
Minutes
• KeizerUrban RenewalBoard

Kerzer City Ball - Library
Wednesday,June24, 1998

1. CALL TO ORDER

The meetingwascalledto order by ChairCompton at 7:06p.m.

2. ROLL CALL

ChairCompton introducednewmemberTom Wood.

The following memberswerepresent: Tom Wood, StanCompton, JoeVanMeter,
MannyMartinez, andJuneAbbott, Rick Curryanivedat 7:09p.m. Greg Frank
amvedat 7:10p.m. Bob Ohmwasexcused.

Also presentwere: CouncilLiaison Carl Beach,StaffLiaison Amy Drought, and
Recording SecretaryNona Oxe’.

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES - February25,1998

(Mr. Cunyarrivedand took a seatat the table.)

The minuteswereapprovedassubmitted.

(GregFrankarnvedandtookaseatat the table.)

4. APPEARANCEOF INTERESTEDCITIZENS

No onecameforwardto presentanyissuesto the Board.

5. PROJECT UPDATES

Ded.opmentAdivily

City Planner Droughtreportedon commercialactivity in theStaatsLakearea. In
additionto the WashingtonMutualBankdevelopment,severalpartition proposalsare
under review. Ms. Droughtwasunsurewhat businesseswould begoing in.
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With regard to commercialdevelopmenton RiverRoad,aretail lighting companyplans

S to locatein the 4900block.

Ms. Drought notedthat residentialactivity continuesstrong. Two new infill
subdivisionsareunderreview,aswell as severalresidentialpartitionsandresidential
buildingpennits. Ms. Droughtrespondedto questionsabout allowable partition
squarefootage.

Ms. Droughtanticipatedgroundbreakingfor thenew apartmentson Wheatlandand
RiverRoadwithin thenextmonth.

ProperivImprovement Program Grants

Refeningback to the Februarymeeting minutes,Mr. Compton askedabout the status
ofthe Inland Shoresgrantfbr improvementsat theNE corner ofLockhavenandRiver
Road. Hewonderedif the improvementshadbeendeemedto be in compliancewith
thegrantapproval. Ms. Drought answeredthat she,Mr. Mull and Mr. Morgan met
with SteveWardto discussthe improvementsandgrantaward. Their conclusionwas
that the plan, for the mostpart; matchedwell with what wasintended.An invoicehas
been submitted,butnotyetpaid. Ms. Drought askedif KURB wishedto reviewwhat
wasdoneasto whether it compareswith what wasenvisioned.As far as shecould
see,theonly thing that wasomitted in the final designwasabrick retaining wall that

S could not be built in the floodway.
The generalfeelingoftheBoardwas that the InlandShores improvementsin the area
ofthe creekbank werenot asrefinedashopedfor, but thatmeetingexpectations
would require enhancementofthecreekbank. Alengthydiscussionibilowed
regardingpossibilitiesfor enhancingthe wetlands. Mr. VanMetercommentedon
wetlandsmitigation projects nowoccurring at PleasantviewandClaggettCreekparks.
HesuggestedkeepingtheLoekhaven/RiverRoadsite in mindshouldanother
mitigation proposalsurfacein the future, Ms. Drought answeredquestionsabout the
wetlandspennit processrequired when proposing improvementswithin a designated
wetlands. Mr. Compton askedif urbanrenewalmoneycouldbeusedto do
enhancementsto thecreekbank within the wetlands.Ms. Drought wasunsure,but
indicated thatshewould find out. Mr. VanMetersuggestedwaiting for another
mitigation project to comealong rather than usingurbanrenewalmoney. It was
pointedOut that the WashingtonMutualBanksitewould bemorevisually appealingif
the areaalongthe creekwere enhanced.

After discussion,it wasthe consensusto direct staff to approachthe developersabout
their plans. The Boardwill thenfigureout what can be done,the costsinvolved,and
who will do it—urban renewal, the developer,or who. The Board wasreluctant to
delay indefinitelyawardingthe grant, but suggestedthat Ms. Drought first do a little
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research, She indicated that shewould talk againwith SteveWard and alsoget more
• infonnation about issuesrelated to the wetlands managementprogram. Ms. Drought

will reportback nextmonth,

With regard to current property improvementgrant applications,Mr. Compton askedif
Ms. Drought hadheard anything regardingthe plans ofthe7-11 store on theNE
corner ofLockhavenandRiver Road to do an architecturallandscapingplan. Ms.
Droughtconfinnedthattheyhadnotyetcomebacktostaff.ShewillcheckwithCity
ManagerMull to seeif he hasany infonnation.

SWCorner ~fRiverRoadand Cisemawa(addeditem)

Mr. Compton askediftherehadbeenanyfurtherdiscussionregardingthe IJNOCAL
site. Councilor Beachhadheard from Mr. Mull that the City wasnow the only party
expressinginterest in acquiringthe property. And, that the price wasreducedto
$135,000.Councilor Beachwasunsurehow theCouncilas a whole would respondto
a purchaseproposal, butsuspectedthat onewould comeforward sometimesoon.
Councilor Beachwasunsureabout thestatusofthe City takingan option onthe
property. Ms. Droughtindicatedthatshewould investigateandprovide an update
next month. Councilor Beachconfirmed that Prudential is no longerpursuingits
proposalfor consolidatedredevelopmentoftheentireblock at the SW corner.

HeritageFoundationRequest(addeditem)

Mr. Comptonnoted thata costreport for renovation ofthe Old SchoolHouse hadnot
comeback for KURB’s review and recommendation. Heaskfor an updateon the
statusoftheHeritageFoundation’srequestfor financial assistance.Coundilor Beach
commentedon discussionsbetweentheChamberofCommerceand theHeritage
Foundation with regard to the Chamber’sparticipationin the improvements
conditionedon the role theywould play in managementofthe building. With regard to
any participation by the City, CouncilorBeachrecalledthatCouncil gavetheHeritage
Foundationtill August or Septemberto comebackwith a specificplan including costs,
who would do thework, anda time frame, Hewasunsureofthestatus. Mr.
VanMeterrecalled heaiinga roughestimateof$400,000to do thenecessaly
improvements. Mr. Compton concludedthat “the ball wasnowin Council’s court.”

6. DISCUSSION

6.1 ReviewofCommitteeMembersandAssignments

A copy of theKURB membershiproster wasprovidedwith the agendapacket. KURB
memberswereaskedprovide correctionsor updates.Asthe Parks Board’s representativeon
KURB, Mr. VanMeterbelievedhis termendingdatewasincorrectsincehismembershipon
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the ParksBoardwill endDecember31, 1998. Staffwasaskedto veiif~rthedateandmakea
• correctionif appropnate.

Chair Compton indicated that hewould like to remainon the Board, butstepasideasChair.
Henoted that he hadserved asChair for over two years. With KURB’s change in focus,he
believedthetimingwasopportunefor that leadershiproletobe passedon. He recommended
appointing Vice ChairJuneAbbott as Chairand Greg Frank as Vice Chair.

Ms. Abbott indicatedthat with theBoard’s concurrence,she would be wiffing to assumethe
positionofChair.

Mr. VanMetercalledattentionto Section4(a)ofthe Board’s creationresolution. It called for
theChair to be selectedfrom amongthemembersofKURB by theChairoftheUrban
RenewalAgency. After discussion,it wasagreedthat KURB would forward a
recommendationto theUrbanRenewalAgencyChair.

Mr. Frank moved to recommendto theKeizerUrbanRenewalAgencythat June
Abbott be appointed asChairofKURB. Mr. VanMetersecondedthe motion.

Mr. Martinezcommentedon a recentnewspaperarticle that questionedthesignificanceof
KURB. Coundilor Beachsuspectedthat the article respondedto KURB’s recent inability to sit
a quorum and the resultant cancellationofmeetings. Heconcededthat therewas
disappointmentonthe Council that input wasnot receivedfrom KURB on the Urban Renewal. Budget. Hestressed,however, that CouncilvaluesKURB’s input on urban renewal district
issues.

Councilor Beachsuggestedthat KURB mightwantto adopt a rulewith regard to unexcused
absencessimilar to onerecently adoptedby the Planning Commission. Healsonoted the
recentconfusionover Mr. Goesch’sresignation,and suggestedtheneedfor a written noticeof
resignationwhen someoneleavestheBoard mid-tern.

Themotion carnedunanimouslyby thosememberspresent.

Ms. Abbott indicatedher appreciationfor a meetingremindercall shereceivedfrom staff
today. Other Board membersalsoappreciatedthe reminder,andhopedthat staffwould
continue thecourtesy callsin the future. It waspointedout that agendamailings for someof
theBoard membersare arriving either one dayprior to, oron theday ofthe meeting.

Coundior BeachquestionedwhetherKURB would like to adopt a requirementto allow only
threeunexcusedabsencesin a calendaryear.

Mr. Martinez movedto allow onlythreeunexcusedabsencesin a calendaryear. Ms.
Abbott secondedthe motion.
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• The Board discussedwhat would be classifiedasanunexcusedabsence.Thegeneralfeeling
wasthat acall in advanceofameetingto eitherstaffor theChairwould constituteanexcused
absence.Shouldit beevidentthata quonimwould notbepresentfor ameeting,itwould
allow opportunityto reschedule.

The motion carried unanimously by thosemembersDresent.

Mr. Comptonreiteratedthathe would like staff to continuethephonecalls asreminders.

6.2 Gateway Signs

Ms. Droughtdistributedahandoutdepictingcolor photosofthreesigns: the Salementlyway
signon PortlandRoad, theWillametteUniversityentrancesign, and the KeizerFire District
sign. Shebelievedthey representedexamplesofsignsappropriatefor a gateway. Pursuantto
the previousdiscussionon signs,Ms. Droughthadalsotalkedwith someonefrom SalemSign
Companyabout anelectricreaderboard. Becauseofthe high cost~approximately $20,000,
shewasunsurewhethertheBoardwishedto pursuemore information. SalemSign Company
hadindicatedtheywould be willing to comeandprovide more information. Ms. Droughtwas
alsounsurewhether Keizer’s signcodewould allow a readerboard.

Mr. Compton recalled that a readerboardsignwasmentionedonly asa possiblewelcomesign
• for the SW corner ofLockhavenandRiver Road-not for theidentified gatewaysat theNE

corner ofMcLeodandLockhaven,thesouth ChenyAvenueentrance,andnorth River Road
nearThe MeadowsPark.

A discussionfollowed regardingthe threesamplesigns. Ms. Drought confirmed that a sign
like theFire District’s, which includesa spacefor a changeablemessage,would be a lot less
costlythana computerizedsign. The Salementtywaysignand landscapingwere thought to be
attractive, but too largeandhighmaintenance. The Board generally favored theWillamette
Universitysign. Theyliked its simple line anddesign. Mr. Woodcommentedthat themetal
plateWillametteUniversitysignwasmeantto beatimelessarchitectural statement;veiy
expensive,buta 50-yearsign.

Mr. Compton favored somethingwith a simple line and designsimilar to theWillamette
University signbut ofa less costlymaterial. Healsoliked the City Hall signattheChemawa
entrance. Mr. Wood cautionedagainsttoowide a signthat might bringup a right-of-way
issue. Hesuggestedasonepossibilitystandardizingto somethingthat would tie in with the
olderstyle lamp postsaroundtown. Mr. VanMetersuggestedthat the his theme might
somehowbetied in

Mter discussion,it wasrequestedthat Ms. Drought comeback with costson variations ofthe
WillametteUniversitydesign,usingdifferent materials.
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The

Board hadlittle interestin pursuinga signat the SW cornerofRiver Road and Lockhaven.
Mr. VanMetersuspectedtheRotaiy Club atsometimemightbeinterestedin contributing
toward a readerboardsignsimilar to the oneat the Fire District.

6.5 RiverRoadDesignPlan (takenout oforder)

Ms. Droughtadvisedthat Mr. Morganwasunableto attendtonight asplanned,but had
providedamemoasanintroductionto thework KURB will be doing to updatethe River
RoadDesignPlan. Mr. Morgan will be here nextmonth to begintheprocessofdeveloping
PhaseII ofthe Plan.

In Mr. Morgan’s memohe namedseveraldocumentsfor the Board to reviewin preparation
for itswork. Greg Frankrequestedthat an updated map ofthe urban renewaldistrict be made
availablefor next month’s discussion.

6.3 KURU - PurposciDutiesfRcsponsibilities

Theissueofattendancewasaddressedin theearlierdiscussionofcommittee membership.

6.4 Goals

Mr. Compton recalled the Urban RenewalAgency’sdirectionto KURB to takeanother lookat all theobjectivesin theKeizecUrbanRenewalPlan;the existing onesaswell asthetwoproposedby R3B.

Acopy ofthe draft UrbanRenewalAgencyminutesofthemeetingwhenR3B’s
recommendationwasconsideredwasdistributedin the KURB agendapacket. Ms. Drought
noted that the Urban RenewalAgencyminutes havesincebeenapprovedby theAgency. Mr.
VanMeter,in lookingover theAgencyminutes~noted that the specific directionwasto look
againatobjectives9,13, I4and 15.

BecausetheBoard did nothavetheoriginallist ofobjectivesbeforethem,anddueto thelate
hour, it wasagreedto continuethediscussionto next month. Ms. Drought will mail out a
copy ofthe list aswell asacopyofthe reportsubmitted by Mr. Morgan when the objectives
wereconsideredby R3B. It waspointedOut that thediscussionofobjectiveswould probably
dove-tail in with updatingtheRiverRoadDesignPlan. Ms. Drought indicatedthat shewould
try to limit the agendato thosetwo items.

7. ANNOUNCEMENTSAND AGENDA INPUT

7.1 Regular Meeting- July 22, 1998
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8. ADJOURN

Themeetingwas adjournedby Chair Compton at 8:40p.m.

.

. KU,b~R~lBc~-d
W~th,~d

99
,J~24.1998

Page 7


