
MINUTES

KEIZER PLANNiNG COMMISSION
Wednesday,July 14, 1993

RobertL. Simon Council Chambers

CALL TO ORDER Chair Meier called the meetingto order at 7:06 p.m.

ROLL CALL The following memberswere present:SamGoesch,Art Gottfried,
Marty Matiskainen, Dawn Meier and Elaine Smith. Also in
attendancewere Councilor JenyWatson,JohnMorgan,
Community DevelopmentDirector and Linda Sanders.

APPROVAL OF Marty Matiskainen movedfor the approvalof the Minutes of the
MINUTES PlanningCommissionmeetingof June9, 1993. The motion was

secondedby Art Gottfried and passedunanimously.

INTERESTED Speakingwere:
CITIZENS JoeBarkofsici, 1886 ChelanStreet,Keizer, OR 97303. Mr.

Barkofski spokeregardinga problemwith the structurea neighbor
was placing in his back yard. The structurewas to be 21 x 40
feetand sincethe lot is 90 x 100 feet the shedwill be taking up
50% of the back yard. He suggestedthe ordinancewhich allows
a structureof this size is too permissive. He felt the building was
too closeto the presentbuilding. The building will also diminish
thepropertyvalue for the neighbors. Mr. Barkofski was also
concernedsincethe building is plannedto be a workshop for
automobilerepairand theresult may be a lot of noise.

Phyllis Barkofski, 1886 ChelanStreet,Keizer, OR 97303. Mrs.
Barkofski statedshehadtalked with the City Plannerandthe
building could extendto 2 feetfrom the property line.

The Barkofskis also relatedthat their zone was residentialsingle
family and therewere no restrictivecovenantsin their area.

Mr. Morgan statedthe Keizer Zoning Ordinancestemmedfrom
the Marion County ordinancel. In this particularinstance,an
accessorystructurecan be up to 15 feet in height and can occupy
no more than25% of the requiredrearyard. The Commissioners
discussedthe presentordinanceand possibleinterpretations.
Councilor Watsonsuggestedthe best solutionwas to changethe
code. Chair Meier askedthe Commissionto work on that
particularordinanceat the next meeting. Mr. Morganstatedthe
issue is two-fold, a particularordinancecould be changedor total

~MP~GtC reworking of the codecould takeplace.
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PROJECT UPDATES Mr. Morganbriefly touchedon all the issueswhich the
Commissionhasor will be working on.

• ChemawaAt~tivityCenter

He statedthe ChemawaActivity Centerwent before the City
Council and some testimonywasheardalthoughthe hearingwas
held over to August 2nd or later. He saida letter is beingdrafted
from the City to all propertyowners in the arearegardingthe
presentstateof the plan. A marketstudy is being doneand Mr.
Morganrecommendedno removal of land from the plan until that
is completed. He also relatedOregonDepartmentof
Transportationhadissueda statementrequestingnothing should
damagethe capability of the Chemawainterchangeto carry
traffic. They will be involved in the decisionsmadein the area.

• PeriodicReview

The City went beforeLCDC andas a resultof some of the
requeststhe Commissiondirecteda new landsanalysisbe done
althoughthey agreedto having 100 acresof industrial land
rezoned.

• NeighborhoodAssociationOrdinance.
The Ordinancewasmailedout to interestedparties.

• AccessControi/ DesignStandards

The Commissionmet with the River RoadRedevelopmentBoard
severaltimes to discusstheseissues. Thejoint groupconcurred
on the drafts. The one questionremainingin AccessStandardsis
the decisionasto what type of redevelopmentwould causethe
newpolicies to be in effect.

Mr. Gottfried askedif the impactof changingdrivewayswhere
the volume is low hadbeenstudied. Mr. Morganstatedit would
not makesenseto force closureof driveways which do not cause
problemsto the traffic flow. He said the one businessthat might
be significantly impactedwould be the donut shop. Mr. Gottfried
statedhe felt bad aboutclosing any businessesdown. Mr.
Morgan statedthat particularpiece of propertycould become
valuableandthe building might be restructured.

In the DesignStandards,a difficulty hasarisenin the
determinationof acceptablebuilding colors. The possiblesolution
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would be the useof a color wheel but a final decisionhasnot

beenmade.

• McNary Area Circulation Study

Mr. Morgan said a study had looked at the circulation patterns
aroundthe High School and suggestedSandyDrive be closed,a
new streetbebuilt anda signal go up there. The City Council
approvedthe northernextensionandclosedSandybut no street
was approved.

Chair Meier statedthe wall on SandyDrive without pedestrian
accesswas a surprise. Councilor Watsonsaid when pedestrian
accessis providedproblemscould result. He personallywas in
favor of the Claggettextensionalthoughit wasnot approved. The
Council felt two accesseswould be sufficient and the Church was
not in favor of donatingthe propertyfor a new Street. Mr.
Matiskainenaskedif therehad beenany discussionof a closed
campus. Chair Meier statedthe ideawasbroughtup and the
school district is going to havea meetingto discussthe issues
raised.

Mr. Morganstatedonly the entranceto McNary on Sandyis
beingclosed,not the street. This doescausea problemfor the
transit district sincebus ridersusedthe bus stop at Sandyand
River Road. Thetransit district will not go on school property.

Mr. Goeschagreedwith Councilor Watsonin thinking the
Claggettextensionneededto beconsideredby SKATS. Mr.
Gottfried statedhe opposedthe wall.

• HousingWorkshop

Mr. Morgan stateda greatdealof information is availableand
will be takenthe City Council on August 16. Hesaid he did not
know the extentof the PlanningCommission’sinterest in this
issue.

• Sign Inventory andBackyardBurning

The GovernmentAffairs Committeehastakenon the issue of
backyardburning and aremeetingwith a SalemCity Council
memberwho is interestedin finding an alternativeto burning.
Chair Meier mentionedthe Fire Departmentis very interestedin
that issue and should be included. The GovernmentAffairs
Committeealso hasa groupof volunteersmeasuringpresentsigns
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to seehow the 1997 sign code changeswill affect eachbusiness.

• Noise and Odor Study

Mr. Morgansaid the studyhad not beenreleasedyet but will go
to the City Council at theirmeetingon August 2nd. This may
becomean issue to be addressedby the Mid Valley Planning
Forum, perhapsin mid-September.

DISCUSSION: Mr. Morgan gavethe staff report on the issuefrom the prior
Churches in meeting. He had done someresearch,counting churchparking
ResidentialZones spacesat the following churches:Family Worship Center - 40,

JohnKnox Presbyterian- over 100, LatterDay Saints- 140. If
JohnKnox Presbyterianwere being built today, it would requirea
Conditional Usepermit which would allow the propertyowners
the right of appeal. ConditionalUse permits are to be granted
with conditionsattachedto minimize the impactof the churchon
the neighborhood. The permit would only be deniedif
appropriateconditions could not be created.

Mr. Morganstatedthe optionsbeforethe Commissionwere to
leavethe code asit was, lower the thresholdof parkingspaces
requiring a permit, usea different standardfor requiringa permit,
makeall churchesconditional use in a single family zone, keep
the standardand set a location criteriaor finally, prohibit
churches.

Mr. Gottfried said the biggestproblemis havingpeoplepark in
front of homes. He askedabouthavingparking permits. Chair
Meier statedthechurchon Pleasantviewhasunimprovedroad on
bothsides which shethought would be difficult to designate“no
parking.” Councilor Watsonrelatedhis experiencein fighting the
expansionof a largechurch in a single family neighborhoodin
anothercity.

Chair Meier suggestedthe issuebeput on the scheduleand
discussedwith the zonecodeupdate. Mr. Matiskainen agreedthe
total documentshould beconsideredat one time.

PastorMichael Heamaskedif a conditionalusebuilding permit
would be requiredwhentheirchurchwantsto teardown the
houseand build a SundaySchool wing. Mr. Goeschsaid the
possibility is therebut the concernof the Commissionwas
churcheswishing to engulf theirneighborhood. Mr. Gottfried
askedhow the parking restriction would be restrictive. Pastor
Hearn said he thoughttherewas no off streetparkingandtheir
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parkingwasdoneon the property. He wasconcernedthe church
might be locked into having the old housein the front of the
property. Councilor Watsonsuggestedhe stay involved in the
process. In his experience,citizen involvementmakesa real
difference.

SamGoeschmoved that the staffbe directedto draft an ordinance
that churcheswith more than 100 parkingspacesnot beallowed
in single family residentialzones. The motion was secondedby
Art Gottfried. The motion passedon a 4-1 vote.

WORK PROGRAM Mr. Morgan suggestedthe Commissionhad a needto prioritize
their work load with the ideathat certainthings must be doneand
someshould be doneat a particular time. He summarizedthe
time frame and involvementof the Commissionfor eachproject.

The Noiseand Odor Study will probably be dealt with in the near
future. The ChemawaActivity Centershould be considered
aroundthe first of the year for the PlanningCommission. The
PeriodicReviewwork must be done by December31. The
AccessControl/DesignStandardswill beconsideredin the fall.
The regional Transportationplanhasto beupdated. The
OrdinanceUpdatewould be a big project. Mr. Morgan stated
model ordinancesare available.

Chair Meier suggestedthe Commissionplan to breakinto
subcommitteesreporting to the full Conmiission. Sheaskedthe
Commissionersto considertheir interests. Mr. Morgandid not
think therewould a needfor a subcommitteesfor the
TransportationPlan,AccessControl/DesignStandards,Housing
Study or Sign CodeRevisions. The Industrial Land Study could
include a citizen’s committee.

Councilor Watsonstatedhe was interestedin attention beingpaid
to bike paths. He suggestedwork beingdone earlier in the plan
to makeit easier. Mr. Gottfried suggestedgetting thetraffic
engineerinvolved in a traffic study for alternateroutesand bike
routes. Mr. Morgansaid regional transportationis the big issue,
but Keizer might write their own chapter. Councilor Watsonwas
also interestedin a study of east-weststreetsin Keizer especially
connectorsnorth to PortlandRoad. His other issuesof interest for
the PlanningCommissionwere the consideredbridgeover the
Willamette River, the mixed usezone andthe numberof car lots
on River Road.

Mr. Morgansaid the City suffersfor not havinga bike plan.
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Fundswere available for a grantto have a bridge acrossthe
LabishDitch with a pathto Whiteakerbut Keizer did not qualify
becausea bike plan is not in place.

Chair Meier statedshewould like to see the Commissionbecome
more involved in the issuessurroundingdevelopmentin Keizer.
Mr. Morganmentionedthe needfor a Capital Improvements
Program. Mr. Matiskainensuggesteddiscussionaboutthe
Burlington Northerntrack. Mr. Morgan saidacquiring the
propertywas includedin the ComprehensivePlan and the timing
was right to considerthe issuenow.

Elaine Smithmovedthe PlanningCommissionadopta positionof
strong support to encouragethe City Council and City Staff to
attemptto acquirethe Burlington Northernrailroad track bed
property. Marty Matiskainensecondedthe motion. The motion
passed.

ANNOUNCEMENTS/ Mr. Morgansaid it would be difficult for him to havework done
AGENDA INPUT in time to bring to the Commissionin August.

SamGoeschmovedand Marty Matiskainen secondedthe motion
that the Commissionhavetheir nextregularmeetingon
September8, 1993. The motion passed.

ADJOURNMENT A motion wasmadeby Marty Matiskainenandsecondedby Sam
Goeschthat the meetingbe adjourned. The motion passed.

The meetingwas adjournedat 9:12 p.m. The next regular
meeting of the Planning Commission will be September 8 at
7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers.
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