
MINUTES. CITY OF KEIZER
TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMISSION
KEIZER CITY HALL LH3RARY

MAY 28, 1998

CALL TO ORDER

Themeetingwascalledto orderby ChairKirby at 7:03 p.m.

2. ROLL CALL

Thefollowing memberswerepresent:Mike Kirby, ErnestSmyres,Al Kramer,
FredGeorge,andMariella Dibble. RandyJacksonwasexcused.

Also presentwere: Council LiaisonDennisKoho, StaffLiaison Sgt. JohnTeague,
andRecordingSecretaryNonaOxe’.

3. REVIEW/APPROVEMINUTES - APRIL 23,1998

Theminuteswereapprovedassubmitted.

4. APPEARANCE OF INTERESTEDCITIZENS

S Floyd Eby, 824 ShirleyLane N, Keizer,reportedon theresultsof atraffic count
doneon ChehalisDrive theweekofApril 13. OnApril 13, 449 carswerecounted
with an 85thpercentilespeedofapproximately37.2mph. OnApril 14, 590 cars
werecounted,the85thpercentilespeedbeing39.6 mph. Thepostedspeedis 25
mph. Mr. Ebynotedthat asignificantstudydoneby ODOT afewyearsago
concludedthattraffic to servethehomesin that areashouldbebetween250 and
300 carsaday. Hebelievedthenewdataclearlyindicatedthat thestreetwas
beingusedasa cut-through.Hesawthehighvolumeandhigh speedstraveledas
a badcombinationthat would resultin tragedy. His wife, CherylEby,
commentedon fourseparateincidentsthat occurredlastSaturdaywherecarshad
to cometo anabrupthalt to avoidhitting childrenplaying in the street.

TheCommissiondiscussedalternativesfor changingtheflow oftraffic and
reducingspeeds.Blocking off thestreetwasonesuggestion,butMayorKoho
pointedout the likelihood that theproblemwouldjust betransferredto other
streetsin theneighborhood.Mr. Ebyindicatedhis preferencefor speedhumps,
but concededthat somethingshouldbedonesoonratherthanwaiting forthe
resultsofthetraffic calmingdevicesstudy. It wasfelt that installing stopsigns
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would bethemostimmediateandlesscostlymeasure,however,therewerestill
• concernsabouttransferringtheproblemto otherstreets.

TheCommissiondiscussedat lengthlocationsfor puffing in stopsigns. Mr. Eby
suggestedputtingin stopson Chehalison atemporarybasisanddoing traffic
countson NewbergDrive andJoanDrive to seehow theyareimpacted. Sgt.
Teaguefelt thattherewasnoquestionthat someof thetraffic would displace. He
suggestedalsoputting in stopson theothertwo streets. It waspointedout that
thecurveon JoanDrive servesto slowdowntraffic. Mr. Eby suggestedthata
countbe doneon NewbergandJoanpriorto putting a stopon Chehalisin orderto
haveabenchmarkto measureagainst.

MayorKoho suggestedthattheCommission,by motion, sendarecommendation
to staff.

Mr. GeorgemovedthattheTraffic SafetyCommissionrecommendto City
staffthat stopsignsbeput in at ChehalisandOrchardand atNewbergand
Orchardwith theintent thattheybefour-waystopsatthoseintersections.
Mr. Kramersecondedthemotion.

Mr. Georgeindicatedthat he still would like to seeatraffic studydoneon the
variousstreetsbeforeandafterinstallingthestopsigns. Sgt. Teagueagreedto
carrytherequestto PublicWorksstaff Hepointedout,however,thattraffic will. lessendramaticallyin acoupleweekswhenschoolis out. Hewill workwith the
PublicWorksDepartmentto schedulea study.

Themotion carriedunanimously.

Mr. Eby commentedon two othertraffic issues;aquick-changingpedestriansignal
at ManbrinandRiver Road,andthelackofleft turn lights on River Road. Mayor
Koho notedthatthe left turn lights on RiverRoadwereeliminatedto achievea
bettertraffic flow. Mr. Eby’s commentswill be referredto thePublicWorks
Department.

5. REPORT FROM CHAIR

Mr. Kirby indicatedthathewould wait until AgendaItem 8 to discusssubmittingagrant
application.

In connectionwith theCommission’schargeto comeup with criteriafortraffic calming
devices,Mr. Kirby reportedonapresentationhe attendedasan ex-officio memberofthe
SalemNeighborhoodTraffic ManagementCAC. At that meeting,DanBurden,Executive
DirectorofWalkableCommunities,talkedaboutdifferent traffic managementtechniques.
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Hepointedout somenegativeaspectsofspeedhumpsandstopsigns. Henotedthatone
• measureto slow downtraffic is thefeelingofbeingenclosed.Hegaveasexamples

parkedcarsandcanopiedstreets,andpointedout thatthe layout ofmostsubdivisions
hasn’tencouragedgooddriving habits. Mr. Burdenhademphasizedthat although
improvementmeasurescanbetaken,thereis no panaceato solvetheproblemofspeeders
andpoordriving habits.

6. SUBCOMMiTTEE REPORTS

Therewereno subcommitteereports.

7. BIKEWAY COMMITTEE REPORT

SandyLasko,amemberoftheBikewayCommittee,waspresentto observeandlearn
aboutissuesofinterestto both theBikewayCommitteeandtheTraffic Safety
Commission. Becauseshehadbeena memberoftheBikewayCommitteefor only two
months,shehadnothingto report.

8. DISCUSSION

Grant application

Commissionmembershadreceivedwith theiragendapacketa copyofthe Guidelinesfor. Applicationsfor FY1998-99GommunitySmallProjectsMini-Grant Program. Mr. Kirby
briefly reviewedtheguidelineswhich definedrequirements,eligible uses,andthetimeline
for applicationsubmittalandgrant award. Themaximumgrantamountis $4,000. Mr.
Kirby emphasizedtherole of theTraffic SafetyCommissionto apply for andreceive
grantsonbehalfoftheCity. TheFY 98-99grantapplicationmustbe submittedto ACTS
Oregonby August7.

As asidenote,MayorKohoprovidedan updateon the statusofrepairsto the
Salem/KeizerentrywaystructureatthesouthendofKeizer.

Mr. Kirby commentedon pastgrantsreceivedasaresultofTraffic SafetyCommission
application,andalsoDUll-relatedgrantsappliedfor by thePoliceDepartment.A
discussionensuedon whattraffic safetyeffortstheCommissionwishedto pursueby way
ofgrantfunding. Mr. Smyresrecalledpastdiscussionofacquiringhand-heldradar
equipmentto beusedin connectionwith sometypeofspeedawarenessprogram.
Additionalbicyclesafetyprogramswerealsomentionedasapossibility. In thecourseof
thediscussion,theCommissiontalkedaboutphotoradar(probablynot an optionavailable
in Keizer),andportablereaderboardslike theonesusedon freewaysto makedrivers
awareofupcomingtraffic problems. Mr. Kirby notedthat themajorityof public comment
presentedto theCommissiondealtwith traffic andspeedissues. Hesuggestedthat it
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might beappropriateto focuson thoseareas. Theeffectivenessofmediausage,aswas
• donewith thebicyclehelmetawarenessprogram,wasalsomentioned.

Mr. Kirby suggestedthat Commissionmemberscomebacknextmonthwith specificideas
for agrantproposal.A decisionnextmonthwill allow timeto put theapplicationtogether
andsubmitit by theAugust7 deadline.

GoalsandObjectives

Mr. Kirby briefly reviewedtheobjectivesunderGoals1 and3, identifiedat lastmonth’s
meeting. Heledabrainstormingsessionto preliminarily identif~,’objectivesunderthe
threeremaininggoals. Thefollowing objectiveswereidentifiedfor Goals2, 4, and5.

Goal2- ReviewCurrent ADA Status in Keizer and Make Recommendations
• Inventory
• EstablishPriorityList
• Look for Assistancefrom Groups
• Draft Reportto Council

Goal 4- Continue Public Information Programs Promoting Traffic Safety
• NewsArticles
• GrantProposals

• • WaterBillings
• WebSite
• NeighborhoodAssociationlLSACContacts
• SpeakersBureau
• TransportationSafetyFair

Goal 5- DevelopCriteria for Establishing Traffic Calming Devices
• Compilelist ofknownneighborhoodtraffic mitigationtools; categorizeby typeof

problemtheyaddress;determinewhich areapplicablefor usein Keizer.
• Developseriesofcriteriafor determiningwhen,whereandhow to usethe

neighborhoodtraffic managementtools.
(TheGoal 5 objectivesweretakenfrom Salem’sdraftNeighborhoodTraffic Management
Planandmadeapplicableto Keizer.)

Mr. Kirby suggestedthatthegoalsbecategorizedundereither“education”or“traffic
safety,”andthat subcommitteesbeestablishedto workon therelatedgoalsundereachof
thosetwo generaltopics. Subcommitteeassignmentsareasfollows:

Traffic Safety - Ernie Smyres,Al Kramer, Mike Kirby
Goal 1 - DevelopaProgramto identify Traffic Problems
Goal 5 - DevelopCriteria for EstablishingTraffic CalmingDevices
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• Education - Fred George,Mariella Dibble
Goal 2 - ReviewCurrentADA Statusin KeizerandMake Recommendations
Goal 4 - ContinuePublicInformationProgramsPromotingTraffic Safety

For Goal 3 - ImprovetheCommission’sCoordinationwith Staff, theCouncil andOther
City Committees,it wasagreedthat Mr. Kirby would takethelead,with all theother
Commissionmembersparticipatingatvarioustimes.

RandyJacksonwill beassignedto a subcommitteewhenhe returnsnextmonth.

9. STAFF LIAISON REPORT

Sgt. Teaguehad mailedto CommissionmemberstheConsolidatedMonthlyReportfor
April 1988, theApril RadarReaderBoardTraffic SpeedSurveyResults,theApril
Accident/IncidentsReport,andacopyoftheApril TrafficSafetyNotes. Hebriefly
reviewedtheConsolidatedMonthly Reportandcommentedon thedata’simplications.
Herespondedto questionsabouttheaccidentandincidentdata.

Sgt. Teaguedisplayeda pictureofatraffic datatrailer unit similar to onebeing“tried out”
by thePoliceDepartmenton southboundMcLeodatManzanita.Themachinerecords
speeddataaswell astraffic countdata,andprovidesotherstatisticsnot obtainableby
readerboardor othertraffic measuringmethods.ThePoliceDepartmentis looking at the

S possibility ofacquiringtheequipmentby wayof afederalgrant. Thecostofthe
equipmentis $12,000.

10. COUNCIL LIAISON REPORT

MayorKoho notedhis participation,asKeizer’srepresentative,on acommitteedoing a
bridge-head engineeringstudy. In additionto looking at issuesrelativeto theexisting
MarionStreetand CenterStreetbridges,thestudyties in with amajorinvestmentstudy
for apossiblefuturebridgecrossing.MayorKoho commentedon possiblelocationsfor a
futurebridge. Henotedthat hearguedsuccessfullyagainstaLockhavenDrive crossing,
citing theproximity ofschoolsto whatwould becomeahigh-speedtraffic passthrough.
Also, thehookupwith PolkCountywould not beparticularlyeffective.

MayorKoho talkedaboutthe advantagesofhavingabridge crossingeastofWallace
Road. Henotedthatoncethe long-rangeplanningto decideon alocationis completed,it
will be necessaryto figure out howto pay for abridge. HesuspectedthatKeizermight
supportaregionalgastaxproposal.
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A secondissuebroughtup by MayorKoho wastheTraffic SafetyCommission’svision
• clearanceproposal. Heaskedfor Mr. Smyres’perspectiveon whatwasadoptedby

Council, andwhatfurtheractiontheCommissionhopedto get from Council.

Mr. SmyresacknowledgedthattheregulationsadoptedaspartoftheDevelopmentCode
representedastartin addressingtheproblem. Heconcededthat regulationsarenowon
thebooksto addressvision clearanceproblemsin existingdevelopment,butpointedout
thatenforcementis practicallynonexistent.He still objectedto not havingasingleeasyto
understanddocument,ratherthansix different ordinances.Heexplainedthat theTraffic
SafetyCommissionwould like to condensetheregulationsinto asinglehandout. Mr.
Smyresalsohadsomeconcernsaboutgettingthemessageout to neighborhood
associations.

MayorKoho commentedonwhy Councilhadpreferredto adoptregulationsfor new
developmentaspart oftheDevelopmentCode. Hequestionedtheneedfornew
ordinancesto addressexistingdevelopmentsincetherewasagreementthat acceptable
regulationsarenowin existence.With regardto enforcement,hesuspectedtherewould
beimprovementwith thenewCodeEnforcementOfficer now on staff. From Council
comments,MayorKoho hadbeenleft with the impressionthat theywishedto seeany
possiblechangesto regulationsfor existingdevelopmentaddressedwith theneighborhood
associationsbeforebeingadvancedto Council. HesuggestedproceedingthroughKNAG,
theprimaryneighborhoodassociationgroup,with a copyofanywrittenproposalgoingto
theCity ManagerandCity Attorney.

Mr. Georgeindicatedthathe would like to be involvedin carryingaproposalto KNAG
afterit hasbeenredraftedandfully reviewedbytheTraffic SafetyCommission. Mr. Kirby
indicatedthat he andMr. Smyreswould first talkwith City ManagerMull aboutaform
for consolidatingthevision clearanceregulationsinto aneasilyunderstandabledocument
appropriatefor distributionto thepublic.

11. OTHER/NEWBUSINESS

Mr. Georgebroughtto theCommission’sattentiontheKeizerPlanningCommission’s
currentwork on alocal transportationsystemplan. Hewonderedif theTraffic Safety
Commissionshouldpursueinvolvement. Mr. Kirby advisedthathe receivesPlanning
Commissionagendasprior to theirmeetings,andthusis awarewhentransportationissues
will be discussed.It waspointedout thataspartofthe initial phaseofthetransportation
planningprocess,very soonmembersoftheTraffic SafetyCommissionwill beinvited by
thePlanningCommissionto attendaworkshopandprovideinput on transportationissues.

Mr. Georgeaskedif Mr. Kirby hadanyinformationwith regardto his offer to serveon the
CommunityPolicingCommitteeandthusmeettherequirementthatoneTraffic Safety
Commissionmemberalsobeamemberof CommunityPolicing. Mr. Kirbywas informed
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by ChairCraigCampbellthat newmembers-at-largewererecentlynamedto theMain
• CommunityPolicing Committee. Adding anothermember-at-largewould requireCouncil

approval.Mr. Kirby will getwith Mr. Campbellto discussadvancingtheproposalto
Council. Mr. Georgeconfirmedthat he is still interestedin serving.

MayorKoho informedtheCommissionthat CCIV will soonbe doing live telecastsof
KeizerCity Councilmeetings. Healsocommentedon theavailability ofbroadcasttime
for otherKeizereventsandmeetings,andsuggestedthepossibility ofaKeizer
transportationsafetyprogram.

Mr. SmyresrequestedthatMr. Kirby follow-up with City ManagerMull on issues
presentedto him lastmonthsuchastheencroachmentofaprivateparkinglot on 7th and
Chemawainto the City right-of-way. Mr. Smyresalsocirculatedaphoto ofan obscured
stopsign atDearbornandVerda. Sgt. Teaguewill referthecomplaintto PublicWorks.
MayorKoho suspectedaletter from PublicWorksDirectorKisslerto thepropertyowner
would do thetrick.

MayorKoho andMr. Kramerwill be out ofstatenextmonth.

12. ADJOURNMENT
NEXT REGULAR MEETD~G- JUNE25, 1998

Themeetingwasadjournedby ChairKirby at 9:00 p.m.

S

S TrafficSqfetyCommission
May28, 1998

Page7


