsby skateboarders,he
confirmedthat skateboardersarenot, by law, requiredto usehelmets.

Sgt. Teaguebriefly commentedon theDUll mini-grantapplication. Therequestwasfor
$4,000to providefundsfor overtimefor traffic officers to enforceDUll laws. Mr. Kirby
indicatedthathe would workwith Sgt. Teagueto completesectionsoftheapplication
relativeto Traffic SafetyCommissionaccomplishments.

It wastheconsensusoftheTraffic SafetyCommissionfor Mr. Kirby andSgt. Teagueto
completetheapplicationsand submitthemto ACTS Oregon.

Vision Clearance

Mr. Smyresrelatedhis continuingdiscouragementoverthe lackofresponseby City staff
to visionclearancecomplaints. Henamedspecificinstanceswherebrushcleanupwas
finally doneby MarionCounty,long aftercomplaintswereregisteredwith Keizerstaff.
Mr. Smyreshas,for sometime,advocatedforthetrimming oflow-hangingtreelimbs and
branchesover streets.Hecommentedonhow his RV wasdamaged,lastSunday,by an
overhanginglimb onVerdaLane.

Mr. Smyresagainvoicedhis objectionto thenewDevelopmentCodevision clearance

S standards,proposedby thePlanningCommissionandadoptedby the City Council. Hesuspectedthat no one actuallymeasuredthe vision clearanceareafrom thecurb usingthenewlyadopteddimensions. It wasstill his contentionthat theCity hastoo many
ordinances,andthat enforcementis practicallynonexistentundertheexistingregulations.
It wasMr. Smyres’opinion thattheTraffic SafetyCommissionshouldstartagainfrom the
verybeginningwith its original visionclearanceandtraffic hazardsproposal,perhapswith
somerewording.

Mr. Kirby askedif Mr. SmyresandMr. Georgemetwith City PlannerAmy Drought
subsequentto lastmonth’smeeting. Mr. Smyresansweredthat Ms. Droughtwason
vacationandtheywereunableto meet. He andMr. Georgestill hopeto meetwith herto
discusswhat is currentlyonthebooks,andthecorrelationbetweencurrentregulations
andthoseproposedby theTraffic SafetyCommission. Theywill requestthat Ms.
DroughtattendtheTraffic SafetyCommissionmeetingwhentheyreportback.

Mr. Smyresurgedthattherebe no furtherdelayin sendingout to homeowners
informationon treeand shrubberytrimming, whetherit beby wayofwaterbillings or
someothermeans.He believedthat oncepropertyownersaremadeawareofthe
requirements,theCity should stronglypursueenforcement.Mr. Kirby suggestedthat Mr.
Smyresjoin him nextweekwhenhe meetswith City ManagerMull.
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Mr. Jacksonpointedout thedifficulty theFire District hasin persuadingpropertyowners
to keeptheareaaroundfire hydrantscleared.

Parades/EventsOrdinance

Sgt. Teaguehadnot yet hadopportunityto thoroughlyreviewthematerialpassedon to
him by LieutenantMiranda. Prior to nextmonth’smeetinghewill reviewthesuggestions
submittedby Commissionmembers,andthecopiesofOrdinancesfrom otherjurisdictions,
andtry to comeup with adraft ordinancefor theCommissionto review. Hehadbeen
told by theCity Managerthat somethingwould needto bedonebeforenextSpring. Once
theCommissionapprovesa final draft, it will beforwardedon to theCity Managerfor
submittalto theCouncil.

9. STAFF LIAISON REPORT

CommissionersreceivedcopiesoftheJuneConsolidatedMonthlyReportlisting reported
accidentsandincidents;and,theJuneissueof TrafficSafetyNotes. Sgt. Teaguebriefly
reviewedtheinformationin themonthly datareport.

Sgt. TeaguereportedthatthePoliceDepartmentstill doesn’thaveanyoneexclusively
workingtraffic, however,two officershaverecentlybeenhiredandthe remaining
budgetedpositionswill soonbefilled. Sgt. Teagueexpectedthedepartmentto beup to

S speedby theend oftheyear. Threeofficersshouldbeworking traffic by January.

Mr. Kirby hadreceivedacall lastweekaboutthetraffic volumeandspeedson Manzanita
andon 14th. Herecalledthat ahose-typecounterwasusedon Chehalisto counttraffic.
Hewonderedif thedevicewasownedby theCity, andif it couldbeusedat other
locations. Sgt. Teagueansweredthatthe deviceis not ownedby the City, but canbe
requestedthroughthePublicWorksDepartment.Thereis acostinvolved. Henoted,
however,thathe hasfiguresonthevolumeoftraffic on 14th andonManzanita.

Mr. Smyresaskedif alternativemeasureswerebeing consideredto addressthe Chehalis
Streettraffic problemsincethe4-waystopproposalwasrejected. Mr. Kirby notedthat
Mr. Eby, theadvocatefortraffic controlmeasures,is movingout ofKeizerandno longer
pursuingthe issue.

10. COUNCIL LIAISON REPORT

InMayorKoho’sabsence,therewasno report.

11. OTHER/NEW BUSINESS
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Mr. Jacksoncommentedonthetransportationsystemplanworksessionheld lastmonthin

S theKeizerCouncil Chambers.Hebelievedit would beinterestingto seehowtheCOG
consultantsassembleandcollatetheideasandcommentsexpressedby individualswith
suchvaryinginterests.

Mr. Jacksoncommentedonthe needto reinforcethe safetyaspectprior to openingofthe
newskatepark.

12. ADJOURNMENT - NEXT REGULAR MEETING - AUGUST 27, 1998

Mr. Kirby advisedthathe would be awayandunableto attendtheAugustmeeting. He
recalledthat in prior years,dueto vacationschedulingandsummeractivities,therewas
agreementto cancelonemeetingduring theSummer. WhenMr. Kirby talkedwith Mr.
George,hewasreceptiveto notmeetingin August. Mr. Kirby askedfor commentsfrom
the otherCommissionmembers.

Mr. Smyresindicatedthathewould beout oftown for theregularlyscheduledSeptember
meeting. Hewasreluctantto delayproceedingwith thevision clearanceissuefor another
two months.

After furtherdiscussion,it wastheconsensusto consolidatetheAugustandSeptember
meetings,andto meeton Thursday,September3.

Mr. Kirby movedto canceltheAugust27 regularlyscheduledmeeting.andto
meetoneweeklater, on Thursday.September3. Ms. Dibble secondedthemotion.
Themotion carriedunanimouslyby thosememberspresent.

Themeetingwasadjournedby ChairKirby at 8:25 p.m.
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