
CITY OF KEIZER. TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMISSION
KEIZER CITY HALL LIBRARY

JUNE 25, 1998

1. CALL TO ORDER

Themeetingwascalledto orderby ChairKirby at 7:02 p.m.

2. ROLL CALL

Thefollowing memberswerepresent:Mike Kirby, ErnieSmyres,Al Kramer,and
FredGeorge. MariellaDibble andRandyJacksonwereexcused.

Also presentwere: StaffLiaison Sgt. JohnTeague,andRecordingSecretaryNona
Oxe’. Council Liaison DennisKoho wasoutoftown.

3. REVIEW/APPROVEMII~UTES- MAY 28,1998

Theminuteswereapprovedassubmitted.

(Later in themeetingunder“StaffLiaisonReport”a typographicalerroronpage5. oftheminuteswasnoticedwith regardto a stateddollaramount. Thesecretary
acknowledgedthat shewould makethe correctionon theoriginal minutesto
indicate$12,000ratherthan$1,200.)

4. APPEARANCEOF INTERESTEDCITIZENS

No onecameforwardto presentany issuesto theCommission.

5. REPORTFROM CHAIR

Mr. Kirby reportedthat he andCommunityPolicingChairCraigCampbellmetto discuss
thevacantpositionon theTraffic SafetyCommissionthatmust befilled by amemberof
theCommunityPolicing Committee. Mr. Kirby informedMr. CampbellofMr. George’s
interestin becomingamemberofCommunityPolicing, therebyfulfilling therequirement.
Mr. Campbellindicatedthathewould talk to theCity Manageraboutexpandingthemain
committee,butalso informedMr. Kirby that acurrentmembermaybeinterestedin
servingon theTraffic SafetyCommission. Mr. Campbellindicatedthat he would contact
Mr. Kirby aftertalkingwith CityManagerMull. Mr. Kirby hopedto haveafull
commissionby nextmonth.
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After havingreadtheminutesoflast month’smeeting,RandyJacksoncalledMr. Kirby to
• indicatehis interestin participatingon thesubcommitteethat will addresstraffic safety

issues,particularlytraffic calmingmeasures.Mr. Kirby notedthatthetraffic safety
subcommitteecurrentlyhasthreemembersassignedto it; Mr. Smyres,Mr. Kramerand
himself Whereas,theeducationsubcommitteehasonly two; Mr. GeorgeandMs. Dibble.
Mr. Georgepointedout that anothermemberwill soonbeonboardand his/her
assignmentcanoffset the imbalancebetweenthetwo subcommittees.

6. SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS

Therewereno subcommitteereports.

7. BIKEWAY COMMITTEE REPORT

No onefrom theBikewayCommitteewasin attendance.

8. DISCUSSION

CAC Update

Mr. Kirby wasunableto attendthelast SalemNeighborhoodTraffic ManagementPlanCAC

meeting. Mr. Georgewentin his place.

S Mr. Georgecommentedon issuesdiscussedattheCAC meeting. Ofparticularinterestto himwas
a discussionabouttemporarytraffic calmingdevices.He recalledtheTraffic SafetyCommission’s
discussionlastmonthaboutpossiblyusingtemporarystop signsto slowdownthetraffic on
Chehalis. Itwaspointedoutat theCAC meetingthattemporarytraffic calmingdevicesarenot
takenasseriouslyandhavea50% failure rate. Mr. Georgealsofoundinterestingadiscussion
aboutstreetdesignations.Interestwasexpressedin addingto thecurrentlayers;arterial,collector,
andlocal,anotherlayerwith thedesignation“neighborhoodstreet.” It would furtherbreakdown
thestreetdesignationto indicatethelikelihoodfor only residentialtraffic. Overall,Mr. George
wasvery impressedwith theCAC planningprocess.He encouragedotherTraffic Safety
Commissionmembersto attendafuture meeting.

Mr. Kirby encouragedTraffic SafetyCommissionmembersto attendthenexttwo CAC meetings.
On July 15, thecommitteewill takeon Task2 oftheWork Programwhich is “identification of
neighborhoodtraffic mitigation measures.”Task3, “developmentof criteriafor useofmeasures,”
will beon theCACagendafor August 19.

GrantApplication

Mr. Kirby recalledtheassignmentto Commissionmembersto comebackthismonthwith ideasfor
amini-grantapplication. Heremindedthemthat thedeadlinefor submittalis August7. The
maximumgrantamountis $4,000. Mr. Kirby confirmedwith Sgt. Teaguethat thePolice
Departmentalsoplansto submita DUll mini-grantapplication.. TrafficSafetyCommission
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• A discussionfollowed to identify aprojectthatwouldaddresssomeofthe concernsthathavebeen
broughtbeforetheCommission. Interestwasexpressedinhearingmoreaboutthetraffic data
trailerunit beingtried out by thePoliceDepartmenton McLeodLane. Sgt. Teaguepointedout
thatthecostfor theunit is muchgreaterthanthemini-grantmaximum;about$12,000. Last
month’sminuteserroneouslystated$1,200. The recordingsecretarywill correctthetypographical
error.

Becausespeedingseemedto betheprimaryconcernof citizenswho hadappearedbeforethe
Commission,therewasconsiderableinterestinhand-heldradarequipmentthatcouldbemade
availableto monitortraffic in speedingproblemareas. Other suggestionswere fundingfor media
promotionoftraffic safety,atraffic counter,andabicyclehelmetdistributionprogramfor kids
whocan’taffordhelmets. The Traffic SafetyCommission’seffortwith regardto visionclearance
wasalsomentionedas asubjectfor educationthroughthemedia. It waspointedoutthattheCity’s
new contractwith CCTV allows for presentationsby groupsin theCity. Sgt. leaguecommented
onthe PoliceDepartment’suseof highschoolstudentsto producemediapresentations.

With regardto costfigures,Sgt. leaguesuspectedthatahand-heldradargunwouldcostlessthan
$2,000. Theotherprogramssuggestedcouldbeadjustedto meetavailablefunding.

After discussion,it wastheconsensusofthe Commissionto pursuethe full $4,000grant,focusing
firston thehand-heldradarequipmentandthenon someotherprogram. Mr. Georgebelievedit
wouldbeappropriateto delayavision clearanceeducationprogramuntil the Cityhasavision
clearanceprogramestablished.

S Mr. Kirby movedthattheTraffic SafetyCommissionsubmitaCommunitySmallProjects
Mini-grantapplicationtotaling $4,000for onehand-heldradargun, andthenhaving
identifiedasumthroughthegrantapplicationfor the radargun, thebalanceofthe $4,000
beappliedfor youth bicyclehelmetsandeducation.Mr. Kramersecondedthe motion.

Mr. Georgeaskedifhisunderstandingwascorrect,thattherewouldbeno costtothe City if the
Commissionwereto go throughthe schoolfor helpin preparinga mediapresentation.Sgt. Teague
wasunsure,but believedthatif therewasa cost,it wouldbeminimal. Mr. Georgereiteratedthat
hewould like to waitto dovision clearanceeducation.

The motioncarriedunanimouslyby thosememberspresent.

TheCommissionindicatedsupportfor the PoliceDepartmentto pursueaDUll mini-grant. Mr.
Kirby will meetwith Sgt.leagueto work ontheCommunitySmall ProjectsMini-grantapplication
andthe PoliceDepartment’sDUll grantapplication.Theywill pursuethenecessary
documentationfromtheMayor supportingthefundingrequests.

Ratify GoalsandObjectives
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A copyofthepreliminary list ofgoalsandobjectiveswasdistributedwith the agendapackets. In
• lookingoverthe list, Mr. Georgesuggestedthatthe identifiedobjectivesnotbeabsolutes,but

generalpossibilities.

The Commissionreviewedthe objectivesasto thelikelihood theycouldbeaccomplishedoverthe
nextyear. It waspointedoutthatmanyofthe identifiedobjectivesarealreadybeingpursued.
However,the generalfeelingwasthatthelist wassomewhataggressiveandthe expectationthat
everythingon the list couldbeaccomplishedwasunrealistic. It wassuggestedthatratherthan
callingthemobjectives,theybelookedatasalist of ideastowork from. The preferencewasto
continuelistingthe overallgoalson thebackoftheagenda,butto usethelist of objectivesasan
internaldocumentto aidtheCommissionin planningits activities.

Mr. Georgemovedto ratify thefive goalsestablishedby the Traffic SafetyCommission.
Mr. Kirby secondedthe motion. Themotion carriedunanimouslyby thosemembers
present.

Sgt. Teagueindicatedthathewould like to somehowparticipatein reviewingGoal5, “Develop
Criteriafor EstablishingTraffic CalmingDevices.” Mr. Kirby suggestedthathe attendthe Salem
CAC meetingwhentheydiscussTask3.

Vision Clearance

CityPlannerAmy DroughthadprovidedahandoutofthenewlyadoptedKeizerZoningOrdinance
provisionsfor visionclearance.

S Mr. Smyresindicatedhisdisappointmentthattwo complaintshe submittedto stafftwo weeksago
hadnot yetbeencorrected. Onewasanoverhangingvineon Chemawa,andtheother,tree
branchesobscuringa stopsignon Dearborn. Mr. Smyreshadalsotalkedwith Valley Garbage
aboutproblemstheyarehavingwith low treelimbs sinceimplementingtheautomatedgarbage
pickup. TheyindicatedthatVerdaLaneis oneoftheworst problemareas.

Mr. Smyresstronglydisagreedwith therecentlyadoptedprovisionsfor measuringthe vision
clearanceareasfor drivewaysandalleys. Hebelievedusingedgeof pavementratherthanproperty
line asthe initial pointof measurementcausedthevisionclearanceareato benonexistentin some
cases.Hedisplayedadrawinghepreparedusingthenewdimensionsandpointedouthow vision
clearancewouldnotbe achievedunderthenewprovisions.

Sincelastmonth,Mr. SmyresandMr. Georgehadmetanddiscussedthe Traffic Safety
Commission’svision clearanceproposalasto howit relatestothe City’s currentprovisionsfor
bothnewdevelopmentandexistingdevelopment.With regardto existingdevelopment,Mr.
Georgeindicatedthathewasunableto applytheproposaldevelopedby Mr. Smyresto any
ordinancescurrentlyin effect in Keizer. HebelievedKeizerhadno visionclearanceprovisionsin
effect tocorrecthazardson existingdevelopment.

Mr. Kirby posedtheideaof applyingthe newDevelopmentCodeprovisionsto all propertiesin
Keizer. Mr. Georgewasunsureif thenew DevelopmentCodeprovisionswouldaddressevery
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existingsituation,but felt it mightbe a stepin right direction. Mr. Smyrespointedoutthat. existingcodeSection95.332 dealingwith treesin thepublic right-of-way is not beingenforcedby
theCity. Mr. Kirby recalledpreviousdiscussionof sendingout a flyerthat showstherequired
visionclearancedistancesatdriveways,abovestreetsandabovesidewalks.Hewasdisappointed
thatMr. GeorgeandMr. Smyres,in theirresearch,hadfoundonlytreetrimmingrequirements.He
hadenvisionedsendingouta flyer to allow opportunityfor voluntarycompliance.

The Commissionfurtherdiscussedthepossibilityofsendingarecommendationto Councilthat the
newDevelopmentCodevisionclearanceprovisionsbeappliedto existingpropertiesaswell asnew
development.Mr. Kirby recalledMayorKoho’scommentsthatanyproposalaffectingexisting
developmentwould requireneighborhoodassociation,andotherpublic involvement. Some
preferencewasindicatedfor startingat “squareone”with theoriginal Traffic SafetyCommission
proposal.

Mr. Smyresindicatedthathe andMr. Georgewould meetwith City PlannerAmy Droughtto look
overtheexistingordinancesprior to thenextTraffic SafetyCommissionmeeting. And, thatthey
would invitehertonext month’smeetingto discussalternatives.

9. STAFF LIAISON REPORT

Sgt. leaguedirectedattentionto thematerialhe mailedto Commissionmembers.It
consistedoftheConsolidatedmonthlyreportfor May 1998,May 1998Traffic Statistics,
Accident/IncidentsReport, andamemorandumfrom Traffic EngineerDick Woelk to
PublicWorksDirectorKissler,addressingthe issueoftheTraffic SafetyCommission’s

S proposalfor a four-waystopat Chehalis. Also includedwasa letter from ACTS Oregon
relativeto proposedpolicy changesfor schoolzonestogetherwith asurveyto be
completedby the Commission.

Sgt. Teaguerespondedto questionsaboutthetraffic datareports. Hereportedthat Chief
AdamshassetJanuary1 asthe dateto bring thetraffic enforcementteamfully backon
line.

With regardto Traffic EngineerWoelk’smemo,Mr. Kirby hadsentan e-mail to Mr. and
Mrs. Ebyto inform themof Mr. Woelk’soppositionto theproposedfour-way stop.Mr.
Georgepointed out thattheproblemis still there. Ratherthanabandoningthe issue,he
suggestedlookingat otheralternatives;possiblymakingit anotherpilot project. Hesawit
asan opportunityto considerusingsomethingfrom the“tool box” outlinedin Salem’s
CAC material.

Sgt. Teaguesolicitedinput fromtheCommissiononhow to respondto theACTSOregon
surveyon schoolzonepolicy changes.Hewill returnthesurveywith theCommission’s
comments.

10. COUNCIL LIAISON REPORT
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In MayorKoho’s absence,therewasno report.

11. OTHER/NEWBUSINESS

Parades/EventsOrdinance

Mr. Smyresrecalledthat in augustof1997, thePlanningCommissionbeganwork on a projectto
comeup with aproposalfor apermitprocessfor paradesandevents. Informationcompiledby the
Commissionwassubmittedto thenstaffliaisonMiranda. Mr. Smyresquestionedthestatusofthe
project. Sgt. Teagueconfirmedthata folderwith thedrafts from Commissionmemberswasgiven
to him byLieutenantMiranda. Hewill bring thematenaltonextmonth’smeeting.

KeizerTransportationPlanning Workshop

Mr. Kirby wasunableto attendthetransportationplanningworkshophostedby theKeizer
PlanningCommission,but theremainingfive membersoftheTraffic SafetyCommission
attended.

Mr. Georgereportedthathe foundtheCOG(Mid-WillametteValleyCouncil of
Governments)presentationandtheensuingdiscussionvery informative. Hehadsome
concernthattheTSP(TransportationSystemPlan)might seekto definethe applicationof
traffic calmingdevicesandtherebyusurpthework currentlyunderwayby theTraffic
SafetyCommission. He encouragedotherCommissionersto stayon top oftheissue,and

• to attendanyfutureKeizertransportationplanningmeetings.

Sgt, Teaguerespondedto questionsaboutthestadiumtraffic plan.

12. ADJOURNMENT
NEXT REGULAR MEETING - JULY 23, 1998

Themeetingwasadjournedby ChairKirby at 9:20 p.m.
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